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ANSWER 1

 (1 mark for each developed point)
British owned plantations (Sugar, tobacco, cotton, coffee) needed many workers. (1)

Caribbean Indians were not suitable for the work- they quickly died of disease and overwork. (1)

Europeans did not like the work and it was thought they could not work in a tropical climate. (1)

Africans were less likely to die from European diseases. (1)

Africans often had the farming skills needed to grow crops in a tropical climate. (1)

Traders made a big profit on each slave they sold in the West Indies. (1)

Improvements in shipbuilding meant up to 700 slaves could be carried on a single ship

Plantation slaves usually only lived between 4-7 years and had to be replaced. (1)

Europeans paid high prices for sugar, coffee, tobacco, and cotton. (1)

African chiefs were willing to exchange slaves for British goods. (Guns, metal, cloth, brandy, trinkets) (1)
The slave trade brought great wealth to Britain and merchants wanted African slaves to sell. (1)

The government encouraged the slave trade because it brought in a lot of tax.(1)

The slave trade increased British naval strength.  (1)
ANSWER 2 
The Sources disagree about responsibility for the slave trade. (1)

The Sources disagree about who started the slave trade. (1)
Source A -
claims the slave trade would not have been possible without help from Africans. 

Source B -
claims that Europeans were to blame for the slave trade. (1)


The Sources disagree about who introduced slave trading to Africa
Source A -
trading slaves was not new to Africa and Africans were not forced to take part. 

Source B - 
responsibility for the trade lies with Europe. (1)

The Sources disagree about who gained most from the slave trade. (1)
Source A -
West Africans fought to get a share of the slave trade –active and willing helpers

Source B - 
It was Europeans who made the death ships, branding irons, shackles etc. (1)

The Sources disagree about the Europeans needing the help of Africans. (1)
Source A - 
Europeans did not have the resources to capture millions of slaves deep in Africa.

Source B - 
white men invented the cruel, wicked barbaric trade. (1)
ANSWER 3 

WHO –It is by a West Indian plantation owner who would have good knowledge of the demand for African slaves. (1)

WHEN – It is a primary source from 1768 when the slave trade was growing.  (1)

WHY - It is a private family letter and is likely to be an honest view of the situation. (1)

WHAT – Good detail - Plantation owners prefer African slaves/  They are easily bought from traders on the West African coast/more able to resist European disease/. Many Africans are farmers who know a great deal about growing crops/ others are skilled ironworkers, miners and carpenters. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:

 Increasing demand for slaves in America and the West Indies (1)

Larger ships meant more slaves could be carried. (1)

The greed of African chiefs led to more slaves being captured and sold. (1)

The poor survival rates of slaves meant a constant supply was needed (1)

THE TRIANGULAR TRADE
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ANSWER 1 

 (1 mark for each developed point)
The trade followed a triangular route– the three points were Britain/West Africa/West Indies. (1)

The three stages were known as the Outward Passage/the Middle Passage/ the Home Passage. (1)

A voyage on the triangular route could take a year or more. (1)

The Outward Passage - Ships would load goods in Britain and sail to West Africa to trade for slaves. (1)

The Middle Passage - Slaves would then be shipped to the West Indies and sold.  (1)

The Home Passage - The ship would load West Indian produce to sell when it returned to Britain. (1)

African rulers provided the slaves in exchange for British goods – guns/cloth/metals/brandy. (1)

Slaves suffered terrible conditions on the voyage to the West Indies and many died.  (1)

In the West Indies, slaves were exchanged for sugar/coffee/ tobacco and rum.

