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What is Reading for Understanding, Analysis and 
Evaluation? 
 
 
 
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation is when you 
are asked to read a text and then answer questions on the 
passage you have read. 
 
 
 
The questions on the text will focus on three key aspects: 
 
 

• What the writer is saying (your Understanding of the text) 
 

• How the writer is saying it (your Analysis of the language & 
techniques of the text) 

 
 

• How well he or she is saying it (your Evaluation of the text 
and how good it is) 
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Understanding – Own Words Questions 
 

These are the most common type of understanding questions. 

Unfortunately, many candidates get 0 marks for these 

questions because they simply copy their answers from the 

text. 

 
Own Words    (U) 

1. Find the correct lines. 

2. Check number of marks – use 1 bullet point per mark 

3. Underline or highlight the answer(s) in the text 

4. Re-write in your own words. 

5. Check you haven’t copied from the passage! 

 

Example: 
 

1. The little boy was shivering. The threadbare rags covering 

his thin frame did not provide much warmth and did not 

hide the bony ribs that showed his malnutrition. Life on 

the streets was hard for the orphans of London. They had  

5. no-one looking out for their wellbeing and had to survive 

using a mix of courage and luck.  

 
Look at lines 1-3 

Using your own words give 2 reasons why the boy seems unlucky.  

(2 U) 
 

1. The little boy was shivering. The threadbare rags covering 

his thin frame did not provide much warmth and did not 

hide the bony ribs that showed his malnutrition.  
 

 he had worn and old clothes that did not cover 

him 

 he was ill from not eating enough 
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Own Words Questions 
 
 

Burglar Arrested After Checking Facebook 

During Robbery 

 
 

A19-year-old Pennsylvania man was arrested earlier this week on a 
charge of daytime robbery. How did police catch him? Simple: the 
burglar left a trail, by way of logging on to his Facebook account on 
a computer in the house before leaving the house with two diamond 
rings and forgetting to log out. Furthermore, the man had an up-to-
date photo and mobile and email contact details listed on his 
Facebook account. Jonathan Parker remains in custody on $10,000 
bail, facing a maximum 10 year prison sentence if convicted.  

 
1. In your own words, explain what mistake Parker made during 

his burglary. (2 U) 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
2. In your own words, explain where Parker is now. (1 U) 
 
_____________________________________________ 
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Own Words Questions 
 

Are you Odontophobic? 
 

1. As we grow up most childhood terrors fade away but, for  

many, fear of the dentist remains.  While few patients 

actually make a break for it from the chair (‘run-outs’ in 

the trade), one patient was carried unconscious from the  

5. waiting-room after drinking a bottle of whisky while  

another, rather than risk a visit, tried to shoot out a tooth 

with a .22 rifle. 

 

Indeed, a recent survey showed that 43 per cent of adults 

never go to the dentist atall – unless they are in severe  

10. pain.  And should they finally make it to the surgery, some  

faint (men are the worst, apparently), some scream, some  

push the instruments out of their mouths while others  

maintain a rigid silence, nails dug into palms, knuckles 

white. 

 

 

Look at lines 1-5 

1. In your own words, describe the thing that very few 

patients actually do. (1 U) 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 1-10 

2. In your own words, describe two of the more extreme 

things patients have done out of fear of the dentist. 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 
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Own Words Questions 
 

In this passage, the writer tells us about a famous Scottish mystery. 
 

THE ISLAND OF LOST SOULS 
 

Seven lumps of rock 30 miles off the west coast of Lewis, the outermost of the Outer 

Hebrides, the Flannan Islands have a good claim to be the most deserted place in 

Britain. The only inhabitants are thousands of puffins, some nesting fulmars, the “little 

people” of Gaelic folklore and the ghosts. But I have longed to visit the Flannans ever 

since, when I was a little boy, my father would terrify us with the story of the Flannan 

lighthouse, one of the strangest unsolved mysteries in Scottish history. 
 

The story goes like this: for centuries the Seven Hunters, as the local people called the 

islands, had preyed on shipping. Innumerable vessels had perished on the rocks. So the 

Victorians, with the spirit typical of the age, decided to build a lighthouse here, on the 

edge of the world.  
 

A year after the lighthouse was lit, a steamer from Oban was sent out to relieve the three 

lighthouse keepers, who had been on the island, alone, for three months. As the ship 

approached, her master could see no lights on the island. Captain Harvie sent two men 

scrambling up the cliff. The gate to the lighthouse enclosure was bolted, but the door of 

the lighthouse itself was open. Food lay uneaten on the table. Two sets of boots and 

oilskins had gone, but the third was still in the rack. The entries in the lighthouse log 

ended abruptly a week earlier, and the clocks had wound down. A chair lay on its back, 

but otherwise there was no sign of violence. The lamp was filled with paraffin, and the 

beds were neatly made. Of the three lighthouse keepers there was not a sign. The 

mystery remains unsolved, though many have put forward theories. For more than 30 

years I had wanted to see the place for myself. 

 

1. Explain why “the Flannan Islands have a good claim to be the most deserted place in 

Britain” (lines 2–3). Use your own words as far as possible. (2 U) 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In your own words explain why the author had “longed to visit the Flannans” (lines 

4-5). (1 U) 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Look at lines 11-20. In your own words, explain 3 strange things Captain Harvie and 

his men discovered at the lighthouse. (3 U) 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Own Words Questions 
 
A Walk in the Woods – Bill Bryson 
(a different extract from this book was used in an Intermediate 2 
English exam!) 
 
