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Show My Homework has been a huge success since being launched in October 
2018. All pupils should now be registered on the app/website and parental codes 
have been issued to parents/carers. If any parent/carer has forgotten their parental 
code then please don’t hesitate to contact the school. The office staff have a list of 
the codes and can share this information over the phone. 
Show My Homework allows parents/carers to see the details of the tasks their 
child has been set, all of their deadlines and their submission status and grades. 
We have decided to adopt this system to improve the way we communicate with 
parents and provide greater visibility into the homework we set.
To view all homework set please visit http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/ and the link for 
Show My Homework is on our homepage. Please note you will need to use the 
filter options at the top of the page to find your child’s homework. 

Features of the system include:

● 24/7 access 
● View quality and quantity of homework 
● Translation into over 50 languages 
● Apps available for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and Android devices 
● Receive automated notifications before homework is due 

Parents/carers are encouraged to download the Show My Homework app as this 
tool will also be used to communicate and raise awareness of whole school events, 
such as parental meetings, Dress Down days, whole school show dates etc. 
If you would like to get in touch with the school or provide feedback, please 
contact Mr Gordon (Depute Headteacher). 

Thank you once again for your support,
Yours sincerely, 

Shaun Gordon 
Depute Headteacher
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It is hard to believe how quickly the time has gone since returning 
to school in August.  
Our new S1 year group settled in smoothly and are now an 
integral part of the Dalkeith High School community.  The 
support that they received from our Peer Supporters helped 
with this transition, as did their participation in the numerous 
wider achievement clubs and activities which help to ensure 
that new friendships develop and flourish. I would like to 

record my thanks to the Parent Council for their fundraising efforts to buy equipment for the S1 
Outdoor Learning Day in the Pentland Hills which is part of the transition process. There are many 
photographs of the weekly trips on our Twitter account.  Please have a look and see if you can spot 
your young person!
Early in November we opened our doors to the current P7 pupils who will be joining us next year.  
This will be our biggest intake yet in my time as Headteacher with a projected S1 roll of over 180.  
I am delighted to say that Dalkeith High School continues to grow in size and reputation in the 
local community.
Parents/carers of pupils in S4 to S6, the senior phase, will know that we made the decision to 
move the prelim exams from January to December.  This decision was made following feedback 
from pupils, staff and parents regarding additional steps that we can take to further improve on an 
already impressive attainment record for the school. Crucially, holding the prelims before the end 
of the calendar year will allow pupils to be better informed regarding their progress through chosen 
national qualification courses, with ample time for further improvements to be made on their return 
to school in January.  Moving the prelims to before Christmas also means that young people and 
their families will be able to enjoy the holiday without the need for revising for exams that would 
have taken place soon after our return in the New Year.  This is very important at a time when we 
are made very aware of the need to look after the mental wellbeing of our young people.  
The new term will see our pupils in S2, 3, 4 and 5 making decisions about their learning pathways. 
The Pathways Information Evening takes place on Wednesday, 5th February and I would urge 
parents/carers of those pupils to attend this important meeting. Further information regarding 
arrangements for this event will be sent out in January. Our Careers Convention will be held on the 
same day to allow parents/carers and pupils to find out more about possible career routes. 
Please note that school closes for the Christmas holiday on Friday, 20th December and will reopen 
to pupils on Tuesday, 7th January. I would like to finish by thanking all parents/carers for their 
continued support throughout the year. I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas break and 
look forward to working with you in 2020.

Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE



5

In November the school hosted a 
delegation of 20 Headteachers from 
China and PhD students from Moray 
House as part of a two-week study visit 
to Scotland organised by The University 
of Edinburgh.  Our visitors were given 
a very warm welcome as they were met 
at the entrance to the school by Callum 
Miller, S3, our official School Piper. 
Visits to classes were arranged to allow 

our visitors the opportunity to see learning take place in Dalkeith High School.  The rest of 
the morning was spent meeting with members of the Senior Leadership Team and the Pupil 
Leadership Team as the group were very interested in pupil leadership and how influential 
our young people are when making decisions on a whole school level.  At the end of the 
morning our visitors commented on how impressed they were by the collaborative working 
across the school and by the positive relationships that exist between staff and pupils.