Bristol, Liverpool, and London were the main ports involved in the slave trade.  (1)

ANSWER 2 
(Source – Own Knowledge)
There were plenty of slaves in Africa – Liverpool merchants sold 305,000. (1)

African rulers sold slaves at £12 – often for cheap British made goods. (1)

West Indian planters paid £60 - a good profit on each slave. (1)
West Indian sugar, coffee, tobacco, cotton could be sold at a big profit in Britain. (1)

Ships working on the triangular trade made a profit at each stage of the voyage. (1)
British traders also sold slaves to plantations in North and South America. (1)

The cost of fitting out ships and paying sailors was small compared to the money that could be made. (1)

Ships would cram as many slaves as possible into the hold and spend very little on food for them. (1)
There was a growing demand for slaves in the West Indies and prices increased during the 18th century. (1)
ANSWER 3

WHO –It is by merchant giving written orders to a slave ship captain. (1)

WHEN -It is a primary source from 1771 during the time of the slave trade. (1)

WHY -To make sure the captain understands what he has to do. (1)

WHAT - Good detail - You are to take on board from Mr. Paul Bridson trade goods ...then set sail for Guinea/ leave when you have got 350 slaves and then proceed to Barbados/ On your return to Liverpool, fully load the ship with the island produce at the best prices you can get. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-
The journey times for each stage of the triangle. (1)

The very large profits from slave trading were more than could be made from any other trade. (1)

How the slaves were obtained in Africa

Conditions for slaves on board ships were horrific and the slaves were treated with great cruelty.  (1)

Slave auctions in the Caribbean Islands, (1)
THE MIDDLE PASSAGE
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ANSWER 1   

(1 mark for each developed point)
Slaves were kept in a hold below deck.  

The men were chained and packed close together. 
Men had to lie flat on their backs, as there was no room to sit up. 
By the end of the eighteenth century most slave ships used a ‘tight pack’, which was worse for slaves. 
Slave hold often had no ventilation and became hot and stuffy with the heat from so many bodies. 
There were no toilets – only a few buckets between hundreds of slaves.  
Disease such as dysentery and smallpox often broke out in these hot, filthy conditions. 
Most ships had a doctor but medical care was very poor and sick slaves were thrown overboard.  
Cheap European food and seasickness made slaves ill – vomiting diarrhea – terrible smell. 
Slaves were branded with hot irons punished with whips, thumbscrews/force-fed using jaw openers. 
Slaves were forced to dance on deck to give them some exercise and fresh air. 
Female slaves were often raped and sexually abused by the crew. 
ANSWER 2 
WHO – It is a primary source by a former slave ship captain who would have personal experience of conditions for slaves during the middle passage. (1)

WHEN – It is a primary source 1788 during the time of the slave trade. (1)

WHY - Describe his experiences as a slave trader and inform the public of the horrors of the middle passage. (1)

WHAT - Good detail- The hardships and suffering….are impossible to imagine/ The exclusion of fresh air is among the most intolerable/ I often went down among them until their room became so extremely hot I could only stand it for a very short time/ The air, made poisonous by the sweat from their bodies and being repeatedly breathed, soon produces fevers and infections, which kill great numbers of them. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:

Sick slaves were often thrown overboard. (1)

The punishment and abuse of slaves on board ship was very cruel. (1)

The food provided often made slaves sick

Forced dancing on deck to keep slaves fit for sale. (1)

Slaves were chained and kept in cramped conditions.  (1) 

ANSWER 3 
The Sources disagree about the treatment of African slaves during the middle passage. (1)

The Sources disagree about the conditions slaves were kept in. (1)
Source A - 
claims slaves were kept in a hot stuffy hold where disease soon spread.

Source B -
claims slaves were looked after and care was taken over their health and welfare. (1)

The Sources disagree about how slaves were treated. (1)
Source A -
the hardships and suffering of the Negroes is impossible to imagine. 

Source B -
we allowed more freedom and were tender to them. (1)


The Sources disagree about the cleanliness of slave ships. (1)
Source A -
Exclusion of fresh air/intolerable heat/air made poisonous by sweat of their bodies. 

Source B - 
they did wash from time to time because it looked sweeter and more agreeable. (1)

The Sources disagree about how slaves were affected by conditions on board ship. (1)
Source A -
poison air… produces fevers and infections, which kill great numbers. 

