
D a l k e i t h  H i g h  S c h o o lWinter 2015

Josh Cormack, S3

Lauryn Lindsay, S3

Cameron Cowie, S3

Harry Spence, S3



WINTER 2015

4 HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

 

5 THE PARENT COUNCIL
 STAINED GLASS UPDATE

6 FUNDRAISING

7 S5 CHALLENGE

8 P7 OPEN EVENING
 RYLA AWARD
 

9 ENHANCED CURRICULUM
 KIDS’ LIT QUIZ

10 SPORTS NEWS

13 DHS CYCLE CLUB

14 DRAMA NEWS
 MATHS NEWS

15 ASDAN

16 S1 OUTDOOR LEARNING

17 MODEL UNITED NATIONS
 SAMYE LING MONASTERY

 
18 EDINBURGH CENTRAL MOSQUE
 SUSTAINABILITY

19 BIMA DIGITAL DAY

20 STEM

22 JARNAC EXCHANGE
 ERIN MUNRO ON THE RADIO

23 BATTLE OF THE BANDS

24 DOWNLOAD OUR APP! 

MR ROBERTSON’S CHRISTMAS CAKE RECIPE

Ingredients       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Method

1. Light oven 160◦ C / Gas 4. 

2. Line a deep cake tin. 

3. Check fruit for stalks. 

4. Chop almonds. 

5. Cut each cherry into 8 pieces. 

6. Grate zest of lemon/orange and squeeze juice. 

7. Put all fruit and nuts into large bowl with the brandy and lemon juice. 

8. Cover with cling-film and marinate (soak) overnight. 

9. Adjust shelves to just below middle of oven. 

10. Sieve flour mixed spice and salt onto plate, grate nutmeg on top. 

11. Chop up butter with a table knife and cream butter and sugars in a large bowl. 

12. Beat with electric whisk until light, fluffy and pale in colour. 

13. Break eggs into a small bowl before adding to the mixture one at a time and beat well. If the mixture shows 

signs of curdling add a spoonful of flour along with the eggs. 

14. Mix marinated fruit with sieved dry ingredients to coat fruits thoroughly – this helps to stop the fruit sinking in the 

cake. 

15. Fold (incorporate) fruit mixture into creamed egg mixture. 

16. Deposit the prepared mixture into the lined tin. Smooth the top leaving it slightly concave (dipping down in the 

middle). 

17. Wrap and tie a further layer of brown paper around the outside of the tin. 

18. Bake for 1 hour and then turn down the oven to 140c / Gas 3 and bake for another 1 hour until light brown and 

firm to the touch.  

19. Test with a skewer, which should come out clean when inserted into the centre of the cake i.e. no mixture 

sticking to it when it is removed. 

20. Remove brown paper and allow the cake to cool in the tin sitting on a cooling tray.   

                                        
NOTE: Pouring a little brandy over the cake while it is still warm will improve its keeping qualities.
Remove from the tin when cold - leave the paper on. 
Store cake wrapped in a layer of greaseproof paper and tin-foil/cling film until ready to coat with 
marzipan and icing.

 
 

Plate 
175g Plain Flour 
5ml Mixed Spice 
2.5ml Grated Nutmeg  
Pinch of Salt 

Large bowl 2
175g Butter 
25g Caster Sugar  
150g Soft Brown Sugar 

Small Bowl
4 eggs  
 

Large bowl 1
500g Mixed Dried Fruit
25g Almonds 
50g Glace Cherries 
50g Mixed Peel 
Grated rind and juice of 1 Orange 
15 ml Brandy  
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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE

The term that is coming to an end has 
been a busy one indeed.  How quickly 
the weeks have passed since we returned 
to school in August!  This edition of the 
newsletter will give a flavour of the many 
achievements of our pupils since the 
summer.

I am very keen to support the twinning arrangement between the town of Dalkeith 
and Jarnac in France; I believe it brings many benefits to both communities.  A 
group of our pupils visited our twinning partners in October, finding the experience 
to be both educational and enjoyable.   Many new friendships were made which 
I hope will be long-lasting. I am delighted that the pupils represented the school 
and the town of Dalkeith so well.  Sales of brioche and croissants in our local 
supermarket have apparently increased since the group returned from France!

Our senior pupils are progressing well through their courses with prelim exams for 
many after the Christmas break.  Visitors to the school often comment on the calm 
and purposeful environment in our school community which is very important for 
learning to take place.  Most departments provide opportunities for pupils to attend 
Study Clubs or Revision classes and I would encourage all pupils to take advantage 
of all that is on offer to help with their performance in their subjects.  Further 
information is available on the school website.  I would ask all families to look out 
for reports coming home as they will provide useful information about the progress 
being made by pupils.

