HITLER AND NAZI GERMANY, 1919-1939–NATIONAL 5


GERMANY IN DEFEAT THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
        5/1 

Q.1
Explain the reasons why many Germans were opposed to their new government in 1918?



SOURCE A is part of the reply by the head of the German delegation to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

SOURCE A
We know that we are defeated and powerless. We know that our armed forces have not the strength left to defend us. We know also the hatred that we must face...and we have heard the victorious powers insist that we must be made to pay, and as the guilty ones we must be punished. We are forced to admit that Germany alone is to blame for the war. I cannot bring myself to confess to such a wicked lie.

Q.2
How fully does SOURCE A explain German resentment of the Treaty of Versailles? (Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is from the diary of an Englishwoman who lived with a German family in the 1920’s.

SOURCE B
Frau Reinker told me many times that although Germany had lost the war no nation had braver soldiers. German territory had been carved up in a shameful dictated peace and her economy was in decline thanks to the reparations payments demanded by the allies. Foreigners dominated German culture. She was mortally wounded.

Q.3
Compare the views in SOURCE A and SOURCE B about the Treaty of Versailles.
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
THREATS TO DEMOCRACY                                                     5/2


Q.1
Describe the Spartacist revolt of 1919 in Germany?

SOURCE A is by a journalist who was present at a political meeting which took place in a Beer Hall in the Bavarian Capital, Munich on November 8, 1923.

SOURCE A
Hitler and his storm troopers burst into the beer hall causing instant panic. He fired his pistol and yelled ‘silence’ at the frightened crowd. He forced his way to the stage and began to speak, -: “The National Revolution has begun. The government of the November Criminals is at an end. A new National Government will be formed this very day here in Munich. The leadership of the National Government will be taken over by me. Our task is to organize a March on Berlin and save the German people. Tomorrow will see either a new National Government in Germany or our deaths.”


Q.2
 Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence about the Munich Putsch in 1923.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B describes the trial that followed the failure of the Munich Uprising.

SOURCE B
Three of the judges in the trial had become so sympathetic that the presiding judge had to persuade them to return a guilty verdict. They agreed to find Hitler guilty only after being assured that he would get an early release. The sentence of the court was five years imprisonment, eligible for parole after only six months. 


Q.3
How fully does SOURCE B describe the treatment of Hitler after the failure of the Munich uprising?
(Use SOURCE A and recall)
HYPERINFLATION 1923





        5/3

SOURCE A is a speech, made in December 1923, by a British member of the Disarmament Commission working in Germany

SOURCE A
Inflation is destroying German society. It has impoverished the middle classes and the workers are forced to beg. It is not only savings that have disappeared; the people who saved have themselves gone under. Inflation has undermined democratic politicians and real power is now in the hands of a few wealthy businessmen. In no other country are industrialists so politically powerful.

Q.1 
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence of the effects of inflation in Germany in 1923.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is from a report by the German Health Minister in 1923.

SOURCE B
The shocking decline in health conditions affects the whole of Germany. Especially hard hit are the middle class, those living on small sums given annually, the widows and the pensioners who, with their modest incomes cannot afford today’s prices. Death rates are increasing, particularly deaths from hunger.

Q.2
How fully do SOURCE A and SOURCE B describe the effects of inflation on the German people?
        
 (Use SOURCES A and B and recall)

Q.3
To what extent did inflation undermine support for the Weimar Republic?


THE NAZI RISE TO POWER 1930-33



      5/4 
SOURCE A is by a German lawyer writing in 1965 about his experiences in the 1930s.

SOURCE A
The German government seemed helpless. It was unable to deal with the economic crisis and had no answers to the problem of mass unemployment. Support for the communists began to increase. Middle class Germans turned to the Nazis as the only hope of preventing a communist take-over. A large number of German workers and small farmers also supported the Nazis because they promised jobs and a better deal for farmers. Nazism had a particularly strong appeal for young people in Germany.

Q.1
Explain the reasons why support for the Nazis increased during the period 1929-33.