1. We hiked till five and camped beside a tranquil spring in a 

small, grassy clearing in the trees just off the trail. Because it 
was our first day back on the trail, we were flush for food, 
including perishables like cheese and bread that had to be  

5. eaten before they went off or were shaken to bits in our 
packs, so we rather gorged ourselves, then sat around smoking 
and chatting idly until persistent and numerous midgelike 
creatures (no-see-ums, as they are universally known along 
the trail) drove us into our tents. It was perfect  

10. sleeping weather, cool enough to need a bag but warm enough 
that you could sleep in your underwear, and I was looking 
forward to a long night's snooze--indeed was enjoying a long 
night's snooze--when, at some indeterminate dark hour, there 
was a sound nearby that made my eyes fly open. Normally, I  

15. slept through everything--through thunderstorms, through 
Katz's snoring and noisy midnight pees--so something big 
enough or distinctive enough to wake me was unusual. There 
was a sound of undergrowth being disturbed--a click of 
breaking branches, a weighty pushing through low foliage--and  

20. then a kind of large, vaguely irritable snuffling noise.   Bear!     
 

I sat bolt upright. Instantly every neuron in my brain was 
awake and dashing around frantically, like ants when you 
disturb their nest. I reached instinctively for my knife, then 
realized I had left it in my pack, just outside the tent.  

25. Nocturnal defense had ceased to be a concern after many 
successive nights of tranquil woodland repose. There was 
another noise, quite near.      

  
"Stephen, you awake?" I whispered.     

 
"Yup," he replied in a weary but normal voice.     

 
30. "What was that?"    
 

"How the hell should I know." 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"It sounded big."      

  
"Everything sounds big in the woods."     

 This was true. Once a skunk had come plodding through our 
35. camp and it had sounded like a stegosaurus. There was  
 another heavy rustle and then the sound of lapping at the  
 spring. It was having a drink, whatever it was.      
 

I shuffled on my knees to the foot of the tent, cautiously 
unzipped the mesh and peered out, but it was pitch black. As  

40. quietly as I could, I brought in my backpack and with the light  
 of a small flashlight searched through it for my knife. When I  
 found it and opened the blade I was appalled at how wimpy it  
 looked. It was a perfectly respectable appliance for, say,  
 buttering pancakes, but patently inadequate for defending  
45. oneself against 400 pounds of ravenous fur.      
 

Carefully, very carefully, I climbed from the tent and put on 
the flashlight, which cast a distressingly feeble beam. 
Something about fifteen or twenty feet away looked up at me. 
I couldn't see anything at all of its shape or size--only two  

50. shining eyes. It went silent, whatever it was, and stared back  
 at me.      
 
 "Stephen," I whispered at his tent, "did you pack a knife?"      
 
 "No."     
 

"Have you get anything sharp at all?"     
 
55. He thought for a moment.  
 
 "Nail clippers."  
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Look at lines 1-5 

1. In your own words, describe the setting of the clearing the 

men decided to camp in. (1 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 5-10 

2. In your own words, explain why they decided to get into their 

tents. (1 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 5-15 

3. In your own words, explain why it was “perfect sleeping 

weather”. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 12-20 

4. Why was it unusual for the narrator to be woken up during the 

night? (1 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

5. In your own words describe one of the noises he heard. (1 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 21-27 

6. Using your own words as far as possible, explain why the 

narrator might have begun to panic. (1 U) 
 

________________________________________________ 
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Look at lines 38-45 

7. Using your own words, explain why the writer was “appalled” 

and worried by his knife. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 46-55 

8. In your own words, describe the light that was emitted from 

the narrator’s torch (flashlight). (1 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Look at lines 50-55 

9. In your own words, describe the creature’s reaction to the 

narrator. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

         TOTAL: 12 Marks 
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Understanding – Summarising Questions 

 
These questions are very similar to own words questions and you 

should use your own words when answering them! 

 

Summarise    (U) 

1. Find the correct lines. 

2. Check the number of marks. 

3. Highlight or underline the answers in the text. 

4. Re-write in your own words briefly. 

5. Check you haven’t copied the passage. 

 

Example: 
 

The island of Arran is often described as ‘Scotland in Miniature’. 
One reason for this is because of the great variety of landscapes on 
the island – from the mountains and lochs in the north to the flat 
farming land in the south. In these landscapes you can also see 
some of Scotland’s most famous wildlife including deer, eagles, 
red squirrels and seals. Furthermore, you can also taste some of 
Scotland’s delicacies here – there is a cheese shop, distillery and 
brewery on the island. 
 

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise why Arran can be 

described as ‘Scotland in Miniature’. (3 U) 

 
The island of Arran is often described as ‘Scotland in Miniature’. 
One reason for this is because of the great variety of landscapes on 
the island – from the mountains and lochs in the north to the flat 
farming land in the south. In these landscapes you can also see 
some of Scotland’s most famous wildlife including deer, eagles, 
red squirrels and seals. Furthermore, you can also taste some of 
Scotland’s delicacies here – there is a cheese shop, distillery and 
brewery on the island. 
 

