
S3 ASSESSMENT - 1960s RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 
 

The assessment for this topic involves an individual research assignment into one of the topics 
listed below.  You will have the choice of what topic you would like to research therefore be sure 
to select a topic that you have enjoyed learning about and will be able to find information on.  
 
What topic can I research? 
You must select one of the topics below: 
 

1. Explain why there was tension between the USA and Soviet Union in the 1960s. 
 

2. What changes took place in British society in the 1960s? 
 

3. How close did the world come to a nuclear war during the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962? 
 

4. Why did America win the Space Race? 
 

5. Explain the reasons people protested against the Vietnam War. 
 

6. How did black people win their civil rights in the 1960s? 
 

7. Who shot John F. Kennedy? 
 
Information sheets for each topic have been uploaded on to the school website.  Each one has a 
primary and secondary source that you can use in your project as well as recommended websites 
to carry out your research. Remember that you will fail this assessment if you simply copy and 
paste from the internet!  
 
How will I be assessed? 
The following success criteria will be used by your teacher when assessing your work, therefore it is 
very important that all of the below are completed to the best of your ability in order to get the 
best mark.  
 
Description of evidence  
  

Chosen, with support, an appropriate historical theme or event for study.  

Collected relevant evidence from at least two sources of information (primary or 
secondary). 

 

Organised and used the information collected to address the historical theme or 
event. 

 

Drawing on knowledge, understanding and skills to describe and briefly explain some 
key features of the historical theme or event (i.e. identify at least three key features of 
a theme or event AND give at least two points which describe each key feature. 

 

Described at least 2 causes OR effects of the historical theme or event  

Presented their findings in response to the historical theme or event  



 
1. Explain why there was tension between the USA and Soviet 

Union in the 1960s. 
 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
 
Source A was written by a pilot who took part in the Berlin Airlift of 1948 
 
The Americans decided they had to beat the blockade. Their planes streamed 
across the sky, spaced as close as ninety seconds apart. Most planes were piled 
to the hatches with coal. Others carried anything a blockaded city could use; 
even sweets. Tobacco, sausages, even manhole covers were carried. No man 
refused to fly. They were determined to stop the spread of Russian Communism. 
 
SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
Source B is by a historian describing the effects of building the Berlin Wall in 1961. 
 
To stop the huge numbers of young, talented and educated Berliners leaving for 
the West, the East German government built a concrete wall. It divided the city 
of Berlin into two parts. Any East Berliner who tried to escape over the wall was 
shot. The Americans were furious. President Kennedy tried to persuade the Soviet 
Union to pull down the wall, but he failed. The wall stayed up and the killings 
continued. Each escape attempt and each killing raised tension between East 
and West. 
 
Useful Websites 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/ 
http://www.coldwar.org/ 
http://www.neok12.com/Cold-War.htm 
What was the Cold War? 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/what%20was%20the%20cold%20war.htm 
Cold War Timeline  http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/events-timelines/03-cold-
war-timeline.htm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/
http://www.coldwar.org/
http://www.neok12.com/Cold-War.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/what%20was%20the%20cold%20war.htm
http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/events-timelines/03-cold-war-timeline.htm
http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/events-timelines/03-cold-war-timeline.htm


2. What changes took place in British society in the 1960s? 
 
 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE 
 
Source A is from BBC Radio 1, January 1953 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
Source B is from a book called ‘Twentieth Century Britain’ by a historian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Useful Websites 
 

http://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-1960s-The-Decade-that-Shook-
Britain/ 
 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sixties-britain/  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/modern/overview_1945_present_01.shtml 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“January 1953: Breaking news - Teenager Derek Bentley has been 
executed at Wandsworth Prison in London for his part in the murder of Pc 
Sidney Miles. The 19-year-old was hanged at 0900 hours after last-minute 
appeals were rejected. Bentley was sentenced to death on 11 December 
for killing policeman Miles during a bungled break-in at a warehouse in 
Croydon, Surrey”. 
 

