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Head Teacher’s Update

Top Marks 
for Guy! 
Huge congratulations to Guy Ward 
who passed the Trinity Rock & Pop 
Guitar, final Grade 8, with top marks 
and distinction.This is a massive 
achievement for someone his age, 
well beyond his 3 years of playing. Mr 
McLeod, who taught Guy through 
lockdown, is extremely proud of him!

Guy received amazing feedback 
from the examiner: 

•	 “Right from the pick slide in bar 
8, this was a bold and confident 
performance “.

•	 “All executed with flair and 
good attention to detail. The 
solo definitely demonstrated 
an epic feel”. 

•	 “A high level of musical aware-
ness throughout”. 

Well done Guy, we are all very proud 
of you!

Mrs E. Ormerod
Head Teacher

Good morning, 

I hope you all had a nice long weekend with friends 
and family. We have had a busy couple of weeks 
here at Dalkeith High School. 

Buccleuch house delivered a great farewell assem-
bly for Ms Preston, Depute Head Teacher. Well done 
to Maggie Boyd and Guy Ward who performed 
for everyone. Great to see such amazing talent on 
show!

As a result of internal interviews for the Acting 
Depute Head post, we welcome Ms N. Riddell to the 
Senior Leadership Team. Ms Riddell will take over 
as Head of Buccleuch house and has responsibility 
for the Pupil Support Faculty. Ms Riddell will be in 
post until the permanent position is filled. Inter-
views for this will be completed on Friday the 14th 
of October. We are in the process of preparing our 
pupils, staff and parents to lead interview panels for 
this position. 

As we come into the colder months, I would wel-
come family support in ensuring our young people 
are dressed appropriately for school by encouraging 
pupils to wear their school uniform. A reminder of 
the school’s dress code can be seen below. Pupils 
should not wear football strips or belly tops to 
school. I would appreciate your continued support 
with this. 

It has been so nice to see school trips get up and 
running again this year. So far, the S1s took part in a 
Bannockburn trip and our Duke of Edinburgh group 
are on expedition this week. Next week our senior 
Photography class will also be going on a creative 
excursion, in preparation for their portfolio. 

Have a lovely weekend when it comes. 

Emma Ormerod 

S1 TO S3

√ YES
• white shirt and junior tie

• black skirt, leggings or trousers 
 
• black cardigan, jumper or hoodie
 

χ NO
• football colours or logos

# DeterminedHappySuccessful

S4 to S6 SENIORS

# DeterminedHappySuccessful

√ YES
• white shirt and senior tie

• black skirt, leggings or trousers 
 
• black cardigan, jumper or hoodie
 

χ NO
• football colours or logos

• school blazer is optional for all senior pupils but compulsory for
 S6 pupils applying for positions on the Pupil Leadership Team
 (School Captains, House Captains, Prefects)

Pupils who require funding to help with the purchase of a blazer should contact their PSL.
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In Drama, the Advanced Higher and NPA class have been learning about his-
torical theatre practitioners! Edward Gordon Craig was known for his theory 
of designing wonderful pieces of moving set and using lighting in a variety 
of ways to create contrast and add shadows. Above are some of the thoughts 
and reflections from our Craig workshop lead by Miss Thomson! 

They also looked at French practitioner Antonin Artaud who developed the 
‘Theatre of Cruelty’. Here the pupils are creating tableaux in order to sym-
bolise emotions in the biggest possible way to force the audience into an 
emotional reaction. 

This term has been all about directors and the process of Drama . Mrs Watson 
has also been hard at work training with the National Theatre of Scotland and 
has some exciting new plays and directing skills to share with pupils in Drama 
next term!  Here are some images and reflections from her time there!

In the Classroom
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In photography, senior pupils are taking photographs 
to learn about depth of field and composition...Harry 
Potter style!

BAE Systems visited Dalkeith on September the 6th for their annual STEM 
road show.  S1 and S2 experienced an interactive presentation about the use 
of magnetism in industry.  It’s been nice to welcome BAE back after a 2 year 
gap due to covid.

In the Classroom
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1B2 & 1D1 attended a History trip to the Ban-
nockburn Visitor Centre. This was the History 
Department’s first trip since the start of the pan-
demic and all pupils were a credit to the school. 
Through an immersive digital experience, object 
handling workshop and outdoor tour, our S1 
pupils stood shoulder to shoulder with Robert 
the Bruce on the site of his greatest victory and 
learnt about the events of the epic two-day con-
frontation between Scottish and English armies,  
fought on June 23-24, 1314.

