
Creative Dalkeith May 2017: Learner 

Evaluation 

Creative Dalkeith is a major interdisciplinary event that took place in May 2017 and involved 

all pupils in S2. Many different departments contributed to helping the young people prepare 

for the project in the lead up to the event, with Art and Design and CDT staff supporting the 

day itself. Crucially, however, our teaching staff had a ‘hands off’ approach and pupils 

engaged with professionals from the D2 architectural team throughout and led their own 

learning. 

After being presented with their design brief, learners worked collaboratively to sketch out 

and then model their ideas for ways in which Jarnac Court could be improved as a public 

space. They then presented their ideas to the rest of their year group. The winning team 

visited the D2 offices and saw their ideas transformed into a 3D model. DHS also received a 

visit from the Deputy Provost, who was very excited about the creativity on display and the 

ideas that could be shared with Midlothian Council. 

Participants then took part in an evaluation of the event, the results of which are below: 
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In my opinion, linking my learning to 
'Creative Dalkeith' across different 

subjects was a successful experience. 
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I fully understood the purpose of 
‘Creative Dalkeith’. 
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This was a worthwhile experience in 
terms of improving my own learning. 
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The main skills that pupils successfully identified throughout this interdisciplinary project 

were:  

 Team work (70%) 

 Creativity (40%) 

 Communication (28%) 

 Construction (19%) 

 Presenting (17%) 

 Analysing  

 Applying  

 Problem Solving  

 Remembering 

 Evaluating  

 Understanding  

 The 4 Rs (Responsible, Resourceful, Resilient, Reflective)   
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I have gained a deeper understanding 
of the skills required to work 

successfully as a team. 
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Working with the architects was a 
positive experience.   
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 Working to a deadline  

The feedback provided by pupils has been overwhelmingly positive and they have been able 

to identify the benefits of interdisciplinary projects. Learner conversations throughout the 

project indicated that the pupils were able to put their learning into context and the strong 

final solutions are evidence of this.   

This project has clearly had a positive impact on the quality of our pupils’ learning 

experiences and D2 Architects have agreed that we will make it an annual event. D2 

Architects commended the school on the creativity and engagement shown by our pupils. 

Learners have clearly seen evidence of how they can utilise the knowledge and skills they’ve 

developed in a real life context that has enabled them to contribute towards their local 

community, work alongside professionals, and appreciate the natural links between subjects.  

   