Next term will see our pupils in S2, 3, 4 and 5 making decisions about their 
learning pathways.  The Senior Phase Coursing Information Evening takes place 
on Wednesday, 6th January and I would urge parents/carers of pupils in S3, 4 and 5 
to attend this important meeting.  A letter has been sent home regarding this event 
and is also available on the school website.  A similar meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 2nd March for parents/carers of pupils in S2; further information will be 
distributed closer to the time.

In closing, I would like to thank all families in our school community for their 
support throughout the year and wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas 
break.  I look forward to working with you in the New Year.

 
Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

We’ve had a great start back to school and are very pleased to have welcomed some 
new faces to the Parent Council, especially those from our new S1. Our meetings 
continue to be really productive. 
We’re delighted that the stained glass window, commissioned for the centenary and 
worked on by stained glass artist Kate Henderson and some S2 pupils, is nearing 
completion. We hope to have an unveiling in early 2016. 
The Parent Council has been involved in consultation about exciting developments 
around the curriculum and how it’s delivered at DHS. This was taken to a meeting, 
which all parents were invited to on the 19th November, and will help to shape the 
future of how the Curriculum for Excellence is delivered at DHS and ultimately 
across Midlothian. 
We are also beginning to plan our fundraising events for next year, and as our 
Ceilidh two years ago was such a success, we’ve decided that we will have another 
one. This will be on Friday the 18th of March, so watch this space for details. 
Best wishes to all for a healthy and happy holiday season, and very best wishes for 
2016 from all at the Parent Council.

Caroline Pearson (Chair)

The S2 pupils involved with the design 
of the centenary stained glass panel really 
enjoyed their visit to Kate Henderson’s 
workshop on 24 November and were 
engaged throughout. Each pupil created 
a circular monogram in class that will be 
included in Kate’s final design and they were 
delighted that their work will be included on 
such an iconic piece of art that will be on 
display for years to come. Mrs Dobson and 
I were particularly impressed by the quality 
of Kate’s work and we are looking forward 
to seeing the completed design hanging in 
the school corridor next year.
The pupils involved are - Alasdair Murphy, 
Bailli Reid, Katrina Bruce, Lewis Wilson, 
Emily Docherty, Penny Andrews, Rachel 
Cartledge, Niamh Clelland, Vlad Kurnosovs 
and Adin Carlisle.

THE PARENT COUNCIL

KATE HENDERSON’S STUDIO
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Many thanks to everyone who purchased Fairtrade advent 
calendars. £220 was raised in Dalkeith High School and 
this money will be used to support sustainable projects in 
developing countries.
Enjoy your chocolate!

Pupils  raised £434.94 for Croix-Rouge française (French Red 
Cross) through their bake sale. Well done to all involved.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Shoebox Appeal! We 
managed to send away over 60 boxes, meaning that we have managed to 
help over 60 families this Christmas. This is an excellent start to what we 
hope will become a school tradition. Thank you again!

FAIRTRADE ADVENT CALENDARS

£434.94 FOR CROIX-ROUGE FRANÇAISE

SHOEBOX APPEAL

£540 RAISED DURING DYSLEXIA AWARENESS WEEK AT DHS ST ANDREW’S DAY CHALLENGE - By Poppy Church-Olney, S5

Dyslexia Awareness Week was celebrated at DHS from Monday 2nd to Friday 6th November with 
this year’s theme being “Making Sense of Dyslexia” - be it at home, in the workplace, at school or 
somewhere else.

Throughout the week staff and senior pupils wore their Blue Ribbons (which 

is the symbol for dyslexia), in order to help raise awareness in class. Resources 
were made available for staff to use during lessons to highlight some of the 

challenges and strengths associated with dyslexia, and all S1 Pupils attended 
an Assembly on Dyslexia Awareness Week.
To end Dyslexia Awareness Week, pupils and staff took part in a Dress 
Down Wear Blue Day, as well as a bake sale, in support of dyslexia 
awareness. S3 ASDAN pupils also volunteered to bake cakes, set up tables 
and helped sell the cakes during the Friday morning bake sale. Pupils queued up to purchase the 

delightful homemade cakes with the total money raised being a staggering £540. Dalkeith High 
School will donate the money to Dyslexia Scotland.
A great big thank you to staff and pupils for all their support and efforts.