S1 pupils experience the 
Battle of Bannockburn

Honey 
honey!
Great collaboration between depart-
ments!

Last week our Skills for Work Hospi-
tality pupils made apple and honey 
slices using the delicious Dalkeith 
High School honey and apples from 
the school garden!

Ms Preston also made a delicious 
breakfast using our Scottish Blossom 
Honey, layered with porridge oats and 
foraged brambles.
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The DHS Art and Design department are chal-
lenging all parents/carers, pupils, families and 
staff to create a drawing each day during Octo-
ber. Please see the guidelines for further details. 

Inktober Guidelines:

1) Create a drawing in ink for each day in Octo-
ber (you can do a pencil under-drawing first if 
you want). Drawings can be created daily, at the 
end of each week or fortnightly. 

2) Refer to and be inspired by the official Ink-
tober Prompt List to guide you throughout the 
creative challenge. 

3) Share your artworks on social media, on your 
fridge or with family/friends. You could even 
share them with the DHS Art dept by tagging 
dalkeithhs_arts on Instagram. 

4) Hashtag your posts with #inktober and #ink-
tober2022

For further information and top tips please visit 
the official Inktober website https://inktober.
com/

Good Luck, have fun and now let’s get creative !! 

Inktober Drawing Challenge 
The artist Jake Parker created “Inktober” in 2009 as a challenge to improve his draw-
ing skills and develop positive drawing habits. It has since grown into a worldwide en-
deavor with thousands of people taking on the challenge every year during the month 
of October.  
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Dalkeith Digital Directive
As we are now back in the swing of using Chromebooks, we would like to 
remind you of the following expectations:

Pupils are expected to bring their device to school EVERY DAY fully charged and ready to use.

Pupils should keep their Chromebook in its protective sleeve when not in use in class. At the 
end of each lesson, their device should be put back into the protective sleeve.

Chromebooks should only be used for educational purposes. Usage is monitored by the Midlothian Digital Learning team and all activity is 
logged and shared with the school.

If there are any issues with devices pupils should contact one of the Digital Leaders: Miss Shankland, Ms Douglas or Mr Moncrieff.

Pupils should not attempt to fix or repair their device by themselves or take it anywhere to be fixed. 

If a device has been lost, stolen or another pupil has willfully damaged a device then it should be reported to Mr Gordon.

Persistent misuse of a device will result in it being recalled by the school. Unlawful use will be reported to the police.

Parent/Carer Survey

Due to the impact of Covid-19, the format of the parents’/carers’ 
meetings was changed from in-person meetings on campus to 
phone call meetings for safety purposes. The feedback from parents/
carers and staff has been very positive since this change was put in 
place. However, we are keen to gather the views and opinions of the 
wider school community by completing a Google Form (see link) and 
give parents/carers an opportunity to indicate their personal prefer-
ence as we continue to move forward together this academic year.  
Please copy the link below into your browser to access the Google 
Form: 

https://forms.gle/3NBQxpWjBGF9bYfq7
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Take a look at the new look Careers page of our Dalkeith High School website which has been 
designed to support you in navigating through the key resources on the Scottish National Careers 
Website – My World of Work (MyWoW). You will find information for pupils from S1 through to 
school leavers and additional information for parents and carers.

http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/careers/ Dalkeith High School

2 Cousland Road, Dalkeith
Midlothian EH22 2PS

Tel: 0131 654 4701
Fax: 0131 663 7311

Email: dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk

http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/

@official_DHS

Dalkeith High School PTA & PC

@DalkeithHighSchoolParentCouncilandPTA

Maths Study Clubs 
 

Teacher Day When Room Level 

Mrs Harcourt-Gill Mon After school F1.14 All levels/courses 

Mr King Mon After school F1.17 All levels/courses 

Mr Gibbs Mon After school F1.20 S3 Class 

Mr Gibbs Thu After school F1.20 AH/Higher 

Ms Shankland Thu After school F1.21 All levels/courses 

Mr May Tue Lunch F1.22 S4 Class 

Mr May Wed After school F1.22 All levels/courses 

Ms Hamilton Thu Lunch F1.23 National 5 Apps 
 