 (Use SOURCE A and recall)
SOURCE B is from the Nazi Party’s instructions to Storm Troop Commanders in the 1930’s.

SOURCE B
The S.A will appear in public only in organized formations. The sight of a large number of disciplined men in uniform, whose total commitment to fighting is clear or can be sensed, makes the deepest impression on every German.

Q.2 
How fully does SOURCE B describe the role of the S.A. during election campaigns? 


(Use SOURCE B recall)

Q.3
Describe the system of government in Germany after the Nazis came to power.
THE TREATMENT OF OPPOSITION



        5/5 

Q.1
Describe the methods used by the Nazis to suppress opposition?

SOURCE A is from a Nazi Law of 1934 called The Decree for the Preservation of People and State.

SOURCE A
The right of free expression of opinion and freedom of the press, the right to free assembly and privacy of postal and telephone communications are suspended. House searches and confiscation of property without a court order are now permitted.

Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence about Nazi attitudes to the rights of individuals. 

(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
SOURCE B is part of a letter written by a British student who studied in Germany in 1936. 

SOURCE B
There are spies and informers everywhere. People are always looking over their shoulder. A careless remark can lead to a knock on the door in the middle of the night. Neighbours will hear the commotion, as the terrified victim is dragged away by the Gestapo – but no one dares to open their door and look. Some are lucky. They are only beaten and held in police cells for a few days. Others are never seen again.

Q.3
How fully does SOURCE B explain why it was difficult to oppose the Nazis?



(Use SOURCE B recall)
PROPAGANDA                                                                          5/6 
SOURCE A is from a speech by the Nazi leader Albert Speer at his trial as a war criminal in 1946.

SOURCE A
Propaganda was of the highest political importance. It was to reach out to every German. Through modern communication devices like the radio and the loudspeaker, eighty million people were robbed of independent thought. It was then possible to make them obedient to the will of one man.

Q.1
How fully does SOURCE A describe the uses of propaganda in Nazi Germany? 
(Use SOURCE A recall)
SOURCE B is from a speech by Joseph Goebbels in 1935

SOURCE B
The ordinary German must be protected from the Jewish-Communist lies put out by foreign newspapers and radio stations. It is the task of the Ministry of Information and Propaganda to prevent subversive influences reaching the masses. We cannot allow the purity of National Socialist truth to be stained by filthy foreign lies.


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence of censorship in Germany in the 1930s.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
Q.3
Describe how the cult of Hitler was promoted by Nazi propaganda.
EDUCATION & YOUTH ORGANISATIONS



5/7 
SOURCE A is an extract from “The Third Reich “by the American journalist William Shirrer.

SOURCE A
The Nazification of German schools was given a very high priority. Teachers who were Jewish or ‘politically unsuitable’ were dismissed. Books that the Nazis disapproved of were destroyed. The curriculum was changed and new subjects such as political education and racial hygiene were introduced. There was also much greater emphasis on physical education.

Q.1
How fully does SOURCE A describe the changes made to education in German schools under the Nazis?      
(Use SOURCE A recall)
SOURCE B is part of a letter written by a German schoolteacher to a friend in 1938.

SOURCE B
In German schools teachers live in fear of their pupils. Party officials recruit children as spies and informers. The youth organizations, especially the Hitler Youth have much power and every boy or girl who is a member can threaten teachers and other adults. Parents who refuse to support National Socialism have their children taken into care. The refusal of parents to allow their children to join a Nazi organization is seen as a lawful reason for taking the children away.


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence of the Nazis determination to control the way children were brought up.
(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)

Q.3
Explain the reasons why youth organizations for boys and girls were so important in Nazi Germany?

WOMEN IN NAZI GERMANY
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Q.1
Describe Nazi policies towards women during the period 1933-39.

In SOURCE A Hitler gives his views on women and politics.