Our Usual Day At School Got Turned Upside Down! 
We were given our first challenge before the summer, which went so well that it was decided we should 
attempt a follow-up challenge. On Thursday the 26th November, the S5’s of Dalkeith High School came 
together in the assembly hall, where Mr Bruton introduced the challenge and then left the details tucked 

into an envelope in front of us all. This challenge was for S5’s and was to have no assistance from teachers 
- all they could do was stand by and observe. The contents of the envelope said that we were required to 

arrange an event for up to 100 of our community’s senior citizens for the following day, running from 
11:30 to12:45. The event had to be St. Andrew’s Day themed, and we had to provide entertainment, with 
refreshments available, as well as the venue having to be appropriately decorated to suit the theme; we also 

had to provide a keepsake of the event for each of the guests to take away. All of this had to be done with a 

budget of £100. 
Time flew by and before we knew it, it was 11:30 Friday morning. Guests were welcomed and escorted 
to tables. On their way in, they were offered a St. Andrew’s day sticker. There were programmes on the 

tables with details of the arranged entertainment for the day, and the senior citizens were offered tea/coffee. 
A picnic buffet was also available. After a few words of welcome to our guests, the fun began. With the 

excellent assistance of Jenny Cuthbert, we ran a Scottish Country Dancing session. Pupils performed a 
practice demonstration first so everyone knew what they were doing, and then guests joined in. There were 
smiles on the faces of everyone. 

To recover after the dancing, there followed musical performances from talented individuals in our year. 

A popular band in our year, ‘Martin Place’, sang ‘I’m With You’. ‘My Love Is Like A Red Red Rose’ and 

‘Caledonia’ were all also performed to give the event a Scottish feel. To the strains of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ 

the senior citizens and pupils all took to the floor and joined hands to form a circle in the hall; it was very 
moving to see how naturally everyone came together for this traditional song. 

During the event there was a raffle, which was used as a fundraiser to collect money to help support the 
recovery of Paris after the attacks. There were prizes available such as a jumper, champagne, bath sets and 
much more.

On the way out guests were given a blue bookmark with a ‘thank you’ from Dalkeith High School on it. 

Everyone had a great time, and the event was a complete success. Vivian Wallace, who has been involved 

for several years with the S5 induction day event, said it was “The best one yet” - which I am proud of. 
Thanks to all the S5’s and the teachers who arranged this experience for us and to Mrs Bain for all of her 
photocopying!

7



ENHANCED CURRICULUMP7 OPEN EVENING
The enhanced curriculum has been fortunate enough to enlist the help of a number of 
very talented external volunteers/partners to help in the delivery of some of its courses. 
These volunteers include Rev Keith Mack, Philip Meldrum, Christopher Anderson, Mike 
Weaver, Elaine Grant, Wendy Adam, Roddy Davidson and Louisa Dickinson.
Here we see a group of S2 pupils engaged in Art Therapy.
Other activities taking place are jewellery making, garden restoration and outdoor pursuits.

Congratulations to Shannon Henderson and Mairi 
McHale who have been awarded the Esk Valley 
Rotary Club, Bob Stewart RYLA Memorial Trophy 
for their hard work and achievements at the RYLA 
course this year.
Thirty young people, who had all attended the RYLA 
camps at Abernethy Trust’s Adverture and Outward 
Bound Centre in July, organised and took part in 
a sponsored walk in the Pentland Hills on Sunday 
4th October to raise funds to help the eradication of 
polio in the two remaining countries in the world – 
Afganistan and Pakistan.
The girls contributed very much to the success of the 
event and gained a lot from their RYLA experience.
While Mairi completed her Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
Expedition, Shannon volunteered to be part of the 
organising and communication committee for the 
sponsored walk. She applied the leadership and 
team-building skills that had been discussed during 
the course and helped the girls raise £454.26 for 
‘End Polio Now’.
Well done girls!

Dalkeith High School welcomed Primary 7 pupils and their families for an evening 
of information and discovery as they prepare for their transition to Secondary School.  
The evening began with an address from the Headteacher and talks from S1 and S6 
pupils who described their experiences at Dalkeith High and all the opportunities 
they have had here.  Mrs McDermott gave a presentation about the pastoral support 
provided and Mrs Pearson encouraged families to get involved with the Parent 
Council.

The pupils and their families were then able to explore the departments at their leisure 
including taking part in experiments in the Science department, seeing the S1 projects 
in CDT, solving a mystery in the English department and witnessing debates with Mrs 
Ryan and her pupils.

The evening was extremely well-attended with additional seating required in the 
Assembly Hall.  Feedback from those who attended the evening was very positive and 
the P7 pupils enjoyed seeing the current S1 who were helping out and chatting about 
what they are doing in their First Year at Dalkeith High School.

We are a group of S1 pupils from 

Dalkeith High school who were 

chosen by our teachers to participate 

in the Kids’ Lit Quiz 2015!
There were ten rounds of ten 

questions with prizes to be won 
throughout.

Unfortunately we didn’t win, but we 

tried our best and we had lots of fun!

We enjoyed participating in this 

year’s competition and we hope we 

will be able to do it again next year.