The PTA is always busy in the background making sure that 
fundraising efforts come to fruition. We would like to thank each and 
every one of you who has donated, promoted and supported us this 
year. 
The PTA is always looking for people to help out with activities, so please get in touch if 
you can help out in any capacity. We are also looking for new fundraising ideas, so please 
let us know if you have any suggestions. More information and news from the Parent 
Council can be found on our school’s website or on Facebook.

S1-S3 learners from Dalkeith High School were given the opportunity recently to visit the 
National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh to see the amazing interactive STEM exhibits 
on display. The young people spent the day exploring the science and technology exhibit 
and the natural history exhibit, learning about our amazing planet, discoveries made, and 
inventions that have led us into the modern age. Learners were fully engaged in a number 
of activities, which included robot programming, Formula 1 racing, reflex testing and 
energy production. The young learners thoroughly enjoyed their visit and have come away 
with invaluable lessons about our wonderful planet.

DALKEITH HIGH SCHOOL’S PTC & PTA

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND

VISIT TO THE SCHOOL BY HEADTEACHERS FROM CHINA 
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Dyslexia Awareness Week was celebrated at 
DHS from Monday 4th November – Friday 8th 
November with this year’s theme being ‘Building 
independence for life’.
All S1 pupils attended a Dyslexia Awareness 
Assembly on Friday 1st November with senior 
pupils Elly Donald and Maya Pearson playing a key 

role. Both Elly and Maya spoke about dyslexia, the challenges and strengths of dyslexia and 
then shared some of their own experiences of being dyslexic themselves. The S1 pupils listened 
well and then asked lots of relevant questions about dyslexia. At the end of the assembly all S1 
pupils were issued with a Blue Ribbon to wear during Dyslexia Awareness Week.
Throughout dyslexia week, staff and S1 pupils wore their Blue Ribbons (which are the symbol 
for dyslexia), to help raise awareness in class. Resources were also made available for staff to 
use during lessons, to highlight some of the challenges and strengths associated with dyslexia. 
An enormous thank you to Elly and Maya who volunteered to speak about their own personal 
experiences of dyslexia, and for giving up their time to raise awareness of dyslexia at Dalkeith 
High School. 

The Personal Development Award pupils have been busy this 
term and have been volunteering at Dalkeith Community Garden 
with Carey from Volunteer Midlothian. As part of their Self in the 
Community Unit, pupils volunteered for 3 two hour sessions in 
the community garden and walked there and back each week to 
take part. Over the weeks, the class were involved in a variety of 
garden maintenance tasks: digging, raking leaves, weeding raised 
beds, cutting and stripping willow and planting daffodils to help 
improve the community garden. The PDA class will be presented 
with a Saltire Award for their volunteering skills. Well done and 
congratulations to all involved!

The Lunch Club had a spooky Halloween Party with loads of fun. 
They had a poetry, poster and story competition and decorated 
cakes in collaboration with the Home Economics department.
The Lunch Club has Talent Party takes place in December. 

DYSLEXIA AWARENESS WEEK

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD

SFL LUNCH CLUB
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Outdoor Learning has been a great success so 
far this year at Dalkeith High School with well 
over half of the S1 year group already having 
experienced their Outdoor Learning Day, with 
the rest still to come.  
The S1 pupils have all been a credit to 
themselves; they have worked on their 
teamwork, communication skills, resilience 
and determination. They have also developed 
their knowledge of the outdoors making 
cross curricular links with geography, history, 
mathematics, science and many more. We have 
spent most of our time either in the Pentland 
hills or at Tyninghame Beach in East Lothian 