SOURCE A
I detest women who dabble in politics. And if their dabbling extends to military matters it becomes utterly unendurable. In no section of the Party has a woman ever had the right to hold even the smallest post.  In 1924 we had a sudden upsurge of women who were interested in politics. They wanted to join the Reichstag. I told them that 90 per cent of the matters dealt with by parliament were masculine affairs, on which they could not have opinions of any value. 

SOURCE B is part of a speech by Hitler in 1935. 
SOURCE B
In the Germanic nations there has never been anything else than equality of rights for women. Both sexes have their rights and their tasks.  These tasks were in the case of each equal in dignity and value, and therefore men and women are equal in Germany.


Q.2
Compare the evidence about Hitler’s attitude to women in SOURCE A and SOURCE B.
(Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
SOURCE C is from a book by the English writer Martha Dodd, ‘My Years in Germany’ published in 1939.
SOURCE C

Despite the fact that Hitler and the other Nazis are always ranting about "Volk ohne Raum" (a people without space) they demand that their men and women have more children. Women have lost all rights except those of childbirth and hard labour. They are not allowed to participate in political life - in fact Hitler's plans eventually include taking away their right to vote. Women are denied opportunities of education and self-expression; careers and professions are closed to them. 

Q.3
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE C as evidence of Nazi policies towards women?  

(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
THE NAZI ECONOMY




                
        5/9 


Q.1
Describe how the Nazis reduced unemployment between 1933 and 1939?
SOURCE A is from a 1937 speech by Hermann Göring to the heads of German iron making firms on Increasing iron production under the Four Year Plan 1937

SOURCE A
In the name of the Fuehrer, I state as my view that it must be possible to secure from German soil sufficient iron ores for military requirements. If three times the number of blast furnaces need to be built then three times that number must be built. The program of munitions production and armaments must not be put at risk, by a shortage of iron ore. Everything possible must be done by the firms, and the State must step in where the firms are clearly no longer in a position to do so. It is the same for the State as when it has to build battleships, field guns etc. 


Q.2
How fully does SOURCE A describe Nazi policies for the German economy in 1937?


(Use SOURCE A and recall)
In SOURCE B the German historian Otto Birker describes Hitler’s preparations for war.
SOURCE B
Hitler failed to prepare Germany for war although this was the sole aim of his economic policies. He gambled on fighting a series of short sharp campaigns, feeding each new war from the profits of the last. Despite the huge human and industrial resources at its disposal a major factor in Germany’s defeat was its failure to match the arms production of the Allies. Germany failed to match even Soviet arms production. German armaments production was greater in 1943 than it had been in 1939 even with the damage caused by allied bombing.

Q.3
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE B as evidence about Hitler’s economic policies in the period 1933-1939.  

(You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS


  

    5/10 
Q.1
Explain in detail Hitler’s ideas about the ‘master race’.

SOURCE A is a sign put on a park bench in Hamburg in the 1930s.

SOURCE A

FOR THE USE OF GERMAN CITIZENS ONLY

FORBIDDEN TO JEWS

By order of Hamburg City Council


Q.2
Evaluate the usefulness of SOURCE A as evidence of official discrimination against Jews in Germany before 1939.
 (You may want to comment on who wrote it, when they wrote it, why they wrote it, what they say or what has been missed out.)
Source B is from an American newspaper report in November 1938. 

Source B 
Large crowds watched the Stormtroopers smash up the Jewish shops. Generally they were quiet and most people seemed disturbed by what was happening. Only members of the S.A wrecking squads shouted insults at the Jews, although one man in the crowd shouted 
"Hang the Jews in the shop windows!" On the other hand, it is reported that crowds have helped Jews escape from their shops unharmed. 

Source C is part of a report from Germany in 1938. 

Source C
There is great concern among the people about the violence of the S.A against the Jews. Some people were brave enough to speak out against it, and many were arrested as a result. Jewish women and children are being helped by Aryans who have given them shelter in their houses. Others are shopping for them, because it is forbidden to sell food to Jews. 


Q.3
Compare the evidence in SOURCE C and SOURCE D about the attitude of ordinary Germans towards the persecution of the Jews?

 (Compare the sources overall and/or in detail.)
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