Abby Pearson, Ava Moffat, Maya 

Pearson and Beth Falconer.

KIDS’ LIT QUIZ
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iORIENTEERING
iOrienteering has been a new activity implemented by Mr 
Agnew in PE over the last year. QR Codes are set up around the 
playing fields and learners are able to develop their orienteering 
skills through the use of an App. This has helped to engage pupils 
with outdoor learning. iOrienteering has also given learners the opportunity to develop key 
significant aspects of learning in PE such as problem solving and decision making.

Courses can be linear or point:
‘Linear’ - going from control to control in a particular order
‘Point’ -  each control is worth a different number of points and pupils need to figure out 
the best possible route to take.

Mr Agnew will be introducing an iOrienteering club after Christmas where learners can 
not only go out and compete at different courses, but they can also get the opportunity to 
set up new courses and maintain the courses too!

Education Scotland visited the school to ask Mr Agnew and a group of S4 pupils who have 
trialed iOrienteering how it had been implemented. For more information on this please 
visit the school website where there is a video of the pupils showing how iOrienteering 
works! 

It is hoped over time the course can be used by the wider community of Dalkeith as a new 
and enjoyable way to keep fit. 

If you are interested in setting up a course yourself please visit www.iorienteering.com

We have 2 wonderful groups of S3 
dancers who have been very busy lately 

working on two projects.  In October, 

the Dance pupils attended a cinema 

screening of ‘BBC Ten Pieces’,  where 

they were introduced to ten popular 

pieces of classical music by a variety 

of different composers and DJs.  On 

returning to school they were required 

to investigate the influences to the 
music and pick a piece to choreograph. 

They worked in small groups of 2 or 
3 and had to design the costumes and 
staging for their short dance. They will 

be continuing to work on this throughout 

the year. 

The second very exciting project which 
the S3 dancers have undertaken is the 
‘Rambert Elements Choreography 

Challenge’. We applied to be a part of 

this challenge in September by submitting a written application and a video. Out of 

hundreds of schools in the UK, our application was successful. The girls then received 

a masterclass workshop with one of the Rambert professionals in order to introduce 

them to the choreography and themes 

which they had to work to. 

The music, ‘Adjustable Wrench’, 

composed by Micheal Torke, is 11 

minutes long and is quite a challenge (in 

length and content) for our groups. The 

theme is based mainly on the flocking 
and murmuration of birds.

The Lead choreographer, Mark Baldwin, 

believes that ‘if you can skip you can dance’, so the girls are required to choreograph 

lots of travelling skipping motifs. The pupils will perform on the 28th 
of January at the Festival Theatre. If they are selected from the North of 

England & Scotland Group, they may be asked to perform in London!

S3 DANCE 

EDINBURGH & MIDLOTHIAN SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
A massive well done to both Ellie Doolan and Jodie 
Finlay who competed at the Edinburgh and Midlothian 
Swimming Championships on Sunday 23rd November. 
Ellie posted a PB in the 100m freestyle, which was 
fantastic. Jodie (pictured right) just missed out on 
a medal in the 100m breaststroke, but then swam 
amazingly to secure second place and a medal in 

the 200m backstroke! Both girls did 
themselves and their school proud! 1110



Mr Carruthers is Scottish Ski Coach of the Year!

Mr Carruthers was nominated for Scottish 

Snowsports Coach of the Year by Lothian Ski 

Racing Association.

He was chosen for the award for coaching young 

people, and training them to become ski racers. 

The trainees have had considerable success this 

year, winning 10 national titles across various age 
categories.

Many have continued their skiing after leaving 

school and have moved into ski instruction 

and coaching work. Some also continue their 

competitive skiing and have gone all the way to compete at Olympic level.

The award was presented by Snowsport Scotland, the National governing body, on Saturday at 

Snowfactor, Braehead.

Congratulations to Mr Carruthers for gaining recognition in this way and a huge thank you for 

all that he does to promote the sport, both here at Dalkeith High School and  across Midlothian.

SKIING DHS CYCLE CLUB

The pupils from Dalkeith High snowsports club have been up every Wednesday at Hillend 
taking part in the Midlothian schools after-school ski and snowboard programme. There 
are around fifty pupils who attend each week, where they can learn to ski or snowboard, 
take part in race training, use the jump slopes or just have fun with new friends skiing.

The programme runs in 6 week blocks and costs around £65. This includes coach transport, 
equipment hire, instruction and lift passes. All that is needed is some warm waterproof 
clothing, gloves and an interest in sport. See Mr Carruthers in Maths for more details and 
a form. New members always welcome.