with activities such as hillwalking, fire building and forest skills helping us to focus on key areas 
such as resilience and teamwork.   
The weather, in true Scottish style, has been a mixed bag. We have experienced sunshine, strong 
wind, heavy rain and a range of temperatures from 0-20 degrees, all in the space of 11 weeks! 
Feedback from many of the S1 pupils has been very positive and it is an experience they will 
remember in the future. 
Thanks must go to the Parent Council who have helped make the Outdoor Learning Days 
possible, by funding the extensive kit which was purchased. Finally plans are underway for a S2 
Outdoor Learning experience which will hopefully start in the spring.

S1 OUTDOOR LEARNING

YOUNG WRITERS SUCCESS
Continued 
success for the 
Young Writers of DHS. 8 of our 
pupils were published in the latest 
Young Writers Competition- 
Mission Chaos! Congratulations to: 
Mia Linn, Sophie Binns, Callum 
Dickson, Daniel Murray, Ailsa 
Chambers, Murray Robertson, Ben 
Lindsay and Stephanie Hogg.
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CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT OUT OF SCHOOL

Sam Sutherland, 4L2, and Lewis Sutherland, 
1L1, were selected to compete in the ITF 
Taekwondo World Championships in 
Sardinia this October. The boys had massive 
success coming home with 6 medals between 
them. Another excellent achievement for 
DHS pupils!

Congratulations to Jessica Clegg, 2B1, whose continued dedication and hard work has enabled 
her to achieve her 10th Mon (Green / White) belt in Judo!
Jessica is also continuing to improve, gain confidence and achieve goals set down with her 
Snowboarding. Jessica has completed Level 4 and is moving on to Level 5 next term. Well done 
Jessica!  #DeterminedHappySuccessful

On the 30th November Bethan May (1D1) attended the 
BATD Highland Dance Scholarships for which she had 
been nominated following excellent highland dance 
exam results. All her hard work paid off. Out of all the 
candidates who attended, Bethan won the overall junior 
theory scholarship for her written assessment.
Congratulations Bethan, we are super proud of you!

Dance team, the Southside Starlets, 
produced a phenomenal result at the finals 
of Dance Challenge UK following months 
of hard work and preparation.
At the Winter Gardens in Blackpool on 
16th November they won a first place, two 
seconds and the Overall Winners trophy 
which came with a £1000 prize.
In the team are the very talented DHS pupils 
Alice McDonald, Emily Kelly, Isla Smith 
and Bethan May.
Well done girls! 
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HIBS TRAINING CENTRE
Pupils at Dalkeith HS and St Davids RC teamed up 
to visit the Hibernian Training Centre. The trip was 
part of their SQA Referee Personal Development 
Award which is currently on offer for all senior 
pupils at the campus. The match was a Hibs V 
Celtic development game. The group experienced 
a behind the scenes look at pre-match routines, 
team talks, and preparation of a match official 
operating at a senior level. Many members of the first team were also on show, which was 
an added bonus for the group. Well done to all involved- in particular for braving the harsh 
winter conditions at the training centre. 

Congratulations to Lisa Ferguson, 3D1, who has had an 
amazing year so far at her Highland Dancing competitions.
In July she was 5th overall in the All England Championship 
and 3rd in the All England Premiership.
In August she was overall National winner at the International 
Festival and 3rd overall at the East of Scotland Championship 
which made Lisa eligible to represent Lothian region in Oban 
next year.
Lisa was also 6th in the British Championship and 3rd in 
British Nationals.
After returning to school for a week, Lisa attended the 125th 

World Championship in Dunoon where she won a gold medal for a dance called 
the Seann Truibhas. She also received another two medals in other dances which 
contributed to her getting 4th overall in the Scottish National Championships.
Wow Lisa, amazing! #DeterminedHappySuccessful