Source B - 
they entertained themselves on deck singing, dancing and sporting which pleased them highly. (1)

LIFE ON A PLANTATION
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ANSWER 1 

 (1 mark for each developed point)
Slaves had to work all day under the hot sun and were whipped to make them work harder (1)

It was hard, tiring labour in the fields or the sugar-boiling house. (1)

At harvest time slaves had to work 18 hours a day. (1)

Women and children were also forced to work. (1)

Pregnant women had to work until the child was born and return to the fields soon after. (1)

Slaves were whipped for even small mistakes. (1)

Plantation owners could have a slave’s hand or feet cut off or have them executed. (1)

Slaves were only given poor food and lived in small huts that they built themselves. (1)

Disease and overwork led to a high death rate most slaves did not last more than seven years. (1)

Some slaves worked as house servants or as skilled workers and they had better lives. (1)

ANSWER 2 

WHO -It is by the wife of a plantation owner who would have good knowledge of how slaves were treated. (1)

WHEN - It is a primary source from 1802 when many black slaves worked in the Caribbean. (1)

WHY -It was written to inform readers about how slaves were punished. (1)

WHAT -Good detail- the slaves to be branded with the initial letters of their master’s name/ a load of heavy iron hooks hung about their necks/ they are loaded with chains. Instruments of torture- the iron muzzle, thumbscrews and whips (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:

The book was written in 1802 and may have been by an abolitionist who wanted to end slavery. (1)

Caribbean Islands introduced laws which laid down cruel punishments for slaves. (1)

The killing of slaves for even minor crimes was common. (1)
White planters were greatly outnumbered by slaves and terrified of slave revolts. (1) 

ANSWER 3 

(Source – Own Knowledge)
Many slaves died because they could not adapt to plantation life and the climate of the West Indies. (1)

Plantation owners worked slaves so hard that they died from overwork and exhaustion. (1)

Plantation owners had little interest in the wellbeing of their slaves as long as they made a profit. (1)

After the middle passage slaves were weak - many died soon after they arrived in the West Indies. (1)

Some slaves died after severe punishments were inflicted on them. (1)

Many slaves died from tropical diseases and fevers. (1)

Some slaves were executed for rebellion or resistance to their masters. (1)
Some Africans could not face a life of slavery and committed suicide. (1)

RESISTANCE AND REVOLT
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ANSWER 1 

(Source – Own Knowledge)
There were slave rebellions against plantation owners but they were usually put down quickly. (1)

Plantation slaves in the West Indies attempted to escape but very few were successful. (1)

Africans fought against the slave raiders in Africa to avoid capture and enslavement. (1)

Slaves attempted to take over ships during the middle passage. (1)

They attacked and killed members of the crew. (1)

Some slaves committed suicide by jumping overboard or starving themselves.  (1)

Many slaves pretended to be stupid, worked slowly and broke tools and machines. (1)

ANSWER 2  

 (1 mark for each developed point)
Slaves were in a strange land far from home with no hope of getting back and no place to run to. 
Punishments for slaves who resisted were cruel and it took a lot of courage to resist.  
White planters had guns– slaves had no weapons.  
Slaves were weak and in no state to resist after the middle passage. 
Slaves from the same tribe were usually split up to stop them joining together to resist. 
Runaway slaves found it difficult to survive and were easily identified by their skin colour. 
Runaways were punished by whipping/ heavy iron collars around heir necks/ hand or foot cut off.
Rebellion usually meant a long painful death for slaves. 
Slave owners backed up by the army if this was necessary to put down rebellions.  
ANSWER 3 

WHO -It is from the logbook of a slave ship written by the captain.  (1) 

WHEN – It is a primary source from 1770 when many ships were involved in the slave trade. (1)

WHY -The logbook was to provide an accurate record of the voyage for legal and insurance purposes.  (1)
WHAT - Good detail- The slaves made a rebellion, which was soon ended with the loss of two women/ The slaves attempted an escape, lost a man who jumped over board and drowned/ The slaves this day proposed making an insurrection and a few of them got off their handcuffs but were caught in time/ The slaves attempted to force up the gratings in the night with intent to murder the whites   (1)

WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-

Many records show that the middle passage was dangerous. (1)
Slaves outnumbered the crew often by more than 20 to 1. (1)

Sailors were often killed and had to keep a constant look out for rebellion.  (1)

Some slaves did succeed in taking over the ship but did not know how to sail it. (1) 
Some slaves resisted by refusing to eat and tried to starve to death. (1)
Some slaves jumped overboard and drowned themselves. (1)

EFFECTS OF SLAVERY: AFRICA
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ANSWER 1 

(Source – Own Knowledge)
African rulers were willing to trade slaves for cheap goods. (1)

They were greedy and vain - they wanted European goods, especially guns. (1)

They were willing to go to war and carry out raids to capture slaves to trade.

