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Although I had prepared an article for this edition 
of our school newsletter at the beginning of 
March, I have completely rewritten it given the 
current crisis that we are living through.  Who 
would have thought at the start of the month that 
our lives would have changed in such drastic 
ways?  
I know the impact of the global pandemic will 

have affected the lives of all in our community in some way: senior phase 
pupils who will be disappointed at not being able to sit final exams; S6 
pupils who will not be able to mark the end of their time at Dalkeith High 
School as we had intended; pupils who will be disappointed at school trips 
being cancelled, families who have had to readjust to the prospect of home-
schooling for a protracted period of time. However, all of this has been 
necessary to slow down the spread of the virus.
I have been greatly heartened by the way in which all in our school 
community have pulled together to support each other. From the staff 
volunteers who have been distributing school meals to those entitled to them, 
to the many messages of support from grateful parents/carers.  From the 
staff who have been working hard to provide our pupils with online learning 
resources, to the parents/carers who have had to adopt the role of ‘home 
school teacher’.   
I know it has been a difficult time for our pupils who enjoy being part of 
Dalkeith High School and who miss their friends and teachers. However, I 
know that we will come through this crisis.  I know that the strong, caring, 
supportive community that we are will see us through this chapter of the 
school’s history and that we will once again open our doors to our families 
and to our staff who will be given such a warm welcome on their return.
Until that time, I hope that you will enjoy reading about the positive events 
that took place earlier this term.
Thank you for your continued support.

With very best wishes,

Allyson Dobson
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
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YOUTH & PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE
All S2 pupils took part in the Youth and 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) during their RME 
classes.  The year group was spilt into groups, 
with each group campaigning on behalf of their 
chosen charity in a bid to win £3000 for them.  
It was a close call between the five finalists 
who all gave brilliant presentations explaining 
why their charity should win. Many of the S2 
pupils volunteered to help their charities and 
are planning to continue in this role.  Our pupil 
judging panel did an excellent job working with Sue from YPI. In the end, Emily Kelly, 
Sophie Mack, Rebecca Scott and Kara Stuart won our YPI final, securing £3000 for Bright 
Sparks ASN in Bonnyrigg.   The charity were overjoyed at winning the money!
Well done to everyone who took part in YPI - raising the profile of their charities and 
showing the DHS spirit of Determined Happy Successful.

BOOK FAIR

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING LUNCH CLUB POETRY COMPETITION

The Library recently held a Book Fair where 
pupils were able to purchase their favourite 
books from authors such as David Walliams and 
Liz Pichon.  Pupils from both Dalkeith High 
and St David’s High School really enjoyed the 
opportunity to use their £1 World Book Day 
tokens to purchase the books and raised £95 
worth of free books for the school library.  

Callum Fullerton S5

The Lunch Club held a poetry competition in February. Here is our winning poem:
 
There once was a man from Peru
Who dreamed he was eating his shoe
He woke up in the night with a terrible fright
For his odd dream had sadly come true

Charlie Adams, 2D1. 
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As a school, we are passionate about recognising and celebrating the achievement of pupils both in and 
out of school. We have a ‘Share an Achievement’  form on our website to encourage parents and carers 
to share our pupils’ ‘out of school achievements’ with us. This allows us to celebrate and share them 
with the wider community via Twitter or our Newsletter etc. Below are some of the achievements that 
have been sent via the form recently:

SHARING ACHIEVEMENT

Congratulations to Kara Stuart, 2M2, who recently sat her UKA dance exams in Jazz and Hip Hop 
and gained Distinction in both at Gold Star 1 level.

In November Bethan May, 1D1 attended the BATD Highland Dance Scholarships which she had 
been nominated for following excellent highland dance exam results.  All her hard work paid off.  
Out of all the candidates who attended, Bethan won the overall junior theory scholarship for her 
written assessment.

A fantastic achievement by Amie-Louise Cousins, 4L2, who won Bronze at the Scottish Indoor 
Archery Championships in February in a very competitive category.  She won Gold in the Winter 
League which is a four month competition against other archery clubs.

Chloe Kean, 3M2, was awarded Coaches Player of the Year for the 2019 season from her football 
team Hutchison Vale u15s.

Lisa Ferguson, 3D1, ended her 2019 season in Highland Dancing with a number of fantastic 
achievements. With a visit to Northern Ireland, Lisa won 4th runner up in the Championships in 
October. She then travelled to Paris in November where she won 3rd in the championship, won 
the Take us 2 the Magic competition at Disney and was runner up in the Nationals.