Congratulations to Alfie Knight, 1M1, who completed the 
Pedal for Scotland challenge at the weekend. The Pedal 
for Scotland Classic Challenge is a 45-mile bike ride from 
Glasgow to Edinburgh to help raise money for Medical Aid 
for Palestinians. This event celebrated its 20th anniversary 
this year. Well done Alfie!
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In September Mr Duncan, Geography 
teacher and Outdoor Education leader 
at Dalkeith High School, set himself the 
massive challenge of competing in Ironman 
Wales, which is considered to be one of the 
toughest endurance events on earth! The 
triathlon course in Wales took him through 

some of the most spectacular and picturesque landscapes in Pembrokeshire.
An Ironman race involves a 3.8 km (2.4 miles) sea swim, a 180km (112 miles) cycle 
and then a 42km (26.2 miles) run. Mr Duncan recalls that the noise from the crowd 
during the race gave him an extra boost and determination to complete the grueling 
challenge. Each section of the race has to be completed within a certain time or the 
athlete will be eliminated from the event by either being picked up by the sweep 
vehicle at the back, or by reaching the next transition and told they cannot continue. 
The total time that the course must be completed in is 17 hours from the start. Mr 
Duncan completed the epic challenge in 13 hours and 56 minutes, beating his target 
time by 4 minutes. Following a year long rigorous training schedule Mr Duncan was 
delighted to complete the race and certainly does not miss getting up at 5am to go 
swimming!
Colleagues, friends and family were incredibly generous with their donations and Mr 
Duncan raised a total of £1564.68 which has gone towards funding some specialist 
communications equipment for Saltersgate School.

Drama teacher, Mrs Miele, has graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
with a Masters in Learning and Teaching in the Performing Arts. The three year 
course was completed through a structure of weekend sessions at the institute and 
online tutorials. Mrs Miele based her research around looking at how drama could 
be used to allow young people to express themselves positively, improve challenging 
relationships and encourage positive communication.

Congratulations to Ms Preston, Depute at Dalkeith High School, who has passed the 
Into Headship course with flying colours!

CELEBRATING TEACHERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS!

MR DUNCAN

MRS MIELE

MS PRESTON
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On Tuesday 10th of September some of the S3 Geographers took part in a river’s field study 
with the Water of Leith visitor centre. Pupils got their wellies on and headed to 3 different 
sections of the Water of Leith. The weather conditions meant the river was fuller and faster 
than usual but pupils still managed to collect lots of useful data on the width, depth, speed 
and geology of the river.  The trip gave pupils the chance to experience what real physical 
geography is all about and what is needed to collect data for a national 5 assignment. 

This year, Dalkeith High School is taking part in the annual National Theatre Connections 
festival for the first time. This is a fantastic opportunity for our S2-S6 pupils to engage in drama 
performance at a professional level. Mrs Miele recently attended a weekend of professional 
leaning at the National Theatre in London where the school was assigned a new writing script 
by acclaimed playwright France Poet. The pupils will be working on this script in an extra-
curricular capacity from now until February when there will be two in school performances 
of the play, Crusaders. The performance will then move to the Traverse Theatre in Edinburgh 
where our pupils will have the opportunity to present their work in a professional theatre space 
with professional technicians working on our show. This is a very exciting first for our school 
and something we hope to make an annual addition to the school calendar.

The math’s department are really proud of their Dancing 
Queen: Ms Shankland. She starred in an episode of 
Celebrity Antiques Roadshow, representing the Scottish 
Country dancing community, as she danced with the 
stars!  Ms Shankland had the honour of teaching Judy 
Murray some dancing moves and educating the nation 
on the history of Scottish Country Dancing.