Recently, the Ski team took part in the Boyd 
Anderson ski race for pupils in Edinburgh and 
the Lothians. Every pupil from the Ski Team won 
a medal as the teams achieved 2nd and 3rd places 
in their categories. Zoe Winthrop was fastest girl 
overall.

Recently, Mr Robertson, Mr Duncan, Mr Carruthers and Mr Agnew completed the 
internationally recognized ‘Trail Cycle Leader Course’ making them fully qualified 
leaders to take pupils out on mountain bike excursions. The teachers are accredited to teach 
SCQF level 4 and 5 Mountain Biking with progression to Scottish Borders College.  The 
6 days training included orienteering, fitness skills, bicycle mechanics, cycling ability and 
outdoor emergency first aid. The teaching staff will be aiming to organize various cycling 
clubs over the next 6 months for most year groups to take part in. 

The cycling club organised its first outing of the year to the BMX track next to Musselburgh 
race course. We started their journey cycling along the cycle path from the school to 
Whitecraigs. We then headed to the cowpits and joined up with the path next to the River 
Esk. After a total of 10km we arrived at our destination, the BMX track. After a couple of 
warm-up laps, a competition was organised and Alfie Marsh managed the fastest lap of 
the track.
 
On the route home we stopped off at Tesco to join volunteers who were raising money for 
Erskine. They were doing a 24hr charity fundraiser whilst on the exercise bikes. We took 
over for 30 mins to give them a well-earned rest.

Mr Robertson would like to say a massive thank you to 

manager, Craig Moore, and especially to the bike shop 

manager, Kevin Adams from Halfords, Straiton Branch.

Halfords have donated £170 worth of bicycle repair 
tools for workshop and trail side repairs. All the staff at Halfords were very helpful, 

with Craig agreeing to be our school business link. The staff at Straiton have also 

offered to deliver workshops to our students on safety, skills and cycle repairs.
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HIGHER DRAMA ASDAN - Gorebridge Parish Church Recycling Project

 ASDAN - S3 Vogrie Country Park Volunteers

Higher Drama students continued to build 
on their experiences of live theatre with a 
visit to the King’s to see Oscar Wilde’s The 
Importance of Being Ernest in November. 
The class thoroughly enjoyed the comedy 
and farcical elements of the plot, though the 
deliberate confusion in characters and events 
that Wilde creates meant that Ms Preston had 
to produce a quick study guide in the interval! 
Performance analysis forms a significant part 
of the Higher Drama course and the theatre visits programme helps candidates to 
prepare for their final exam paper, but in a way that they certainly enjoy.

ASDAN pupils volunteered to help out at the Gorebridge 
Parish church recycling project on Tuesday 17th November.  

This is part of their Bronze Award. This project  takes place 
every Tuesday morning.There are various stalls  and a café so 

that people in the local community can come in and browse 

the stalls and have a cup of tea. Ian Lawson  and Agnes 

Renton who help organise the project explained to the pupils 
that people in the community, especially senior citizens and 
young Mums, can sometimes feel isolated in the community 

so enjoy coming to visit or help out at the project. DHS staff 

kindly donated items for the stalls and these were gratefully 

received. Over £300 pounds was raised that day and this goes 
towards helping charities like CHAS, The Midlothian Food 

bank, CAP and Woman’s Aid. The pupils helped set up the 

stalls by  checking and sorting toys, bric-a-brac and books, 

then putting them on the correct stall. Some of  the pupils then helped  on the  stalls and other 

pupils helped to sort this massive pile of DVD’s that were for sale. At the end of the event they 

helped tidy up .The ladies in the church treated the pupils to biscuits, cakes and juice in the church 

café to thank them for their help. The pupils were polite and helpful at all times and were a credit 

to the school.

As part of their Community Volunteering Challenge, S3 
Bronze ASDAN pupils helped Alan Krumholds (one of 
the Vogrie Rangers) to tend the Diamond Jubilee Wood in 

Vogrie Country Park. The new wood has been created to 

celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. It has been planted 

with young native trees, like oak, ash, rowan and hazel. 
These native trees will help create a wonderful woodland 

habitat for wildlife, providing them with homes and food. 

The new wood needs careful tending to give the young trees a chance to establish. Under guidance 

from Alan, the pupils cleared undergrowth away from the base of the young trees and checked 

the health of the trees. He explained that the tree-guards protect the young trees from deer which 
like to eat the bark of the young trees It was a bit rainy at first, but after the pupils had a welcome 
morning snack sheltering under a huge tree at the edge of the young woodland, the 

pupils enthusiastically checked and tended to a large number of the young trees. Alan 

was very thankful for the help and is keen for us to visit again in the future.

