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Synopsis 

When an intergalactic force jeopardises the future of the human race, just one of Earth’s 

best Superheroes isn’t enough to deal with the threat. Super Agent Nick Fury hastily 

assembles a team of heroes to face the problem – egotistical Tony Stark (Iron Man), noble 

Steve Rogers (Captain America), volatile Bruce Banner (Incredible Hulk) and God of Thunder 

Thor along with superspy Black Widow and sharp-shooter Hawkeye. But the team’s 

combustible personalities and their troubled histories collide, threatening the stability of 

their mission. The stage is set for a massive destructive showdown in New York City, but will 

The Avengers be battling the evil Loki, or each other? 

 

 

Troubled Heroes 

In the late twentieth century, superhero films rarely dug beneath the surface of their 
protagonists. However, since the first X-Men film and Spider-Man film (which both closely 
coincided with the events of September 11th 2001), superhero characters have been 
deeper, darker and more troubled. In many movies, our heroes spend as much time battling 
inner demons as they do fighting villains.  
 
  



Avengers Assemble – Categories 

 Medium 

 Purpose 

 Form 

 Genre 

 Tone 

 Style 
 

Medium 

 
The medium for Avengers Assemble is film. 
 

 

Purpose 

 
The purpose of Avengers Assemble is: 
 
To entertain an audience 
To generate profit for its producers 
To make a comment/promote an idea on the state of our society – living in a post 9/11 
world; the problems associated with WMDs; the heroism of self-sacrifice; the importance 
of working as a team.  
 

 

Form 

 
The form of Avengers Assemble is feature length film. It has a run time of 143 minutes 
and it garnered a wide general release in cinemas. 
 

 

 

  



Genre – Superhero Movie (Hybrid of Science Fiction/Action) 

Characters 

 
Messianic characters 
• Characters who lead the world to a better place through self-sacrifice. 
• Example: 

 
 
 
 

 
Scientists 
• Knowledge and intelligence that is way above the average audience member. 
• Example: 

 
 
 

 
Power hungry dictators 
• Easy to hate and the opposite of the ideals held by the target audience. 
• Example: 

 
 
 
 

Super Powers 
• It is a Super Hero Movie after all. 
• Example: 

 
 
 

 
Military 
• Because it has people who can smash tanks and crumble buildings, there is always a 

suggestion that they can be used as a weapon.  This is where the military come in and 
try to corrupt things under the guise of making things safer. 

• Example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Setting 

A good sci-fi should always have a dual quality in terms of the setting: 
 

• It should be fantastical and amazing to the audience in a way that awes and 
impresses upon them the fictitious nature of the world. 

• It should also have an element that is relatable to the audience and their own, 
recognisable world. 

 
Example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Narrative 

 
There is usually a search for something. (Adventure) 
Example: 
 
 
 
 
There is a final act of heroism that comes about due to a conscious decision by the hero. 
(Superhero) 
Example: 
 
 
 
 
 
There are fight scenes placed throughout the narrative in order to remind the viewer of 
the genre. (Action) 
Example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sound 

In the sequence where the Avengers gather together in the streets of New York we are 
given an example of music being used for dramatic effect in a way that is a convention of 
the action genre.  
 
The music is dominated by string music which builds in intensity as Banner transforms 
into Hulk.  This is used to increase our excitement as events become more and more 
spectacular.   
 
This increase then goes further when we are shown the other members of the Avengers 
preparing themselves for battle. The music is reinforced with drums and trumpets which 
build to a climax, making it feel like a very dramatic and significant moment. 
   
The music is accompanied by a shot of the Avengers working together meaning that this 
triumphant moment represents the superheroes finally coming together to defeat their 
enemies, a key moment in the superhero genre. 
 

  



Genre Analysis – Task 

If all of this is making sense then you should have picked up on the fact that you need to be 

able to provide the following information. 

• What is going on (context) 

• What the filmmaker is doing (convention) 

• Why the filmmaker is doing this (explanation) 

Now it is time for you to do this. Watch another section of the movie and explain how it 

helps you to identify the genre. 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written Analysis:  



Tone 

 
Tone is the way that the film makes the audience feel. 
 
Tone helps to establish the mood of a film, which is the emotion the viewer should be 
feeling when they are watching it. 
 
The tone of a film comes from the filmmaker’s attitude towards a subject. 
 
The mood is how we are made to feel as a result of it. 
 
Tone and mood is achieved through techniques such as camera angles, special lighting, 
music, sound effects as well as diction and the actor’s tone of voice. 
 

  



Tone Analysis – Opening of the film when Loki arrives on Earth through the Tesseract 

portal. 

Tone: sinister, dangerous, dark, threatening. 

How is this tone achieved? 

Techniques Effect 

 
Low-key lighting 

 
This creates a menacing atmosphere as it 
means that we can’t see everything. This 
immediately makes the setting much more 
sinister. 

 
Use of the colour blue 
 

 
The contrast between the glowing blue 
Tesseract and its surroundings highlights 
importance and therefore its threat. The 
glowing of the light and the colour 
emphasises it power and that it is from 
another world.  

 
Diegetic sound 

 
Within the scene there is a rumbling sound, 
almost like an earthquake, which increases 
in volume signifying that we are building up 
to something bad happening. This is then 
accompanied by loud laser noises as the 
Tesseract opens, suggesting that something 
otherworldly is about to happen. This 
climaxes in an explosive noise as Loki 
appears in the SHIELD base. We know that 
explosions are bad and therefore whatever 
is able to make this noise is also sinister and 
threatening.  

 
Close up shot of Loki 
 

 
This allows us to see the expression on his 
face which is an evil looking snarl.  

 
Non-diegetic sound 

 
The close up of Loki is accompanied by low 
quiet music, the notes are drawn out and 
seem sinister and ominous. 

 

The tone at this point in the film helps to establish Loki as the villain of the text. It also helps 

to convey the threat that he poses to the Earth. It is important to communicate this to the 

audience at the beginning of the film as it means that they will want to know who is going to 

stop his evil plan and how they are going to do so. 