African rulers who obtained a lot of guns became more powerful and could capture more slaves to.  (1)

European traders paid a high price to African rulers for slaves. (1)
Selling slaves made many African chiefs very rich. (1)
Slave trading ships had to pay a tax to the local chief and give him presents. (1)
Slave traders had to pay chiefs for slaves to be taken from the shore to the ship. (1)

With European guns some chiefs increased their power and took over the lands of other tribes. (1)
Some kingdoms became very wealthy – Dahomey and Ashanti lived by organizing slave raids. (1)

ANSWER 2 

WHO -It is by a slave trader who would have good knowledge of how slaves were obtained in raids and wars.  (1) 

WHEN - It is a primary source from 1804 when slave raids were common in Africa. (1)

WHY – Provide evidence to Parliament about his experience as a slave trader in Africa.  (1)
WHAT - Good detail - When agents complained about the lack of slaves the king promised to go to war/ Sure enough ….eighty warriors marched off / They attack and set fire to villages and seize the inhabitants/ Any who are too old to sell are butchered. (1)
WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-

The source is from during the abolition campaign when MPs were investigating the slave trade. (1)

The slave trade turned Africa into a cruel savage place where people lived in constant fear of slave raids. (1)
The traditional economy and societies were destroyed and thousands of Africans were killed.  (1)  
Thousands of captives died or were killed on the journey to the coast. (1)
ANSWER 3

 (1 mark for each developed point)
Africa lost a large number of people who were taken as slaves – possibly 20-30 million. 
The slave trade led to a big increase in wars, raids and kidnapping. 
Millions of Africans died in wars, raids or on the journey to the coast. 
Africa became a dangerous violent place where people could no longer live in peace and safety 
Tribes who had lived in peace became enemies and their whole way of life was destroyed. 
Most of the slaves taken were males aged 12-25 – the most important working age group. 
Farmland was abandoned or destroyed and people moved to escape from slave raids and wars. 
Slavery became the main source of wealth in Africa and was seen as a ‘normal’ way of life. 
Cheap European imports destroyed any chance of Africans developing their economy. 
Some coastal kingdoms became wealthy and powerful as a result of the slave trade. 
EFFECTS OF SLAVERY: BRITAIN
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ANSWER 1 

(1 mark for each developed point)
Britain sold many goods (cloth, metals, and guns) to Africa. 
Britain imported valuable produce (sugar, coffee, tobacco, cotton) paid for by the sale of slaves. 
British merchants involved in the slave trade became very rich. 
The slave trade made Britain the world’s leading sea power. 
More ships were needed and thousands of jobs were created making ships, sails, ropes etc. 
The trade provided thousands of sailors with work. 
The trade provided work for thousands of manufacturers of cloth, metal and guns. 
Slave trade profits helped pay for improvements in British agriculture, industry and transport. 
The trade led to the growth of ports such as Bristol and Liverpool. 
Banking and insurance services developed as a result of the slave trade. 
The government got most of its money from customs duties (tax) related to the slave trade.  
ANSWER 2 

(Source – Own Knowledge)
Profits from the slave trade made Liverpool an important financial centre. (1)

The slave trade made Liverpool one of the largest ports in the world. (1)

The slave trade employed thousands of people in Liverpool. (1)

The slave trade led to an increase in population from 10,000 to over 70,000. (1)

The slave trade brought a lot of money to the town- many Liverpool merchants became very wealthy. (1)

New docks and warehouses were built and thousand were employed as dockers etc. (1)
Liverpool became an important center of shipbuilding. (1)

Many manufacturers and craftsmen moved to the town and worked making goods for the trade. (1)

Many of the public buildings in Liverpool (and private mansions) were built from the profits of the slave trade. (1)
ANSWER 3 

WHO -It is from the Customs & Excise records of Liverpool.  (1) 

WHEN – It is a primary source based on customs records of the eighteenth century. (1) 