Being a woman in the 1960s was exciting. The Women’s Liberation 
Movement said being a housewife was like being locked in a prison as it 
prevented women from achieving their true potential. They wanted equal 
pay, free contraception and abortion on request and equal educational 
and job opportunities. This was the decade that saw the first sales of the 
contraceptive pill and a law that legalised abortion. 
 

http://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-1960s-The-Decade-that-Shook-Britain/
http://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-1960s-The-Decade-that-Shook-Britain/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/sixties-britain/


The cartoon shows the USA & 
USSR pointing their missiles at 
each other. With Europe stuck in 
the middle of the two Super 
Powers. 

3. How close did the world come to a nuclear war during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962? 

 
 
Source A is a letter from Fidel Castro of Cuba to Khrushchev, October 26, 1962 

 
 

 
 
Dear Comrade Khrushchev:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Source B is from a school textbook ‘The Cold War 1945-1989’ by Sydney Wood 

 
Importance of nuclear weapons 
The USA and USSR spent the Cold War 
attempting to build bigger and more 
destructive weapons than the other. By the 
early 1960s nuclear missiles were the superior 
weapon. These missiles with nuclear 
warheads could be fired at the enemy, 
rather than dropped out of a plane as 
bombs had been before. In the 1960s a 
major standoff between Russia and the USA 
over nuclear weapons on Cuba brought the 
world to the brink of nuclear war. 

 
 
 
 
 

Useful Websites 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvqj6sg 
 
http://www.coldwar.me/coldwarforkids.html  
 
http://www.wsttravel.com/travel-community/inspiring-
stories/2015/november/teaching-resources-the-cold-war/  
 
 

 

 
I believe from the reports which have reached us, [I] consider an attack to be 
almost imminent—within the next 24 to 72 hours. There are two possible 
options: the first and most probable one is an air attack against certain 
targets; the second, and though less probable, still possible, is a full invasion. 
This would require a large force and is the most repugnant form of aggression, 
which might restrain them. You can be sure that we will resist with 
determination, whatever the case. The Cuban people’s morale is extremely 
high and the people will confront aggression heroically.  
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvqj6sg
http://www.coldwar.me/coldwarforkids.html
http://www.wsttravel.com/travel-community/inspiring-stories/2015/november/teaching-resources-the-cold-war/
http://www.wsttravel.com/travel-community/inspiring-stories/2015/november/teaching-resources-the-cold-war/


 
4. Why did America win the Space Race? 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
 
Source A is written by Christopher Flournoy, who witnessed the moon landing in 
1969. 
 
Although I had only recently celebrated my fifth birthday, I have a very vivid 
memory of that day. We were all glued to the television at our kitchen table. My 
brothers and sister and I were gathered around our parents. I was the smallest 
boy, so I got the privilege of sitting on Dad's lap.  

I remember, my father being very quiet and mindful of what was being 
described on TV. Then when Neil Armstrong started down the ladder, I felt a 
tremor run through my Dad. When he made his famous speech, I felt something 
wet drop onto the top of my head - I turned to see profuse tears streaming from 
my father's eyes and rolling over his cheeks.  

My father would later say, "Even serving in the war (WWII) paled in comparison." 
He was never more proud of being an American than on the day our flag flew 
on the moon. 
 

 
SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
Source B is an article from the New York Times in July 2009. 
 
 

Historians in the distant future are likely to classify humanity’s first steps on a 
world beyond our own as one of the most memorable achievements of the 
20th century.  

America’s race to the Moon began with the fear that the Soviets had already 
bested us in space. By the time Neil Armstrong set foot on the Sea of Tranquility 
— a broad desolate lunar basin, on July 20, 1969 — the feat brought a surge of 
pride and optimism to a nation mired in Vietnam and torn by urban riots and 
assassinations at home. 

 
Useful websites 
 
http://www.nasa.gov  
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/science/moonlanding/moonlanding.htm  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/21/newsid_2635000/263584
5.stm  

 

http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/science/moonlanding/moonlanding.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/21/newsid_2635000/2635845.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/21/newsid_2635000/2635845.stm


5. Explain the reasons people protested against the Vietnam 
War. 

 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source A           Source B  
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY SOURCE 

Source C is from ‘A History of the Vietnam War’ A. Smith (2001) 

The Vietnam War was a brutal and bloody conflict that took the lives of 
more than fifty-eight thousand American soldiers and an estimated two 
million Vietnamese soldiers and civilians. In addition, air bombings, 
mortar attacks, and gun battles destroyed countless forests, farmlands, 
villages, and city neighborhoods in both North and South Vietnam. As 
the war progressed, it also took a great emotional toll on its American 
and Vietnamese participants as they struggled to keep themselves, their 
comrades, and—in the case of Vietnamese civilians—their families alive. 