MS SHANKLAND

WATER OF LEITH STUDY

NATIONAL THEATRE CONNECTIONS 
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In October, all pupils studying NPA and Higher Photography 
were offered the opportunity to enter the Maths Inside 
photography competition. Thousands of pupils across 
Scotland were encouraged to explore how maths surrounds 
us every day, and two lucky DHS pupils were commended 
for their photographic skill and approach to appreciating 
mathematics as an art form. Rachel Heatherill (S6), was the 
overall category winner with her entry “Combination Lock” 
receiving a £50 gift voucher and certificate. Rachel shows a 
mature understanding of mathematics by describing her image 
as “representing the sequence of numbers, pattern and code 
found within a lock”. Robyn Bain (S4) received a commended 
entry with her submission “Geometric Architecture”, where 
Robyn identified the beauty in tessellated, geometric pattern 
within modern architecture.  This is a fantastic achievement 
for both pupils – well done Rachel and Robyn!

In the run up to the winter break, all pupils in S1 were challenged to design a unique winter 
themed cake that displayed ingenuity and creativity. Senior pupils studying cake craft selected 
Rachel Todd and Rebecca Curran’s design as the overall winning designs and will work 
alongside the winning participants to make their tasty cake design become a reality!

2020 Calendars which include some of the amazing photographs taken by our photography 
students are available to purchase from the Art Department. A lovely Christmas gift and just 
£5 each!

Every October, artists all over the world take on the Inktober drawing challenge by completing 
one ink drawing a day the entire month. Well done to Erin Gilbertson (S6), Olivia Henderson 
(S2) and Amy Robb (S1) who completed the mammoth challenge of completing all 31 
drawings as part of our DHS Inktober Challenge – all three pupils demonstrated a huge level of 
commitment and consistent creativity throughout - well done! 

ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITIONS

PHOTOGRAPHY

CAKE DESIGN

CALENDARS FOR SALE

INKTOBER DRAWING CHALLENGE
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Our S3 and S4 Peer Supporters visited S1 classes throughout 
October and November to communicate the key message behind 
our school anti-bullying policy: We don’t all have to like each other. 
We don’t all have to be friends. But we do need to share space 
safely and respectfully. Based on their own experiences in S1, they 
also shared the pupil-friendly guides they had created on building 
friendships, and on safe use of social media. 
The importance of respect will also be this year’s wellbeing focus, 
with everyone in the school community thinking about what this looks like, sounds like and 
feels like.
Later this session, the Peer Supporters will be leading learning around children’s rights, as part 
of commitment to being a Unicef Rights Respecting School (RRS). The surveys we conducted 
to support our RRS accreditation were hugely positive and provided clear evidence of the 
positive relationships between staff and pupils in our school and we are delighted to announce 
that Dalkeith High School has been awarded the Rights Respecting Schools Bronze Award!
If any parent or carer has knowledge our skills that they think could help us to ensure everyone 
in the school is children’s rights aware, please get in touch with Ms Preston for an informal 
discussion as to how you might get involved. 

To support the P7 transition programme and provide the opportunity for the Laboratory 
Science Skills for Work learners to experience a working lab, Mr Craig organised skills 
based workshops designed to give young people in neighbouring primary schools the chance 
to experience High School Science before moving from primary.
The senior learners were supported by Mr Craig to plan and prepare skills based lessons with 
a Halloween theme. Dalkeith High School students then delivered practical sessions with a 
Halloween theme to the P7 pupils. This gave DHS pupils the chance to develop their own 
employability skills whilst providing an experience that introduced primary learners to safety 

and practical skills in Science. Participation in 
the event was enjoyable and worthwhile for all 
with practical activities including hazard symbol 
splat, potion making and vomiting pumpkins!
Plans for next years transition have already been 
set in motion. Mr Craig is looking to expand 
the event to all in the associated schools group 
interested in getting involved.