DRAMA
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Letters and permission slips for this year’s Maths Camp have 
been given to all S4 National 5 pupils. The study and outdoor 
activity residential camp is on the 5th and 6th March 2016 at 
West Linton.  The trip is limited to 40 places and, at the time 

of writing, there are still places available. If you’d like your son/daughter to have one 
of those spaces, please contact their maths teacher.

We are delighted that our team got through to the finals at Glasgow Science Centre in 
November. While they did not win overall, a fun day was had by all, new friends were 
made and pupils worked through puzzles, replay events, problem-solving activities 
and even had some free time to have a look around the science centre.  The team 
consisted of Craig Gallagher, 3M1,  Lorna Barron, 3D1, Ellie Bowler, 3B1, Judy Jiang,                       
4B1 and Cairan Millar, 4D2.

MATHS CAMP

ENTERPRISING MATHS
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S1 OUTDOOR LEARNING MUN - Penicuik High School December 2015

SAMYE LING BUDDHIST MONASTERY

SFL LUNCH CLUB

Every Wednesday since September, groups of S1 pupils have been hill-walking in 

the Pentlands with Mr Stephen, Principal Teacher of Outdoor Learning, and Mrs Tait 

from the SfL department. One lucky group had a day of glorious sunshine, but most of 

them have had to contend with misty, rainy days. Despite the challenging conditions, 

almost everyone has shown great team spirit and perseverance. A few of the pupils 

were already regular hill-walkers, but many were not used to this kind of activity and 

these days out gave them a chance to push themselves and test their resilience. Apart 

from the obvious health benefits of taking part in outdoor activities, pupils learn to 
cooperate and support each other. They learn a bit about map-reading, the wildlife 

in the Pentlands and how to stay safe in the hills. On the way to and from the base at 

Penicuik there has also been some superb singing in the minibus!

Dalkeith High School was represented by three teams this year, 

and we had one of our most successful MUN conferences. All 

pupils should be highly commended for braving the microclimate 

which is Penicuik’s speciality – (lots of snow when much of the rest of Midlothian had 

none whatsoever) - most especially our delegates who arrived by bus in attire which 

may not have been the warmest for the conditions!

Topics which delegates prepared for this year included “The Ethical Question of 

Drone Warfare’’, “The Question of Dealing with Ebola”, “The Question of the Burqa 
and Human Rights”, and “The Question of Bombing Syria’’. These are just a few of 
the many topical debates our pupils prepared for and debated in a manner in which 

they all acquitted themselves extremely well. Well done to all who gave up their 
own time to be so well prepared, and who represented their school in a very mature 

and dignified way. Special mention should go to Alex Anderson, Kirtsy Thomson  
and Judith Scott who won awards for being “Commended in Chamber”, and most 
especially to Judith Scott who addressed the entire General Assembly in the most 
eloquent manner.

S3 pupils visited Samye Ling Buddhist Monastery in November as part of an 
RME trip. Pupils got a guided tour by a lay Buddhist, Peter. Pupils were able to see 

Buddhism in practise by speaking to monks and nuns and observing the worship and 

chanting in the temple. Pupils were shown around the Buddhist temple and were then 

taken on a tour of the grounds, including the Stupa. It was a great day and 

even poor Jess (who was in crutches) managed the 3 hour tour and still had 
a smile on her face!

SFL Lunch Club enjoyed a very successful Halloween party. A pumpkin, poetry and 

drawing competition  produced some budding artists and sculptors.

A big thank you to Mr Robertson in HE for the Halloween cake 

demonstration and the very tasty cakes made by SFL  Lunch Club.16 17



S2 visited the Edinburgh Central Mosque in November.  
S2 have been studying Islam in their RME classes and 
this visit was an opportunity for them to see firsthand the 
features of the Mosque and to learn more about Islam.
The group were greeted at the Mosque by our guide, 
Tasneem.  Tasneem is a practising Muslim and was able 
to tell the pupils about her own faith and about Muslim 
practices.   When the pupils arrived inside the Mosque 
they had to take their shoes off as a mark of respect. We 
then had the chance to look around the very beautiful and 
large main hall.  Tasneem   talked about the five pillars 
of Islam and asked the pupils about what they knew and 
answered the many questions that the students had.
The group then went upstairs to view some other areas 
of the Mosque.  Pupils learned that the Mosque was used 
not just for prayer but for community groups to meet.   

We then had the chance to observe 1pm 
prayers.  The students found it fascinating 
to observe the ritual of prayer. The Imam 
led the prayer and it was very interesting 
to hear the call to prayer.   We were able 
to watch from the main hall where the men 
pray and then we went upstairs to view 
from the  women’s gallery.

In November, five Higher Graphic Communication 
Pupils took part in the BIMA Digital Day 2015. The 
BIMA Digital Day is an initiative that links industry 
professionals with schools and colleges across the UK 
to raise awareness of the fantastic opportunities for 
young people in digital.
 