 
Useful websites 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/thewarinvietnamrev1
.shtml 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/afterthewarrev1.shtm
l 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War 
 
 

Napalm being used against the 
Vietnamese.  

Vietnamese peasants 
suspected of being 
communists.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/thewarinvietnamrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/thewarinvietnamrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/afterthewarrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/afterthewarrev1.shtml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War


6. How did black people win their civil rights in the 1960s? 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES 
 
Source A is a speech by Martin Luther King in Montgomery, Alabama at the time 
of the bus boycott (1955) he stated. 
 
“There comes a time when people get tired – tired of being segregated and 
humiliated: tired of being kicked about by the brutal feet of oppression” 
 
Source B is a speech by Martin Luther King on December 5, 1955. 
 
“On so many occasions Negroes have been intimidated and humiliated and 
oppressed because of the sheer fact they are Negroes. The only weapon we 
have is the weapon of non violent protest… The great glory of American 
democracy is the right to protest for right”.  
 
 
Source C is a speech by Malcolm X in 1964 who believed in using violent methods 
to get civil rights. 
 
We support your efforts to register our people in Mississippi to vote… but we do 
not go along with anyone telling us to help non-violently. You get your freedom 
by letting your enemy know that you’ll do anything to get your freedom: then 
you’ll get it. It’s the only way you’ll get it. 
 
 
SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
Source D is an extract from the book “Free at Last? Race Relations in the USA 
1918-1968 by the Historian John Kerr written in 2000.  
 
“The bus boycott soon began to hurt the bus company. Since Black Americans 
made up 60 to 70% of all bus riders, the bus company was faced with a choice – 
desegregate its buses or go out of business. For the first time the Black population 
had shown its economic power”.  
 
 
Useful Websites 

 
http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/lbjforkids/civil.shtm 
http://americanhistory.mrdonn.org/RosaParks.html 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAmontgomeryB.htm 
http://pbskids.org/aaworld/ecards_12.html 
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J0112391/civil_rights_leaders.htm 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAblackpower.htm  

 

http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu/johnson/lbjforkids/civil.shtm
http://americanhistory.mrdonn.org/RosaParks.html
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAmontgomeryB.htm
http://pbskids.org/aaworld/ecards_12.html
http://www.infoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J0112391/civil_rights_leaders.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAblackpower.htm


 
7. WHO SHOT JFK? 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
 
Source A is from Charles Crenshaw who performed the autopsy on JFK, 22nd 
November 1963, at the Parkland Hospital. 
 

 
SECONDARY SOURCE 
 
Source B is taken from Josiah Thompson’s book six seconds in Dallas, 1967 
 
Since the assassination, there have been many theories as to why Kennedy 
was killed. President Johnson set up the Warren Commission to investigate the 
killing. Its conclusion was that the President had been killed by a lone 
gunman and that there was no evidence that there was a plot by any group 
to assassinate him. However, many people have disagreed with the findings 
of the Warren Commission.  
 
Useful Websites 
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/22/newsid_2451000/
2451143.stm 
http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/home.htm 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/JFKtheories.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_John_F._Kennedy 
http://www.jfk-assassination.de/media/drawings/magic.php 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/REVhistoryKennedy.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I considered the throat wound to be an entrance wound and the large head 
wound to be an exit wound. Along with many of my Parkland colleagues, I 
believed at the time that President Kennedy had been hit twice from the 
front, with a total of four shots fired at the Presidential limousine.  
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/22/newsid_2451000/2451143.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/22/newsid_2451000/2451143.stm
http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/home.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/JFKtheories.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_John_F._Kennedy
http://www.jfk-assassination.de/media/drawings/magic.php
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/REVhistoryKennedy.htm