ANTI-BULLYING LESSONS & RRS BRONZE AWARD

SCIENCE TRANSITION PROGRAMME

RRS
BRONZE
AWARD
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Dalkeith High School hosted over fifteen different employers for their yearly S3 Planning 
my Pathways event. Young people spent the day hearing from guest speakers from 
the local community and engaging in interactive workshops ran by employers. The 
workshops ranged from mocktail making with FUSE retail, to flying paper aeroplanes 
with the RAF and experimenting with the Easter Bush Science Outreach Centre.
The young people of Dalkeith High School had a thoroughly enjoyable day with the 
opportunity to explore different career paths and network with employers. Learners 
should use this experience to build on employability skills and aid decision making 
during senior phase subject choices. The school would like to thank all those involved 
and extend an invitation to any local employers that may be interested in being involved 
in this hugely valuable event.

This year’s DHS musical is *drum roll* Rock of Ages High 
School Edition. We have had a busy few weeks of auditions 
and sign ups and the standard this year is exceptional. 
Taking place on the 17th, 18th and 19th June, this musical 
featuring classic 80s rock hits is going to be one you 
definitely do not want to miss!

This year’s Senior Awards Ceremony recognised the outstanding achievements of our 
S3-S6 pupils (2018-2019). Prizes were awarded for academic excellence, personal 
progress, wider achievements including excellence in sport, music and the performing 
arts. Staff had also nominated individuals to receive subject prizes for those who had 
shown long-term dedication to a particular department. Those of our many pupils 
who dedicate their time to volunteering in the local community were also recognised, 
as well as students involved in Duke of Edinburgh, WW100 Project, Youth and 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) , Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (YASS) and the 
Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Summer Immersion Programme. 
The culmination of the evening was the presentation of the dux medals. The winners 
this year were all exceptionally talented and have shown that hard work, commitment 
and perseverance really do make all the difference. Roxy Cumming was a truly 
deserving winner of the Senior Dux award this year who achieved 6 As at Higher 
level.  ‘Dux Proxime Accessit’ was awarded to Andrew McInnes who similarly sat 6 
Highers this year and achieved 5 As and one B.  The Junior Dux was awarded to a very 
deserving candidate in Tamal Alam who managed to achieve 6 ‘As’ in his National 5 
exams this year and the Junior Dux Proxime Accessit was awarded to Nain Tara Raja. 
A huge congratulations to all prize winners. 

PLANNING MY PATHWAYS

SENIOR AWARDS CEREMONY

SCHOOL SHOW
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This year’s Battle of the Bands saw 5 
fantastic bands compete for top place. 
Battle of the Bands is a unique event in that 
pupils work completely independently to 
prepare their performances without any 
input from teachers. We had extremely 
talented pupils from S2 all the way 
through to S6 compete this year, with our 
S2 Band The Rolling Scones storming to 
victory! Each of the bands were truly unique and had all worked incredibly hard in 
the weeks leading up to prepare their performances featuring a wide variety of music 
from Billy Eilish to ACDC. It really was quite a night! We are very lucky to have such 
enthusiastic, responsible, confident learners at Dalkeith High School. All the money 
raised at battle of the bands has gone towards instrument repairs so our young people 
continue to have access to the materials they need to create such amazing performances. 
It was a night that truly did rock!

For the fallen (extract)

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Robert Laurence Binyon

BATTLE OF THE BANDS

ARMISTICE DAY
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The inaugural Midlothian Industry Insight 
Event took place in November and focused 
on the growth sectors of construction 
and engineering.  Thirty-one pupils from 
Dalkeith High School, along with teachers 
and parents, rocked up at Newbattle High 
School to listen to talks, to browse stalls 
and to participate in workshops all linked 
to the exciting future that exists within 

construction and engineering.  Speakers, including John McKinney of the Scottish 
Contractors Group and James McGeechan of Mactaggart Scott stressed to students and 
parents the wide range of positions available within the sector both for construction 
and engineering students but also for young people interested in other areas within 
engineering and construction businesses, including administration, personnel and 
catering.
Following the introductory talks, delegates were free to participate in the hands-on 
workshops provided.  Hadden Group set up a game that encouraged participants to 
reassess perceptions they may have held about work within the construction industry; 
EDF Energy advertised their engineering apprenticeship scheme whilst tasking groups 
with constructing a tower; and McLaughlin and Harvey provided an insight into civil 
engineering in a challenge that required participants to use their creative and technical 
skills to design their first building.  In the main hall, around 20 exhibitors gathered 
to offer information and encouragement, ranging from companies creating the new 
-  Red Rock Power Limited, a growing, pan-European renewable and sustainable 
energy company based in Scotland - to companies preserving the old – The Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings.  At the end of the event, apart from an armful 
of freebies, students left with a greater understanding of the sector and the pathways 