Erin Thomson, Chloe Beveridge, Ross Foley, Corbin 
Sharp and Irida Tsvetanova were given detailed 
information and an inspiring presentation from industry 
professionals, xDesign and Standard Life Investments.
 
The pupils were split into groups involving pupils 
from other Midlothian schools and first year students 
studying the ‘BBC Make it Digital’ course at Edinburgh 
College. Groups selected a challenge from four options 
put to them by three large companies – Standard Life, 
Vodafone and Sony Music. All groups elected the Sony 
Music Challenge to plan a digital marketing campaign 
to help Sony Music promote Calvin Harris’ new album 
release.
 
Students had to think about the emerging channels they 

could utilise, how to create a buzz before the release date, engage fans on the day and how 
to drive downloads and purchases after the release.
All groups had one afternoon to develop their digital marketing scheme and present their 
ideas to the panel of judges at the end of the day. Corbin sharp was a member of the 
winning team whose digital marketing campaign will now be put forward into the national 
BIMA competition.
 
All pupils had excellent ideas and worked hard to meet their deadline. They had fun whilst 
learning more about the digital industry and the career opportunities it provides.

Dalkeith High School’s Sustainability 
sector involving horticulture has been hard 
at work up at Vogrie! The small class has 
been working at Vogrie Country Park for a 
few weeks to get their plots ready for the 
year ahead, so they can grow vegetables and 
create an eco-friendly environment. Isobel 
and Fiona at the country park have been 
helping the class with a small plot of carrots, 
cabbages and onions with examples of how 
to keep the area looking like a professional 
horticulture area. Mr Gray has been ensuring 
the class keeps the land fertile and the class 
ensures Mr Gray brings the hot chocolate!

S2 VISIT THE EDINBURGH CENTRAL MOSQUE BIMA DIGITAL DAY 2015

SUSTAINABILITY
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STEM - Science

Pupils in the science department have been very busy with lots of additional learning 
opportunities in the last few months...

Midlothian Science Festival
As part of the Midlothian Science Festival, pupils participated in a range of workshops 
which were run by visiting University lecturers and students to the school.
S4 Biology pupils completed a Genetic Engineering activity workshop; Advanced 
Higher Biology Pupils received a talk on gene therapy and its potential use in the 
treatment of Cystic Fibrosis; and Higher Human Biology pupils participated in a “Build 
a Brain” workshop. This included a variety of activities based on memory, the human 
brain and robotics. The session grand finale was mouse and pig brain dissections which 
our pupils will certainly remember!

University of Edinburgh - Hands on Pathology
A group of four dedicated pupils with an interest in further study in science attended an 
event at the Edinburgh University Vet School which focussed on the study of Pathology 
and the careers that it leads to. 
Pupils were able to use powerful microscopes to visualise samples taken from animals 
with various diseases and pathologies, participate in a microbiology lab to test for 
different bacterial infections, examine various pathology samples (to include horse 
hearts, cow kidneys and canine skulls) and finally watch a veterinary pathologist 
complete a full post mortem on a sheep. 
The event finished with a talk from a number of professionals working in various areas 
of pathology and participants received a pack of educational leaflets, booklets on further 
study. Pupils found the event interesting, useful and extremely memorable and were 
appreciative of the opportunity to have a real “hands on” experience. 

Bright Lights, Big Experiments!
The Scottish closing ceremony for the 2015 United 
Nations International Year of Light took place on the 
2nd of December, and thirty lucky pupils from Dalkeith 
High School were invited to the ‘IllumiNations’ event 
hosted by Heriot-Watt University.
A team of six budding second year scientists worked 
tirelessly for weeks, alongside representatives from 

the University and as part of the “Bright Lights, Big Experiments” competition, to answer one of life’s 
big light-related questions: ‘Why is the sky blue?’
The students devised their own hypotheses to answer this, designed experiments to test their thinking 
and made a brilliant video of their investigations along the way. On top of this, they then had to set up 
a stall to show off their hard work on the day, demonstrating their experiments and explaining their 
findings to their peers from different schools. More of our top scientists went along to support them 
and to experience the brilliant light-related exhibits on show!  The pupils took part in a vast range 
of activities set up around the room, from making their own pinhole cameras, to wearing goggles 
which distorted their vision, and voting for their favourite microscopy image. There were also amazing 
demonstrations of how light can be used in technologies such as disease detection and 3D printing, as 
well as a lecture from a top scientist on how we discovered the properties of light.  A great day was had 
by all and we are especially proud of those pupils who dedicated their time to this great competition.