Bethan May Amie-Louise Cousins Chloe Kean
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Lauren Reidie, 1B1, and Archie Wright, 1D2, completed a very successful run of shows at the 
Brunton Hall in Musselburgh with amateur theatre group MAMA. This has helped increase their 
confidence and brought out their creative side whilst making new friends.

Dance team the Southside Starlets produced a phenomenal result at the finals of Dance Challenge 
UK following months of hard work and preparation.  At the Winter Gardens in Blackpool on 16th 
November they won a first place, two seconds and the Overall Winners trophy which came with 
a £1000 prize.  In the team are the very talented DHS pupils Alice McDonald, Emily Kelly, Isla 
Smith and Bethan May.

Congratulations to Jessica Clegg, 2B1, whose continued dedication and hard work has enabled 
her to achieve her 10th Mon (Green / White) belt in Judo!  Jessica has also continuing to improve, 
gain confidence and achieve goals set down with her Snowboarding by completing Level 4 and 
is moving on to Level 5 next term.

Sam Sutherland, 4L2, and Lewis Sutherland, 1L1, were selected to compete in the ITF Taekwondo 
World Championships in Sardinia in October. The boys had massive success coming home with 6 
medals between them. Another excellent achievement for DHS pupils!

Lisa Ferguson Lauren Reidie & Archie Wright Southside Starlets

Sam & Lewis Sutherland with their Scottish Team.
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S2 OUTDOOR LEARNING
Before the school closure, Dalkeith High School introduced 
a new S2 Outdoor Learning Programme. The focus of 
this programme is to build resilience, learn teamwork and 
leadership skills. The S2 Outdoor Learning days were taking 
place every Thursday at Musselburgh Lagoons in East 
Lothian and comprised a mixture of canoeing, kayaking, 
raft building and problem solving activities. When school 
returns, every S2 pupils will be given the opportunity to 
take part. 

If anybody would like to see more photographs of the S2 Outdoor learning in action then 
please follow us on Twitter @DHSOutdoorLearning
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AUSTRALIAN FIRES FUNDRAISER

MEETING DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER

In January, DHS staff and pupils took on a 
‘movement challenge’ to try to cover the 9000 
miles between Scotland and Australia.  Moved by 
the horrific fires and subsequent animal deaths, 
Miss MacLaine set up the challenge. Any form 
of movement whether walking, dancing, cycling 
or running could be used to help cover the miles. 
Pupils set themselves a specific sponsorship target 
to reach, whilst staff worked individually and in 
teams. A special mention must be made to the 
admin staff who covered 470 miles, the Maths 
department who reached 744 miles and the After-school Fitness Club who managed 
1000 miles.  The aim was to get people moving and using their bodies for a good cause 
and we certainly did that. By the end of January, staff and students had collectively 
covered almost 7000 miles and raised £900. This money will be split between the three 
chosen charities, the Red Cross, Country Fire Authority and the Koala Hospital. Thank 
you to all who participated and donated money.

Anastasia Moore, S6, was part of a 
small group of pupils who met with 
John Swinney, Deputy First Minister 
and Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills, at the Scottish Parliament.  
Mr Swinney had invited the senior 
pupils in to meet with him to discuss 
the pupil empowerment conference that 
the pupils had attended in February. The 
conference was organised by School 
Leaders Scotland and the Scottish Youth 
Parliament and involved young people from schools across Scotland coming together to 
discuss how schools involve them in the decision-making processes that affect them. 
Teacher were ‘banned’ from the event, and the findings that resulted from the lively 
debate will be taken forward by Scottish Government officials.  Anastasia was joined at 
the conference by Elle Wright.  The pupils reported back to Mrs Dobson, Headteacher, 
after the conference that  pupils at Dalkeith High School have many opportunities to 
have their voices heard in comparison to other schools who attended the event.
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At the beginning of March this year, the Maths department took 22 of our S4 pupils to the 
Scottish Outdoor Education Centre, Broomlee, in West Linton for “Maths Camp”. The aim of 
the weekend was to kick start their maths revision whilst receiving support from teachers as 
well as having the opportunity to have fun. 
The weekend started with staff and students meeting at the school early Saturday morning 
before getting a coach to West Linton. Once there, we were straight into activities. Pupils were 
split into two groups of 11 and time was split evenly between sharpening maths skills (with 
activity packs and codebreakers) and attempting some outdoor activities (including problem 
solving games, rope walks, nightlines, tree climbs and generally getting muddy – especially 
Luke Gorman who had a wonderful time in mud during the nightline). We all had a break 
around dinner before getting back to some more maths with a treasure hunt, encouraging some 
friendly competition. To further the competition and keep spirits up, we finished off the day 
with the infamous ‘DHS Quiz’. Some of the craftily created rounds involved working out 
which celebrity and member of senior management were jumbled together, descrambling some 
teacher names, having an eating contest, working out riddles and competing in a flexibility 
contest with a box of cereal (well done to Nathan Wright on that front!).
Sunday was similar to Saturday with pupils splitting between outdoor activities and more 
maths. For the maths, pupils worked in small groups on past paper questions with targeted 
support from staff, helping them look at strategies for exam technique and revision. Then, 
before we knew it we were back on the coach to Dalkeith – the bus was definitely quieter on 
the way home!