into the careers available, as well as the motivation 
to gain the qualifications and experience needed to 
embark upon one of the journeys. 
 
Students and parents should look out within the 
school and on the website for information about 
the next Midlothian Industry Insight Event, likely 
to focus on the hospitality and leisure industry, and 
taking place in the new year. 

MIDLOTHIAN INDUSTRY INSIGHT CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING EVENT
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A group of DHS pupils visited Barcelona earlier in the year. Here is an account of the 
trip by one of our young people.
Barcelona was the experience of a lifetime. We learned about the culture of Barcelona 
whilst having fun at the same time. We had an itinerary but we had no idea how 
amazing it would actually be!
The first two days we woke up early to visit the Sagrada Familia, Olympic Stadium, F1 
track and the Barcelona Football Stadium. We learned that the Sagrada Familia is still 
under construction and it will be complete in 2026. The Olympic stadium was home to 
the 1992 Olympics and in the opening ceremony a Paralympic archer shot a flame to 
light the torch. The F1 track has 16 turns. In the Barcelona Football Stadium, we saw a 
whopping 74 trophies. The stadium was one of our favourite activities of the trip.
Although it sounds like the trip was busy and packed with activities. We also got 
our fair share of free time. We would get home at about 3pm every day and get to do 
various sports and activities, or rest if we wished. 
The Nautical Centre was another highlight where we tried windsurfing, paddle 
boarding, boating, kayaking and a go on the Pedalos. We had fun pushing Mr McGlade 
off the paddleboard and watch him struggle to get back on. 
The water park was a great day when we had to face our fears on some huge slides.
We spent a morning shopping in Vilanova to pick up some bits and pieces then headed 
to the beach to chill, play volleyball and have a swim in the sea. That evening we took 
part in a Latin American dance workshop where we had great fun learning a new style 
of dance. 
Michael from Spanish Star was there to help us every day. He told us a lot about the 
culture of Barcelona while at the same time making sure we enjoyed ourselves. The 
trip wouldn’t have been the same without him and all the teachers. We would go back 
in a heartbeat.

BARCELONA 2019
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European Day of Languages was held on 
26th September and to mark this important 
day in the Modern Languages department’s 
calendar a games event was held in the 
hall. Various pupils from S3 designed and 
created language-learning games to use 
in the event. Pupils from S1 and S2 were 
invited to enjoy them in the hall and have 

fun whilst learning languages! The school was so impressed with the amazing variety of games 
that the S3 produced and with how well S1 and S2 pupils participated in the event! 

The Skills for Work Hospitality pupils put on an afternoon 
tea event for school staff at Dalhousie Castle in November. 
This event was an integral part of the course and, from the 
feedback received on the day, everybody who attended 
enjoyed it immensely.
The pupils in the class, ranging from S4-S6, put a lot of work 
and time into planning, organising and running this event. 
They gained experience in planning, tasting recipes and front 

of house skills, which were all up to a Dalhousie Castle Hotel standard.
This course and event continues to provide our young people with fantastic skills for work and 
invaluable experience working in the hospitality and tourism industry.
We would like to give a huge thank you to Dalhousie Castle staff, who gave us fantastic support 
before, during and after the event.