Royal College of Surgeons, Christmas Lecture 
A group of nine interested and enthusiastic pupils 
studying one or more Advanced Higher Sciences 
attended the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh 
Christmas lecture titled “Lights, Camera, Action – 
Optics for Healthcare”
The lecture was delivered by Professor Kishan Dholakia 
who is head of the Optical Manipulation Group at the University of St Andrews. The talk tied in with 
the UNESCO International year of Light and focussed on the importance of raising Global awareness 
about how light-based technologies address modern challenges. Professor Dholakia talked to the 
audience about how we might use light in medicine and the clinic, and the emerging applications in 
imaging, therapy and diagnosis. Pupils were inspired by the Professor’s dedication and commitment to 
his studies and work and found the possible future medical treatments interesting and exciting.



On Thursday 9th October, senior pupil Erin Munro went to 
Black Diamond FM where she was interviewed by radio 
presenter and local cabaret artist Mark Mulgrew. Erin talked 
to Mark about her songwriting process, her inspirations and 
influences and aspirations before performing two of her own 
songs: ‘Paper Cuts’ and ‘Nothing’. She also did a cover of 
her favourite Taylor Swift song. Another great example of a 
very talented Dalkeith High Pupil!

Listen to Erin here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hEm3cKrO7Vc

Last October, 15 pupils from Dalkeith High School took off to 
France to enjoy some genuine Gallic hospitality for twelve days. 
The students were welcomed on their annual exchange trip by 
students from Jean Lartaut High School, in Jarnac, Dalkeith’s 
twin town since 1960.
Dalkeith pupils went all the way to France by train, in a record 
time of 11 hours, instead of the usual 25 hours by coach. Whilst 
in France, they enjoyed a wide variety of leisure and educational 
activities, including a day with lunch in school, as well as visits 
to Futuroscope theme park, La Rochelle, Letuffe Chocolate 
Factory, and visits to Angouleme and Cognac. They even took 
part in a whole school run, and a football tournament against 
Italian Exchange students and their French counterparts, where 
they gained the third place!
The youngsters enjoyed the opportunity to become totally 
immersed in French culture when they spent two full weekends 
with their families. Some students were on their fourth visit this 
year. Mr Valdera, Principal Teacher Languages at Dalkeith High 
School said: ‘One particularly enjoyable occasion was the disco 
evening where over 100 youngsters from France, Dogliani- 
Jarnac’s twin town in Italy- and Scotland were having a ball!’
Exchange trips provide a unique and valuable opportunity for 
youngsters of all ages to mix amongst themselves and with their 
exchange partners abroad. In their families, young people are 
able to experience and example of real French life. Pupils and adults alike have made friendships, 
which will continue beyond their school years.
Preparations are already underway for the French visit to Dalkeith in April 2016. Please contact 
Mr Valdera if you would like to host a French youngster in April 2016.

The first ever Dalkeith High School ‘Battle of The Bands’ was held this October. 
In the run up to the event there was a real buzz around the music department and 
pupils were using every opportunity possible to rehearse their pieces for the Band 
Night. Five bands, with pupils ranging from S3 to S6, participated in the event. 
Senior pupils Erin Munro, Louise Fitzpatrick and Beth Denholm started the night 
as Violet Foley playing Erin’s own songs amongst others. ‘Tongue in Cheek’, an S3 
band, were next to take the stage. They had the crowd going with their rendition of 
‘Hold Back the River’. Beth and Anna, a vocal piano/ duo, played some beautiful 
cover versions of songs such as ‘Just Give Me A Reason’. Next up were another S3 
band, ‘Modern District’. They started with a bit of One Direction and kept the crowd 
going with Uptown Funk. Last up were senior band, ‘Martin Place’. They wowed 
with covers of Paramore and Avril Lavigne. After all the performances it was down 
to the audience vote. Whilst the voting took place, former pupils Duncan McQueen 
and James Mcqueen had their band, ‘The Carvelles’, play some of their original 
material. After a manic count of the votes, the winner was announced!

‘Martin Place’ were thrilled to be 
awarded the winner’s trophy and basket 
of sweets!

The first ever band night was so 
successful that the funds raised have 
bought two new electric drumkits and 
a mixing desk for the department. A 
fantastic event, one again showcasing 
the amazing talent we have here at 
Dalkeith High!

ERIN MUNRO PERFORMS LIVE ON THE RADIO

JARNAC EXCHANGE BATTLE OF THE BANDS!
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We are pleased to present the Dalkeith High School smartphone application . If you are
a parent , , pupil or member of staff , or have links to the Dalkeith High School community

 then this app will ensure you keep up to date with all the latest news and activities
surrounding your school . Discover a new and convenient way to engage with the school
24/7. Download the app now and be part of our new multi-media experience .
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