  There are lots of different types of land and 

countryside  

 Some of Scotland’s well-known animals are there 

 You can eat and drink Scottish food here 
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Summarising Questions 
 

The following passage describes Edinburgh Zoo’s  

new £5.6million monkey enclosure. 
 

The chimps at Edinburgh Zoo have every reason to feel cheerful. They 

have just moved into a state-of-the-art air-conditioned £5.6m luxury pad. 

Budongo Trail is the largest chimpanzee enclosure in the world, and offers 

the chimps a higher standard of living than most humans will ever enjoy. 

The complex is made up of three huge inter-connected pods which open up 

into a gardened forest zone, complete with the longest, most intricate 

climbing frame ever built for apes. There’s even a moat, which stops the 

water-shy chimps venturing too far, as well as adding to the grandeur of the 

enclosure. 
 

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise the facilities 

inside the chimpanzee enclosure. (3 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Staff say the apes are happier than every before. The ceilings are four times 

as high as the zoo’s previous enclosure, and even the soil is altered to copy 

the changing smells and textures of the wild. The sheer size of the place 

allows them freedom to separate in groups, spend time alone, or come 

together again to communicate. 
 

In your own words, summarise why the “apes are happier than 

ever before”. (3 U) 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
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Summarising Questions 

 
The Wii ruled the market over the last few 

years and was no doubt at the top of many 

childrens' Christmas wishlist. Between the 

hotshot graphics and real time action 

adventure, it seemed like it was the King of 

interactive gaming. 

However, now the rule of this gaming giant seems set for 

destruction. Meet 'Kinect' for the X-box. No fiddly controllers 

needed and the constant rooting around 

for more batteries is over. For the first 

time, use your body as the controller. 

Kinect seems set to take the market by 

storm. 

 

 

 

1. a) Summarise the reasons why the Wii was so popular and  

  successful. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

   b) Summarise the reasons why Kinnect may prove to better  

  and/or more popular than the Wii. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
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Understanding – Contrast Questions 

 
Often, you will be asked to explain a contrast between two 

things. 

e.g. What is the contrast between first and sixth year pupils? 

 

   Contrast means a difference 

 

Contrast (U) 

1. Find the correct lines 

2. Identify one side of the contrast 

(highlight your answer) 

3. Identify the other side of the contrast  

(highlight your answer) 

4. Put your answers into your own words. 

5. Check you have looked at both sides of the contrast in 

your answer!  

 

 

Example: 
Miss Houston’s desk was immaculately organised and structured. 
Every jotter, file and paper clip had a strictly designated space. Miss 
Jones’ desk resembled a mine field. Screwed up balls of paper 
tumbled out from under a swamp of folders, stationary and remnants 
of her lunch. 

 

Describe the contrast between the teachers’ desks. (2 U) 

 
Miss Houston’s desk was immaculately organised and structured. 
Every jotter, file and paper clip had a strictly designated space. Miss 
Jones’ desk resembled a mine field. Screwed up balls of paper 
tumbled out from under a swamp of folders, stationary and remnants 
of her lunch. 

 
 Miss Houston – a tidy and neat desk 

 Miss Jones – a messy and untidy desk 
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Contrast Questions 

 
The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and 

sharp, strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, 

slender arms, a thin and bony nose. Behind him walked his opposite, a 

huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, and wide, sloping 

shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear 

drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely. 

 

In your own words, describe the contrast in shape between the 

two men. (2 U) 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

Posh appeals to the fashion snobs. She is skeleton-thin, has modeled for 

Roberto Cavalli and now is a fashion-designer herself.  Baby is more 

rounded – in lots of ways. She has a curvy figure, a friendly and outgoing 

personality and has stuck to mainly TV work since leaving The Spice Girls. 

 

a) Describe the contrast in appearance between Posh Spice 

and Baby Spice. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

b) Describe the contrast in career between Posh Spice and 

Baby Spice. (2 U) 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
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It was 6am and time to ready for work. 

Pippa was having a lazy morning lie-in. 

Unlike her sister, Betsy didn’t have time 

to laze in bed like Pippa, who was now 

snoring like a hippopotamus; she would 

have to wait until Saturday to enjoy 

that luxury. 
 

the word 

the context 
(the sentences 
that come 
before and 
after the word) 

It was 6am and time to ready for work. 

Pippa was having a lazy morning lie-in. 

Unlike her sister, Betsy didn’t have time 

to laze in bed like Pippa, who was now 

snoring like a hippopotamus; she would 

have to wait until Saturday to enjoy 

that luxury. 
 

These clues 

suggest she is 

being lazy and 

having a long lie. 

Context Questions 

 
Context questions ask you to explain the meaning of vocabulary 

and how the context (the sentences around the word) helps you 

to understand this.  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

How does the context help you understand the meaning of the 

word “laze”. (2 U) 

 

This means, how can we work out the meaning of the word “laze” 

from clues in the sentences before and after “laze”. 

 

“to laze in bed” is to do with lying in bed – so how is she lying in 

bed – look for clues! 
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R.I.P. Fifi 

Context (U) 

1. Find the word in the passage 

2. Read the lines around the word very carefully. 

3. Write down word & the meaning of the word 

4. Find 1 or 2 phrases which helped you work out the 

meaning of the word. 

5. Quote these words/phrases and explain how they have 

a similar meaning. 

 

 
 Laze means to lie about doing nothing. 

 “lazy morning lie-in” and “snoring like a 

hippopotamus” both mean to be lying in bed 

doing nothing which is the same as “laze”. 

 

 

Example:  

Tears streamed down pale Ivan’s face. He was overwhelmed by a 

sense of melancholy. He gently placed the small lifeless body of Fifi 

the hamster into the shoebox, and shaking slightly, walked slowly to 

the end of the garden. 
 

 Melancholy means sad 

 “tears streamed down” and “shaking slightly, 

walked slowly” are both things you would do 

when you are feeling sad. 
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Context Questions 

 
We are going to start work on these questions by practising 

finding clues in the context around a word. 

 

1. You have to use a DICTIONARY to find 

out the meaning of each underlined word 

and then write this into the space 

provided. 

2. Once you know the meaning you have to look for clues 

in the lines around the word that have a similar 

meaning. 

 
Sally went to report the problem. She had noticed the 

erroneous comment on her report at a glance; she had 

never studied Astrophysics let alone sat the exam. 

Someone would have to fix this mistake. 
 

MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
People adore him. But eventually that starts to go to his 

head.  He develops an arrogance and he starts to get a 

little too big-headed. His huge ego actually leads to his 

downfall at the end of the movie. 

 
MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________ 

Amy Winehouse's dad Mitch reveals rehab centre plans after 

meeting MPs 

Mr Winehouse said he wanted to help addicts who could not 

afford private residential treatment. 

‘I think there is new thinking within the government to try and 

get effective treatment rather than money being wasted 

through the criminal justice system,’ he said. ‘Addicts need to be 

given a place to stay for as long as it takes them to beat drugs. 

24-hour care has been proven to be most successful.’  

 
MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
 

In his 200th grand prix and 

hours after internet 

pranksters claimed the British 

driver was critically ill, Jenson 

Button proved his career was 

alive and well with victory at 

the Hungarian grand prix.  His website was hacked by jokers who 

reported that he has been involved in a car crash in Budapest. 

He dismissed these people as”buffoons”. 
 

MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
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Context Questions 

 

We are now going to practise answering these questions without 

a dictionary. 

You have to try and find clues in the context and work out the 

meaning for yourself. 

 

You might find it easier to fill in the ‘clues’ section first. 

 

London Olympics 2012 ticket buyers have been 

charged twice in a technical glitch. About 700 

customers who booked seats for the London Games 

were overcharged because of a 'processing error', 

said the ticketing company. The problem occurred when 

thousands tried to buy seats in the second window of purchasing, 

which opened on June 24. 
 

MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

The popularity of Zumba classes has soared over the last 2 

years. It is now estimated that almost 800 000 people go to a 

Zumba class every week. This has increased from only 50 000 

three years ago. The rise in popularity has been put down to 

celebrities praising Zumba in the press. 

 
MEANING: ______________________________________________ 

 

CLUES: _________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
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Rye is a hunting dog who was dumped by 
his owners and found running loose in the 
Berkshire countryside. "He was so 
frightened and nervous of people that it 
took a week to catch him," says Vicky.  
“Luckily, he was adopted by a young 
couple last week.” 
 
But happy endings are unusual in the 
world of abandoned dogs.  
 
Around 122,000 dogs are abandoned each 
year, and of those 50,000 are destroyed by 
local authorities and dog handling agencies 
because there are not enough suitable 
homes or rescue places. 
 

This paragraph 

is about a dog 

who was 

successfully re-

homed. 

This paragraph is 

about the number 

of abandoned dogs 

in the UK. 

Understanding – Link Questions 

 
Link questions ask you to think about how writers round off one 

idea and introduce a new idea. 

Good writers will move from one idea to the next smoothly. 

Many, will round off one idea and introduce the next in a linking 

sentence. 

 

For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This phrase rounds off the paragraph about a dog who had a 

happy ending by being rehomed. 

 
But happy endings are unusual in the world of abandoned dogs.  

 

This phrase introduces the idea in the next paragraph about the 

high number of abandoned dogs in the UK> 
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T

 

Link (U) 

1. Quote a word or phrase which links back to the idea of the 

previous paragraph. 

2. Summarise what this previous paragraph was about. 

3. Quote a word or phrase which links forward to the idea of 

the next paragraph. 

4. Summarise what this next paragraph is about. 

5. Check your 2 quotations have been taken from the linking 

sentence! 

 

 

For example: 

 
Rye is a hunting dog who was dumped by his owners and found 
running loose in the Berkshire countryside. "He was so frightened 
and nervous of people that it took a week to catch him," says 
Vicky.  
“Luckily, he was adopted by a young couple last week.” 
 
But happy endings are unusual in the world of abandoned dogs.  
 
Around 122,000 dogs are abandoned each year, and of those 
50,000 are destroyed by local authorities and dog handling 
agencies because there are not enough suitable homes or rescue 
places. 

 
 “happy endings” 

 This links back to the previous paragraph which 

was about a dog who was re-homed and had a 

happy ending. 

 “abandoned dogs” 

 This links forward to the next paragraph which 

is about the high number of abandoned dogs in 

the UK. 

 

(It is often easier to complete the 2nd and 4th steps first!)
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 Link Questions 

 
1. It seems it's not just singing talent Kelly R is hoping to spot on  

the X Factor, after she revealed that several contestants have 
caught her eye for their good looks also. She has admitted that 
she nearly gave one ‘hot’ contestant her mobile phone number. 