In June 2019, our current S2 pupils departed DHS for their 
discovery trip of Brittany, France. After a 24 hour journey across 
motorways and the Euro Tunnel, they arrived at their home for the 
next five days. The week was jam packed full of activities- they 
visited the Mont St.Michel, D-Day Landing Beaches, Fort La 
Latte, and Alligator Bay. They also got the opportunity to browse 
some traditional French markets and try Brittany’s famous crêpes 
and galettes. At the end of the week they cooled off with a trip to 
the water park and an afternoon on the beach. On the last night 
they had a farewell disco- the perfect end to a wonderful trip!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

AFTERNOON TEA AT DALHOUSIE CASTLE

BRITTANY 2019
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This year at Dalkeith High School we have taken 
on a record number of Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
participants with 40 young people taking part! The 
young people have been split into two groups of 20 in 
order to ease the pressure on expeditions. The groups 
have already started their volunteering section of the 
award which covers a range of exciting projects as well 
as taking on challenging physical activities and learning 
new skills. Their first practice expedition took place in 
the Pentland hills last month with some typical autumnal weather playing its part in a challenging 2 
day expedition. The groups walked from Flotterstone to Bonaly Scout Camp carrying all their own 
equipment and learned some navigation and map reading skills along the way. Upon arriving at camp 
they had to pitch their tents and cook their dinner on the gas stoves they had been carrying. Despite 
some difficult conditions all members of the group can be extremely proud of how well they did 
considering it was their first ever expedition.  The groups are now working hard to consolidate their 
new found skills and are excited to take on their assessment expedition in May next year.

Pupils from S1-4 took part in an excursion to Manchester 
in November where they visited Old Trafford for a stadium 
tour followed by taking in a game involving champions 
Manchester City vs Southampton. The pupils had a very 
enjoyable experience and it is something we will look to run 
again in the future.

Maths Camp will take place on 7-8th March 2020 - two days 
of team activities and maths revision in the wonderful Broomlee 
Centre. All for £95.
This trip is available to S4 students studying Nat 5 Maths.The 
weekend is a period of intense revision which will impact on 
progress in Maths immeasurably!
Pupils should return permission slips and £25 deposit to Mr 
Gibbs as soon as possible to secure a place.
Financial assistance is available for any pupils who might need it.

BRONZE DofE

MANCHESTER 2019

MATHS CAMP 2020



Dalkeith High School pupils discovered new books to read at the 
2019 Book Festival in Edinburgh, which saw William Sutcliffe 
introduce his newest book ‘The Gifted, the Talented, and Me’.  
We listened intently as he read a chapter from the book, then 
answered questions, participated in debates and watched as 
scenarios were played out to help contribute to our understanding 
of the book. Sutcliffe was extremely funny and definitely 
deserving of all the praise he gets. This is one of his more light 
humoured children’s books - he usually writes for the upper teen 
and adult demographic where the humour is darker.  Nevertheless, he has taken this lighter approach 
in his stride and has produced a fantastic book which entwines the hidden struggle of not being 
‘special’ and being overshadowed by his siblings, which I’m sure is something almost every teen 
feels. William Sutcliffe’s ‘The Gifted, the Talented, and Me’ is most definitely a worthy read.

Bria Mackay

On the 20th September 2019 Philip Caveney ,who also writes 
under the name Danny Weston, visited our S2 pupils.  He talked 
about his new book ‘Inchtinn:  Island of Shadows’ and what 
inspired him to start writing in the first place.
After numerous questions from the floor, pupils had their books 
signed by Philip.         
To meet Philip Caveney was incredibly exiting.  He seemed very 
enthusiastic about writing and really enjoyed visiting our school and having the opportunity to meet 
us. He made his books seem even more exiting and interesting. Overall it was a lot of fun! Thank 
you to Mr Orr and the English Department for organising the event.

Ellen Hanson S2

THE EDINBURGH BOOK FESTIVAL

MEET THE AUTHOR

Dalkeith High School
2 Cousland Road

Dalkeith
Midlothian
EH22 2PS

Tel: 0131 654 4701
dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk


