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Inequalities Between Developing Countries [Date]

Today I will:
- Know the reasons why there are differences 
between developing countries.
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There are over 100 Developing countries. They are not all at the same 
low level of development and are not equally poor. They range from 

the extremely impoverished Afghanistan to the Newly Industrialised 
Countries (NICs) of South Korea and Brazil.
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Why do developing countries have different levels of development?

They have different levels of mineral reserves (e.g. vast levels of oil in Saudi Arabia 
or tropical hardwood trees in Brazil). 

Countries can sell resources to make money and companies (e.g. oil) will pay
taxes and provide jobs for the locals. Money generated can be invested in health 
and education

“Saudi Arabia to generate record-high 
oil revenues in 2012”

$288 billion
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Political Instability  / War is a factor as many countries have unstable regimes or are
suffering from border/civil wars (e.g. South Sudan).  International conflicts like in 
Afghanistan also hinder development.

A country will not develop if its working age population are fighting instead of
working on farms and in factories. Roads, factories and farmland may also be bombed
or destroyed.
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Natural disasters can have an impact on the level of development (e.g. floods in 
Bangladesh or earthquakes like in Haiti).

They can limit progress as development money is spent on repairing roads, 
buildings and railways. Farmland and factories can also be destroyed.

60% of Bangladesh is flooded 
every year!
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The level of tourism is also important (e.g. Thailand or Kenya). Countries can take 
advantage of their natural scenery and climate.

The growth of tourism has increased job opportunities and living standards and
earns valuable foreign currency. This money can be invested in developing the
country further.



Development and Health
Differences

Newly Industrialised Counties (NICs) - Pacific Rim countries such as South 

Korea, Taiwan, China and Malaysia have been able to develop a wide industrial 

base e.g. steel, motor vehicles, electrical goods.  They have, through business 

skills, an educated, resourceful workforce and through attracting foreign 

investment, set up highly successful industries and the potential for export.

Newly industrialised 
countries (NICs) are those in 
which more that one third of 

the GDP is from industry.  
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Singapore

Hong Kong

Taiwan

South Korea

The countries of Eastern Asia 
have seen a massive increase 
in levels of industrialisation 
and wealth since the 1960s. 
They are now called Newly 

Industrialised Countries 
(NICs).

The greatest increase in 
development has been in 
South Korea, Taiwan and 
Singapore which became 

known as the “Three Tigers”.
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Case Study: South Korea

Population: 48.4 
million (World Bank, 

2011)

Life expectancy: 77 
years (men), 84 
years (women)

Capital: Seoul
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Since the 1970s South Korea has transformed from one of the 
poorest countries in Asia to one of the richest. They do not have 
many natural resources, they have little natural resources (e.g. 
typhoons) and having border conflicts with North Korea.

It has become:
- 1st in the world for shipbuilding
- 2nd in the world for steelmaking
- 3rd in the world for car manufacturing e.g. 
Hyundai and Kia
- 3rd for electrical goods e.g. LG and Samsung
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Why has South Korea Industrialised so quickly?

It has an educated workforce, able to work in high tech industries and develop 
new ideas.

“THE vast majority of South Korean 
youngsters graduate from high school, 
and of these, 82% go on to university. 

This is the highest rate in the OECD 
and, for a country which had an adult 
literacy rate of just 22% in 1945, it is 

an extraordinary achievement.” 
(Source: The Economist)
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Quite cheap labour helped its companies to undercut their 
competitors prices.
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It encouraged 
foreign companies 
by giving subsidies 
and cheap loans.

“US and UK law firms are racing 

to set up offices in South Korea 

to feed its corporations' growing 

demand for legal services, after 

the government opened the 

sector to foreign competition.” 

(Source: Financial Times)
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Companies were also attracted by its 
location near the huge market of 

China.

Its strategic location on the Pacific Ocean 
and next to communist North Korea and 

China has led to help from the USA.
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Look at the table of indicators below. The table shows that there are considerable differences 
in levels of development between countries in the developing world. With reference to these 
countries and/or other countries in the developing world with which you are familiar, 
suggest reasons why variations in levels of development occur between countries. [12 
marks]

Indicators of development for selected countries in the developing world

Development 
Indicator

Bangladesh Jamaica Nigeria

GNP/capita (US$) 350 1680 300
Infant mortality per 

1000 live births
108 14 96

Calorie intake per day 2086 2932 2735
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Candidates should be able to refer to: 

Oil rich countries such as Saudi Arabia; well-off countries like Malaysia which can 

export primary products such as hardwoods, rubber, palm oil and tin. 

Poor Sahelian countries like Mali, Chad and Burkina Faso which are landlocked, lack 

resources, have poor quality farmland, high levels of disease. 

Newly Industrialised Countries eg South Korea, Taiwan have high GNPs due to steel 

making, shipbuilding, car manufacturing, clothing etc. countries with entrepreneurial 

skills and low labour costs. 

Large countries eg Brazil have variety of opportunities ranging from resources in 

Amazonia to tourism in South East Brazil around Rio. 

Tourist destinations eg Sri Lanka, Thailand, Barbados earn foreign currency and 

improve living standards and create new job opportunities. 

Countries which suffer natural disasters which restrict development and cause 

massive damage to infrastructure eg drought in Somalia, floods/cyclones in Bangladesh, 

hurricanes in Caribbean, earthquakes in Haiti and tsunamis in Indonesia. 

Mountainous countries eg Tibet which restrict communications and farming. 

Areas of political instability which diverts aid and resources away from areas of need 

eg civil war in Sudan, conflict in Afghanistan, corruption in Zimbabwe. 