WHY -Customs & Excise records were kept so that the government could collect tax from merchants and ships – they would be very accurate. (1)
WHAT - Good detail on how the number of ships leaving for Africa increased from 2 in 1700 to 132 by 1800. (1)

WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-

Liverpool became the most important slave trading port in Britain. (1)

The development of the port, docks and warehouses was a result of the slave trade. (1)

The growth of the city was a result of the slave trade. (1)

Employment shipbuilding and manufacturing in Liverpool grew because of the slave trade. (1)

Liverpool merchants became very wealthy from slave trade profits.  (1)
THE ABOLITIONIST CAMPAIGN
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ANSWER 1 
(1 mark for each developed point)
Opposition started with the Quakers who believed that slavery was morally wrong. 
In 1787 the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was set up and gathered public support. 
Many people opposed the trade because of the cruelty, suffering and deaths it caused. 
Slaves were treated very badly during the middle passage and many slaves died. 
The trade led to wars, death and destruction in Africa. 
Slaves were sold at auction and families were split up. 
The American and French revolutions and the writings of Thomas Paine led to a growing view that all humans had rights and should be free. 
Some opponents believed that if the slave trade stopped, all slavery would soon end. 
Adam Smith, the economist, argued that slaves were more expensive than free labour and this increased the price of sugar and other produce. 
The Prime Minister William Pitt believed the slave trade prevented the development of industry. 
The trade led to the deaths of thousands of British sailors.  
ANSWER 2 

(Source – Own Knowledge)
The abolitionists showed the public the real horrors and cruelty of the slave trade. (1)

They published leaflets showing how slaves were packed tight on slave ships. (1)

Josiah Wedgewood produced a cameo showing a poor African begging to be free. (1)

The Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was set up in 1787 and had branches all over Britain. (1)

Thomas Clarkson was appointed to collect evidence about the slave trade. (1)
He interviewed thousands of sailors and collected equipment used to control and torture slaves. (1)

He published his evidence in a pamphlet to let the public know about the horrors of the trade. (1)

Abolitionists collected signatures and sent petitions to Parliament. (1)

Books, newspapers, posters and pamphlets were used to gain public support. (1)

The abolitionists held large public meetings all over the country. (1)

Africans in Britain such as Oloudah Equiano spoke and wrote about their experiences. (1)

Abolitionists campaigned to persuade people not to buy slave produced sugar (1)

In Parliament, William Wilberforce argued against the trade and introduced Bills to have it abolished. (1). 

The Society for Abolition persuaded witnesses to give evidence to Parliament about the slave trade. (1)  
ANSWER 3

WHO -It is from a speech by Wilberforce who led the abolition campaign in Parliament.  (1) 

WHEN - It is a primary source from 1789 when Wilberforce was campaigning to end the slave trade

WHY -Prove to MPs that the slave trade was dangerous and killed many sailors. (1)
WHAT - Good detail- More sailors die in one year in the slave trade, than die in two years in all our other trades/ the original crews consisted of 3170 sailors - of these only 1428 returned. (1)

WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-

Any relevant point from Answer 1 on this page should be awarded a mark.
 SUPPORT FOR THE SLAVE TRADE
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ANSWER 1 


(Source – Own Knowledge)
British colonies and plantations in the West Indies depended on the slave trade. (1)
The money made from the slave trade helped to pay the costs of government. (1)
If Britain abolished the slave trade her enemies would take it over for their own colonies. (1)

Britain’s position as the world’s greatest naval power depended on the slave trade. (1)

The trade employed thousands of British sailors and taught them seafaring skills. (1)
Abolition of the slave trade would destroy Britain’s empire and her sea power. (1)

British plantation owners did not want the trade to end because they needed cheap labour. (1)

The slave trade was very profitable and brought huge wealth to Britain. (1)

The government got most of its money from taxes related to the slave trade. (1)

Plantation owners argued that abolition would ruin them and there would be no sugar etc. (1)

Some believed that other countries would take over the trade and the profits if Britain abolished it. (1)

Some argued Africans were happier, civilized and converted to Christianity when they were slaves. (1)
Some argued that slaves were prisoners of war and would be killed if they could not be sold as slaves. (1)