2. Despite the potential X Factor love interest, Rowland has 
insisted  

  she is not in a relationship. She told reporters, ‘I’m actually  
  single, but you know you can’t help but look sometimes!’ 
 

 

Paragraph 1 is about ______________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

A quote from the  (underlined) linking sentence which rounds 

off this idea is: 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Paragraph 2 is about ______________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

A quote from the  (underlined) linking sentence which 

introduces this new idea is: 

 

______________________________________________ 
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 Link Questions 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
'Exclusive' La Bonnotte potatoes worth £400 a bag to 
be sold at Tesco  
 

1. The variety, called La Bonnotte, can sell for up to £400 per kg, 
making them the most expensive mash in the world.  

 
2. The very expensive spuds are usually produced exclusively off the 

coast of western France. They are grown in a town there called 
Noirmoutier. However, Britons will be able to get their hands on 
supplies grown in Jersey for £2.65 a kilo.  

 

Paragraph 1 is about ______________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

A quote from the  (underlined) linking sentence which rounds 

off this idea is: 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Paragraph 2 is about ______________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

A quote from the  (underlined) linking sentence which 

introduces this new idea is: 

 

______________________________________________ 
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Analysis – Word Choice 

 
 

‘Word Choice’ means the words a writer chooses to use in their 

writing. 

Writers choose their words (vocabulary) very carefully to help 

them express their ideas and their thoughts (opinion) on a 

subject. 

 

If you are asked about the writer’s word choice you should: 

 

Word Choice          (A) 

 

1. Quote the word and give meaning. 

2. Give the ideas (or connotations) the word makes you think 

of 

3. Explain what ideas or feelings this word suggests 

 

 

Example question: 

 
I thundered down the stairs, grabbed my bag and raced out of the 
door. 

 
 How does the writer’s use of word choice show that he is in a 

hurry. (2) 

 

Example Answer: 

 
 “raced” means to move quickly 

 The connotations of this are hurrying and running 

 This shows the narrator is rushing to get out the house. 
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What are Connotations? 

 

The connotations of a word are simply all the ideas that come 

to mind when you hear or read a word. 

 

For example: 

 

Red = danger, love, hot,  

Snake = hissing, dangerous, poisonous, reptile, scales 

Book = pages, words, knowledge, LOVE 

 

 

Now you have a go. 

What are the connotations of:  

 

 

White _________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

Library ________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

“I wandered down the road” _________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
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 Word Choice Questions 
 

The door creaked open.  A draught of cold air blew up from the 

stairs to the dark crypt and the hairs on our arms stood on 

end.  The faint light from the flickering candle disappeared 

and there was a muffled scream. 
 

How does the author’s use of word choice create a spooky 

atmosphere? 
 

1. Quote a word _________________________________ 

2. This word means _______________________________ 

3. This word suggests _____________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

4. This word helps us understand _____________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

When I moved to a flat in New York and discovered that my 

new neighbours included a colony of filthy pigeons, my first 

reaction was:  exterminate the brutes!   
 

How does the author’s use of word choice show his attitude to 

pigeons? 
 

1. Quote a word _________________________________ 

2. This word means _______________________________ 

3. This word suggests _____________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

4. This word helps us understand _____________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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 Word Choice Questions 

As I bent, buckled and squeezed myself into the drysuit, the 

threat of a dose of marine indigestion seemed a poor defence 

against the flat-eyed terrors of the deep. 

 

By referring to word choice, in what way is it clear that the 

author is very uncomfortable about going into the water?  (2 A) 

 

1. Quote a word _________________________________ 

2. This word means _______________________________ 

3. This word suggests _____________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

4. This word helps us understand _____________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 

The comedian was not to my taste. His jokes were rude, crude 

and quite offensive. I was relieved when his show was over and 

I was free from his disgusting tirade. 

 

In what way does the author’s word choice make clear his 

attitude towards the ‘medallion man’?  (2 A) 

 

1. Quote a word _________________________________ 

2. This word means _______________________________ 

3. This word suggests _____________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

4. This word helps us understand _____________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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Analysis – Imagery 

 

The term imagery refers to 3 language techniques. 

All 3 techniques are examples of COMPARISONS 

 

SIMILE 

Similes compare 2 unrelated items using the words LIKE or AS 

 

e.g.  The engine of Concord purrs as smoothly as a 

pedigree cat. 

 

 

 

METAPHOR 

A metaphor is a direct comparison. It states that one thing IS 

another. 

 

e.g. The Mont Blanc fountain pen is the Ferrari of the 

writing world. 

 

 

 

PERSONIFICATION 

Personification is when an inanimate (non-living) thing is given 

the qualities of a living being. 

 

e.g. The waves grabbed at the drowning man and made  

him their prisoner. 
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Identifying Imagery 

The following descriptions are all extracts from the 

novel Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. 
 

You have to state whether each is an example of a 

simile, metaphor or personification. 
 

1. “Two aeroplanes circled like buzzards” 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

2. “the shadow of father’s death” 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

3. “An aeroplane! We watched, spellbound, as it circled above 

us like  

some ungainly yellow bird, its great wide wings wobbling 

precariously.” 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

4. “The Germans have beaten brave little Belgium, swallowed 

her up in one gulp. And now they’ve taken a fair slice of 

France too. I’m here to tell you that unless we beat them 

at their own game, they’ll gobble us up as well.” 

 

______________________________________________ 
 

5. The whole school has gathered round to watch now, egging 

them on.  That’s when Mr Munnings comes running out of 

the school, roaring like a raging bull. 

 

_____________________________________________________ 
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– Imagery 

 

 

Imagery =  Simile 

   Metaphor 

   Personification 

 

To say how an image is effective, follow the steps below: 

 

 

Imagery (A) 

1. Say what is being compared to what 

……….. is being compared to ……… 

 

2. Describe in detail what this comparison suggests to you 

(what pictures does it put in your mind!) 

 

 

For example: “Juliet is the sun” 

 

1. Juliet is being compared to the sun. 

2. This suggests she is bright, beautiful, warm and Romeo’s 

world revolves around her. 
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 Analysing Imagery 

 
 
 
I am a mountain, I am a tall tree, oh  
I am a swift wind sweepin' the country  
I am a river down in the valley, oh  
I am a vision and I can see clearly  
 
If anybody asks you who I am  
Just stand up tall  
Look 'em in the face and say  
 
I'm that star up in the sky  
I'm that mountain peak up high  
Hey, I made it  
I'm the world's greatest  
And I'm that little bit of hope  
When my back's against the ropes  
I can feel it  
I'm the world's greatest  
 
(The world's greatest, yo)  
(The world's greatest ever)  
 
I am a giant, I am an eagle, oh  
I am a lion, down in the jungle  
I am a marchin' band, I am the people, oh  
I am a helping hand, I am a hero  
 
If anybody asks you who I am  
Just stand up tall  
Look 'em in the face and say…  
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 Analysing Imagery – Lyric Style! 
 

 

1. Choose your 2 favourite metaphors from the highlighted 

song lyrics above. 

(The song featured on the Muhammad Ali clip.) 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________ 

 
2. Now try to explain why these metaphors are effective 

(good). 

Think about the pictures they create in your mind and 

think about how the lyrics make you feel about this 

person. 

 

 The narrator is being compared to __________________ 

 

This suggests to us that the narrator is ______________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

 

 The narrator is being compared to __________________ 

 

This suggests to us that the narrator is ______________ 

 

____________________________________________ 
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words words 

words 

words 

words 

, 

. 

? 

! 

Punctuation is 

the mortar that 

holds the bricks 

(or words) 

together! 

Analysis – Sentence Structure 

 

Good writing is not just about the words you use, but also how 

you build them into sentences – this is what we mean by the 

term sentence structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are asked about sentence structure you should think 

about the following 3 areas: 

 

 Punctuation 

 Types of sentence 

 Patterns in a sentence 

 

 

Sentence Structure:    (A) 

 

1. Name the type of sentence structure used 

2. Quote it 

3. Explain what the sentence structure helps you understand 
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Analysis – Sentence Structure - Punctuation 
 

You need to learn what the following punctuation marks do: 

 

Punctuation Mark What it does… An example 

! 

Exclamation Mark 

Shows the writer is 

shocked/surprised/ 

excited/terrified 

 

I hate wasps! 

 

 

 

 

? 

Question Mark 

Used to ask a 

question 

OR 

Used for a 

rhetorical question 

(when you are 

wanting the reader 

to think about 

something rather 

than actually answer 

the question) 

 

Do you like English? 

 

OR 

 

Why are celebrities 

all so thin? Is that 

what the world 

expects of them? 

 

‘……’ 

Inverted Commas 

Shows the writer 

actually does not 

mean the word they 

are using. 

I ‘love’ PE. Running 

in torrential rain; 

failing to score 

goals and coming 

last in every race. 

 

- ….. -  

A pair of dashes 

 

(…..) 

A pair of brackets 

They are used to 

add extra 

information to a 

sentence. 

This is called 

parenthesis. 

Mrs Wallace – one 

of the English 

teachers – has 

worked at 

Williamwood for a 

few years. 

 
 

Italics 

They show you are 

using a title  

OR 

you are stressing or 

emphasizing 

something. 

 

Bridesmaids is a 

very funny film. 

OR 

I really love English. 
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Analysis – Sentence Structure – Sentence Types 

 
Sentence Type Why it is used An example 

 

Short Sentence 

 

To build drama, 

tension or suspense. 

To emphasise 

something. 

I heard footsteps. 

They were getting 

closer. And louder. 

 

Exclamation 

 

To show emotions 

like surprise, shock, 

disgust or fear. 

I am disgusted at 

their behaviour! 

I could not believe 

it! 

 

Command 

 

To ask a reader to 

do something. 

You must start 

cutting down on 

your energy use. 

 
 

Analysis – Sentence Structure – Sentence Types 

 
Sentence Pattern Why is it used An example 

 

List 

A number of items 

or ideas to show 

how much of 

something there is. 

In Florida you can 

visit Sea World, 

Universal Studios, 

Busch Gardens and 

Disney World. 

 

Repetition 

To emphasise a 

word or an idea. It 

also makes 

something clear to 

the reader. 

 

I love Monday 

mornings. I love 

putting on my 

uniform and I love 

the thought of 

another long week in 

school. 
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James was sick of it. He jumped up. His stool tipped over backwards. 
 
________________________________________________________ 

Some kids were happy to 
have one games console. 
James Choke had every 
console, game and 
accessory going. He had a 
PC, an MP3 player, Nokia 
mobile, widescreen TV and a 
DVD recorder in his room. 
 
_______________________ 
 
_______________________ 

“The Headmaster saw Miles 
laughing and gave him a three day 
suspension.” 
James couldn’t believe it. 
“Three days’ suspension for 
laughing?” 
“He was livid. You’re totally 
expelled, James.” 
“No way.” 
“Yes way, psycho.” 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 

James felt weird. His mum 
was too quiet. He touched 
her hand. Cold. He put his 
hand in front of her face. She 
wasn’t breathing. No pulse. 
Nothing. 
 
____________________ 
 
____________________ 

Identifying Sentence Structure 

 
Identify at least one example of sentence structure in each of 

the extracts below. 

(The extracts are all taken from Robert Muchamore’s novel ‘The 

Recruit’) 
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Analysing Sentence Structure 
 

For each of the examples below, follow the 3-step formula 

for analysing sentence structure. 
 
 

There was a lot to do at the camp, including: swimming, football, 

basketball, archery and hiking. It was a great place to spend 

your summer. 

 

1. __The author uses______________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________ 

 

3. This tells us there was lots________________________ 

 
Video games are simply too violent. They involve too much death 

and destruction. Is it not clear that this causes anti-social 

behaviour? 
 

1. __The author uses a question._____ 

 

2. ____________________________________________ 

 

3. This makes the reader think about __________________ 
 
 

I was horrified at the cinema. This supposedly 'funny' film was 

twisted, racist and wrong. 
 

1. ____The author uses inverted commas.______________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________ 

 

3. This tells us the author does not think the film was 

____________________________________________ 
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Analysing Sentence Structure 

 
For each of the examples below, follow the 3-step formula 

for analysing sentence structure. 
 
 
 

He ran round the corner, up the hill, across the park and 
finally arrived at the doctor’s surgery. 

 
 

1. __________________________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________________________ 

 
3. __________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
He turned to her his eyes blazing, “You never loved me!” 

 
1. __________________________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________________________ 

 
3. __________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
Williamwood High School – situated in East Renfrewshire – is 
one of Scotland’s top-performing schools. 
 

 
1. __________________________________________________ 
 
2. __________________________________________________ 
 
3. __________________________________________________ 
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Analysis – Sound Techniques 

 
 

Authors use 3 different techniques to help their 

readers ‘hear’ some of the ideas of the story or to draw 

the reader’s attention to a particular idea. 

 

 

 

 Alliteration (to attract the reader’s attention) 

This is when words begin with the same sound. 

e.g. The angry armadillo attacked the ants. 

 Puppy Power! 

  

 

 Assonance (to attract the reader’s attention) 

This is when words contain the same vowel (a,e,i,o,u) sounds 

in the middle of words. 

e.g. Hot Dog 

 Cat attack! 

 

 

 Onomatopoeia (to help us ‘hear’ the author’s ideas). 

This is when a word sounds like the sound it is describing. 

e.g. Sizzle 

 Hiss 

 Creak 
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Analysis – Tone 
 

Tone is not so much about what is said, but the way it is said.  

It is about the attitude of the writer to the subject he or she is 

writing about. 

It is also about the style of writing the writer has chosen. 

 

Tone How you can spot 

this tone 

Example 

Formal Serious. 

Long and complex 

vocabulary. 

May contain facts and 

statistics. 

Research recently carried 

out at an American 

University suggests that 

children’s television 

programmes contain 

approximately twenty 

violent acts per hour. 

Informal Light-hearted or 

chatty. 

May use abbreviations 

or dialect or slang 

words. 

Sounds like the 

writer is speaking to 

you personally. 

I know everyone keeps 

saying ‘you’re a shopaholic’ 

– and I admit it: I am. 

Like when we went to the 

States last year. I can’t 

remember any sights but 

I can tell you all about 

the cool shopping malls. 

Humorous Will try to make you 

smile or laugh. 

May use puns or funny 

comparisons. 

The best way to survive 

babysitting a set of 

triplets is to come armed 

with plenty of energy, 

lots of patience, and lots 

of ear plugs. 

Emotive   Designed to make you 

feel sorry for 

something.  

May almost plead with 

you.. 

The innocent children of 

East Africa are starving. 

Many are malnourished, ill 

and orphaned. 
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Analysis – Tone 

 
 

Tone (A) 

 

1. Identify the tone used by the writer (think about the 4 

key tones!) 

2. Quote an example of this tone. 

3. Explain how the writer creates this tone (ie. What kind of 

language they use) 

 

 

 

For example: 

 

Every computer games player has dreamt of working in the 

electronic games industry. If you are one of those, now 

might be your chance to shine: the market is booming and 

companies need all the gifted people they can get. If you 

are passionate about games and would rather be saving – or 

destroying! – the world on your computer than anything 

else, it’s a good start. 

 

a) What tone is created here? (1 A) 

b) How does the writer create this tone? (1 A) 
 

a) The tone is informal. 

 

b) “If you” and “your computer” 

It sounds as if the writer is speaking personally 

to the reader in the kind of words the reader 

would use themselves. 
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Have you ever munched your way through an 
entire bag of jelly babies but felt like you 
needed more to get your fix?  

Perhaps you're looking for that elusive Christmas 
present for your sweet-toothed chums who have 
no fear of diabetes?  

Well, help is at hand. Sweetie makers (in the US 
– where else?) have unveiled the world's largest 
gummy bear.  

 

Earlier this month, the makers of the Cooler 
eBook e-reader announced a deal with Google 
Books to create the world's biggest online e-book 
shop.  

Users here will have access to 500,000 titles and 
forecasters predicted this could lead to the 

demise of the bookshop. 

The tsunami devastated Japan. Thousands of 
people lost their homes, lost their livelihoods 
and lost beloved family members. Their 
suffering has been increased by the slow pace of 

rebuilding. 

Formal 

 

 

 

 

Informal 

 

 

 

 

Emotive 

 Tone Questions 

 
1. Match-up the passages below with the correct tone. 

2. Identify the words or phrases which helped you work 

out the tone. 
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We all understand…. 

 

One day you might have the same 

experience… 

 

All of us have been in the position… 

 

Our Scottish identity…. 

 

Involving the Reader 

 
Writers often try to make their writing more interesting (and 

informal) by making it sound as if they are speaking directly 

to you as a person – this is called involving the reader. 

 
To involve the reader, writers use the following kind of words 

and phrases: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Involving the reader also helps 

create an informal and chatty tone! 
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Evaluation Questions 

 
These questions normally come at the end of the passage and 

ask you to think about how well (effectively) the writer has 

written the passage. 

 

You might be asked to think about the whole passage or just one 

part of it. 

 

It is essential that you give your opinion in these questions 

and back it up by quoting from the text! 

 

Evaluation (E) 

 

1. Answer the question briefly, ie. explain how the 

technique/conclusion/passage etc. is effective.  

2. Quote from the passage to back-up your answer. 

3. Explain how this quote backs-up what you are saying. 

 
 

 

For example: 
 

Mrs Harper has a theory that men are big bairns when it comes to pain, 

even the big brusiers among us. 

 

The writer uses some Scots expression in this piece. Explain how 

these affected your enjoyment of the passage. (1 E) 
 

1. The use of Scots is effective because it is funny. 

2. “men are big bairns” 

3. The author is saying that men are just like big 

children which is funny because we all know it 

is true!  
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 Evaluation Questions 
 
A Walk in the Woods – Bill Bryson 
(a different extract from this book was used in an Intermediate 2 
English exam!) 
 
2. We hiked till five and camped beside a tranquil spring in a 

small, grassy clearing in the trees just off the trail. Because it 
was our first day back on the trail, we were flush for food, 
including perishables like cheese and bread that had to be  

5. eaten before they went off or were shaken to bits in our 
packs, so we rather gorged ourselves, then sat around smoking 
and chatting idly until persistent and numerous midgelike 
creatures (no-see-ums, as they are universally known along 
the trail) drove us into our tents. It was perfect  

10. sleeping weather, cool enough to need a bag but warm enough 
that you could sleep in your underwear, and I was looking 
forward to a long night's snooze--indeed was enjoying a long 
night's snooze--when, at some indeterminate dark hour, there 
was a sound nearby that made my eyes fly open. Normally, I  

15. slept through everything--through thunderstorms, through 
Katz's snoring and noisy midnight pees--so something big 
enough or distinctive enough to wake me was unusual. There 
was a sound of undergrowth being disturbed--a click of 
breaking branches, a weighty pushing through low foliage--and  

20. then a kind of large, vaguely irritable snuffling noise.   Bear!     
 

I sat bolt upright. Instantly every neuron in my brain was 
awake and dashing around frantically, like ants when you 
disturb their nest. I reached instinctively for my knife, then 
realized I had left it in my pack, just outside the tent.  

25. Nocturnal defense had ceased to be a concern after many 
successive nights of tranquil woodland repose. There was 
another noise, quite near.      

  
"Stephen, you awake?" I whispered.     

 
"Yup," he replied in a weary but normal voice.     

 
30. "What was that?"    
 

"How the hell should I know." 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"It sounded big."      

  
"Everything sounds big in the woods."     

 This was true. Once a skunk had come plodding through our 
35. camp and it had sounded like a stegosaurus. There was  
 another heavy rustle and then the sound of lapping at the  
 spring. It was having a drink, whatever it was.      
 

I shuffled on my knees to the foot of the tent, cautiously 
unzipped the mesh and peered out, but it was pitch black. As  

40. quietly as I could, I brought in my backpack and with the light  
 of a small flashlight searched through it for my knife. When I  
 found it and opened the blade I was appalled at how wimpy it  
 looked. It was a perfectly respectable appliance for, say,  
 buttering pancakes, but patently inadequate for defending  
45. oneself against 400 pounds of ravenous fur.      
 

Carefully, very carefully, I climbed from the tent and put on 
the flashlight, which cast a distressingly feeble beam. 
Something about fifteen or twenty feet away looked up at me. 
I couldn't see anything at all of its shape or size--only two  

50. shining eyes. It went silent, whatever it was, and stared back  
 at me.      
 
 "Stephen," I whispered at his tent, "did you pack a knife?"      
 
 "No."     
 

"Have you get anything sharp at all?"      
 
55. He thought for a moment.  
 
 "Nail clippers."  
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How effective is the author’s use of humour in this passage?  
(2 E) 

 

_The use of humour is effective because _________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
In this passage, the author tries to create an informal tone. How 
does this add to your enjoyment of the passage? (2 E) 

 

_The informal tone is effective because__________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