MATHS CAMP 2020
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As part of the Personal Achievement Award, 
the pupils and staff of the ECN Base have 
been visiting Vogrie Country Park over the 
past few weeks. They have met regularly 
with the Ranger and have carried out a 
variety of tasks to keep the park safe and 
looking its best. The pupils and staff have 
cut up dead branches and made homes for 
small woodland animals, collected kindling 
for fires, cleared muddy paths, cleared dead 
branches from a stream which had stopped 
flowing, litter-picked and identified the first 
signs of spring.  The visits have been very 
enjoyable and pupils have learned lots about 
the environment and how to look after it.

ENHANCED COMPLEX NEEDS BASE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

The Scottish Schools’ Cross Country Championships 
took place this year on the 3rd of March at Hopetoun 
House in South Queensferry. Dalkeith High School 
entered a team of 6 pupils ranging from S1-3. It was 
the first experience of this type of competition for 
some pupils, which had over 1500 runners from many 
Scottish schools competing.  Andrew McWilliams, 
Dylan Jones, Charlie Scott, Sam Holmes, Johnathon 

Adams and Troy Flynn displayed great resilience, determination and stamina over a challenging 
course against talented athletes from all over Scotland.  Andrew McWilliams, S1, had a fantastic 
run finishing with a Bronze medal (one better than his national race the week before). A massive 
well done to all pupils involved. Anyone interested in taking part in athletics events should let their 
PE teacher know so we can field even bigger teams in the future. 

THE SCOTTISH SCHOOLS’ CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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Last term was a very busy month for the Expressive Arts Faculty! 

They started the month by showcasing 
two fantastic performances from Drama 
pupils, working as part of National Theatre 
Connections.  Pupils’ demonstrated hard work 
in acting, lighting and sound for theatrical 
performance ‘Crusaders’ by Frances 
Poet.  The final performance was due to be 
showcased at the Traverse Theatre at the end 
of March however this was sadly cancelled 
with a rescheduled date to be announced.  

The Music Department and Midlothian Instrumental Service hosted the second Primary 
Playday earlier this term. All pupils who receive music lessons at Kings Park, Danderhall, 
Tynewater and Woodburn Primary were invited to attend a full day of musical workshops 
alongside our pupils in S1-S3. The day was a massive success, with all pupils collaboratively 
performing for staff and parents, showcasing their amazing talent and skill in brass, woodwind, 
strings and percussion. 

The Expressive Arts Faculty also held an Open Evening to celebrate the fantastic creative talent 
in Art and Design, Photography, Drama and Music.  The evening consisted of a walk through 
exhibition of Art and Photography work followed by live performances from Drama and 
Music.  The evening was a great success and once again provided a snapshot of the outstanding 
work and creative skills of our young people.

The NPA Photography classes organised a charity Photo Booth to raise funds for Sport Relief.  
The class worked together to design posters to advertise and promote their event which 
included lunch time photo booths where pupils and staff were encouraged to get dressed up 
wearing red props.  Imagery was edited by the pupils in the class and sold for a small fee to the 
models themselves.  The successful event raised over £50 for this amazing cause.  Great work 
Photographers!

EXPRESSIVE ARTS
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Ms Mackay had to have a restorative conversation with 
Frank and Bjorn as their behaviour was having a negative 
impact on her ability to do the days lesson planning.

As well as lesson planning, Mrs Zielinski has been ensuring 
she keeps herself busy during lockdown by watching Disney 
Films and Stranger Things, cooking and baking, engaging 
in some live doodling with doodle artist Jon Burgerman and 
also trying to complete a 1000 piece Jigsaw of the artist 
Frida Kahlo.  Only a wee bit more to go…

Mrs McDermott has been looking after our Mental Health by 
sending us ‘Life Lists’ to complete, either on our own or with 
our families. The lists have started some interesting debates, for 
example, is a KitKat a biscuit or a chocolate bar?

Mr Orr has sent us a list of books to read and Mr Johnstone has sent us a Dickens short story 
to read or listen to at our leisure.

Mrs Harcourt-Gill has been challenging her 
neighbours by placing maths problems in her 
window. 

TEACHERS IN LOCKDOWN

Stay Safe Everyone!
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