Manufacturers who supplied trade goods for Africa did not want the trade to end. (1)

Some argued that abolitionists were exaggerating and that slaves were well treated on British ships. (1)

Some people believed that abolition of the trade would lead to slave revolts in the West Indies. (1)

Many people had racist views and believed Africans were inferior, not ready for freedom and it was God’s will that they should be slaves. (1)

After 1793, Britain was at war with France and people argued that the country needed money from the slave trade.  (1)
ANSWER 2 

(1 mark for each developed point)
Merchants set up organisations to oppose the abolitionists. 
Anti abolitionist petitions were sent to Parliament. 
The African Committee and the West Indies Planters Association were set up to oppose abolition. 
Slave owning Members of Parliament voted against abolition of the slave trade.
Merchants and plantation owners bribed members of Parliament to vote against abolition. 
Anti abolitionists gave evidence to Parliament claiming the trade was vital to Britain and was not cruel  

Letters were written to newspapers supporting the slave trade. 
Abolitionists were accused of being revolutionaries and in the pay of the French.
ANSWER 3

WHO - It is a petition to parliament from Liverpool Corporation.  (1) 

WHEN -   It is a primary source from 1788 when abolitionists were trying to end the slave trade. (1)

WHY -   Convince MPs that it would be harmful to Britain to abolish the slave trade. (1)
WHAT –Good detail – Your Petitioners advise against the abolition of this source of wealth/ …the slave trade… concerns the welfare of …Liverpool and the interest of the kingdom in general/ abolition would ruin Liverpool and the West Indies/ destroy British manufacturer/ ruin the property of the English merchants in the West Indies, reduce the public revenue/ weaken the naval power of Great Britain.  (1)

WEAKNESS - The source is limited and does not mention:-

Any relevant point from Answer 1 on this page should be awarded a mark.

THE END OF THE SLAVE TRADE
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ANSWER 1 


(Source – Own Knowledge)
It was thought that the profits from the slave trade were needed to pay for the war against France. (1)

Some argued that the slave trade was a good source of trained seamen for the Royal Navy (1)

The House of Commons refused to vote for abolition of the slave trade. (1)

It was argued that the French might take over the slave trade if Britain abolished it. (1)

Abolitionists became associated with revolutionary ideas from France. (1)

Abolition of the slave trade might encourage slaves in the British West Indies to rebel. (1)

The slave revolt on the French island of Haiti led to the deaths of many white planters and their families and the freed slaves set up an independent state. (1)

The army of ex-slaves on Haiti led by Toussaint L’Ouverture defeated the French, Spanish and British forces and there was concern that they would set free the slaves on other Carribean islands. (1)
ANSWER 2 

The Sources disagree about why the slave trade was abolished. (1)

The Sources disagree about which abolitionist arguments were most important. (1)
Source A -
argues that the moral, religious and humanitarian case for abolition was most important. 

Source B - 
argues that the economic case for abolition was the main reason. (1)

The Sources disagree about why MPs ended the slave trade. (1)
Source A - 
claims it was not stories of cruelty that persuaded Parliament to abolish the trade.

Source B -
claims the abolitionists won because they made MPs aware of the horrors of the middle passage.  (1)

The Sources disagree about the importance of the slave trade to the British economy. (1)
Source A -
No civilized, Christian nation could allow the slave trade to continue. 

Source B -
New industries and markets meant the slave trade was not so important. (1)


The Sources disagree about why the government ended the slave trade. (1)
Source A -
Moral force of the abolitionist case was irresistible. 

Source B - 
Pitt thought the slave trade was preventing industrial development. (1)

ANSWER 3 

 (1 mark for each developed point)
Parliament passed an Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade in 1807. 
The Act made it illegal for British subjects to trade in slaves. 
The Royal navy was ordered to stop and search any ship that might be carrying slaves.  
Individuals who were caught had to pay a fine of £100 – a very large amount of money at that time. 
British merchants and ship owners had to pay a fine of £100 for each slave found on their ships. 
British ships were forbidden to carry slaves and ships could be confiscated if caught. 
Insurance for slave ships was against the law and insurance companies who provided cover had to pay heavy fines. 
SCHOOL
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