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Head Teacher’s Update

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I cannot believe we are nearing our midterm break. 
For me, the past two and half months have flown 
by but I have really enjoyed being part of this bril-
liant learning community. 

Over the past fortnight, our pupils, parents and 
staff were part of the interview process in selecting 
our new Depute Head Teacher. The final round of 
interviews will be held on the 14th of October and I 
hope to feed back to you about the successful can-
didate in due course. Thank you to everyone who 
was involved, the feedback has been invaluable in 
helping to make this appointment. 

Twelve of our senior pupils also applied for the role 
of School Captain and these interviews took place 
last week. Mr Gordon and I were blown away by 
the ideas, thoughtful insights into school life and 
what’s more, we loved hearing who inspired them 
the most in their lives. All the pupils should be so 
proud of their efforts. I am certainly impressed by 
their interview techniques- there are some lucky 
employers and universities out there! As a result of 
this process, we are delighted to have appointed 
Andrew More, Ben Richardson, Eve Sneddon and 
Jessica Inglis as this year’s School Captains. I will 
be meeting with them on a monthly basis and they 
will be adding a pupil’s perspective of school life to 
these newsletters. 

We have re-established Junior and Senior Learner 
of the month and I am certainly looking forward 
to getting into more classes to see some of the 
fantastic work our pupils are doing. Pupils have 
been proudly showing me their wooden snowmen, 
checkerboard cakes and Maths work this week. 

As a school we are really keen to support all of our 
families during, what we expect to be, a difficult 
winter, due to the rising cost of living. Our pupils 
have been taking part in focus groups to help 

us understand which supports would best meet 
the need of our community. Plans are afoot for a 
breakfast club and a living ‘essentials’ room, which 
we hope will be up and running by the end of Octo-
ber. Watch this space for more information. 

Finally, as I am sure you are aware we have had 
a change to our October holiday this year due to 
the extra bank holiday. Therefore pupils are not 
expected to return until Wednesday the 26th of Oc-
tober. As this is our final bulletin before the holidays 
I will wish you all a restful break!

With warmest regards, 

Emma Ormerod

S3 Coursing Advice 

Parents and carers are reminded 
that pupils currently in S3 will 
make S4 course requests during 
weeks beginning 31 October and 
2 November.  Pupils will have an 
individual interview with their 
pupil support leader at some 
point during these two weeks.  

Pupils are asked to be prepared 
for these interviews.  To this end, 
guidance will be offered to par-
ents and pupils in a number of 
ways.  S3 reports will be issued 
on 14 October; there will be a 
parent/carer meeting on 2 No-
vember and PSE lessons over 
the course of the next few weeks 
will focus on a variety of issues 
relevant to making choices for 
S4 and beyond

In addition, materials will be put 
on the school website early next 
week.  The Power Points will 
explain how the senior phase at 
Dalkeith HIgh School works and 
will explore some of the journeys 
upon which pupils can embark.  
After the October break the op-
tion booklet will be added to the 
school website.  

Parents and carers, along with 
young people, are urged to en-
gage with the website materials 
and with the whole course selec-
tion process.  Thank you.

Miss Bones

Mrs E. Ormerod
Head Teacher

P7 OPEN EVENING

Our P7 Open Evening will take place in 
school on Thursday 27th October 2022 
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. Primary 7 pupils 
are invited to attend with their Parents/
Carers.

We very much look forward to welcoming 
you to our amazing school.
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1L1 and 1B1 have spent the last 6 weeks 
working on their “Famous Landmarks” home-
work. Pupils had to select a famous global 
landmark and then try to make a model of 
that landmark at home. Pupils could make 
their famous landmark out of any materials 
that they liked and also had to produce a 
fact file full of information about their chosen 
landmark.  We have had some absolutely 
brilliant models handed in which will be kept 
in the Geography department for the next few 
weeks so pupils and teachers can come and 
see our S1s exceptional work!

S1 pupils re-create 
Famous Landmarks

Top 
of the 
League!
DHS Golfers represented well 
in their first round of 2022 at 
Broomieknowe Golf Club.

The team consisted of Tristan Tilley, 
Adam Bowen, Ben Inglis, Lewis 
Brown and Josh Hutton. Well done 
team DHS, we are very proud of 
you all! 

Team scores:
DALKEITH - 108 (6 league points) 
BEESLACK - 96 (5)
PENICUIK - 64 (4)
LASSWADE - 61 (3)
NEWBATTLE - 35 (2)

Top individual scores were:
Lewis Brown (Dalkeith) - 41 points
Adam Bowen (Dalkeith) - 40 points
Alfie McGill (Beeslack) - 40 points

Next match is on the 7th October at 
Newbattle Golf Club.

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS

A big thank you to Alex,  Nash and Richie who 
have worked so hard to set up our Dungeons 
and Dragons Club. It has been amazing to see 
our S2/S3 pupils organise the club so well and 
they are a credit to Dalkeith High School.

We had our first meeting three weeks ago 
and all the pupils who are attending are really 
enjoying it.
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Extra-curricular Activities Timetable 
MONDAY

Activity Time Location

S1 Art Club 12:15-12:45 G306

SFL Lunch Club 12:15-12:45 HE Sewing Room

LGBTQIA+ Club 'Prism’ 12:15-12:45 & 1:05-1:35 F2.21 &  F1.08

Basketball 15:15-16:00 Games Hall 1

Fitness Club (S4-S6) 15:15-16:15 Fitness Suite

Football Training (S4-S6) 15:15-16:00 Artro Pitch

TUESDAY

Activity Time Location

Anime Club 12:15-12:45 & 1:05-1:35 Library

Fitness Club (S1-S3) 15:15-16:15 Fitness Suite

Badminton Club 15:15-16:15 Games Hall 1

Hockey Club 15:15-16:15 Games Hall 2

WEDNESDAY

Activity Time Location

Dungeons & Dragons Club 3:15-4:45 Library

Art Club (S2/S3) 12:15-12:45 G3.02

Fitness Club (S4-S6) 15:15-16:15 Fitness Suite

Football Training (S2) 15:15-16:15 Astro

THURSDAY

Activity Time Location

SFL Lunch Club 12:15-12:45 HE Sewing Room

Film Club 12:15-12:45 & 1:05-1:35 Library

Athletics Club 15.15-16.15 Athletics Track

Choir 15.15-16.15 F305

FRIDAY

Activity Time Location

Warhammer Club 1:05-2:30 G3.03

OTHER

Activity Time Location

Fantasy Football N/A Online
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S3 Biology have been doing microscope work. 
Looking at different types of cells and structures. Pic-
tures down microscope show a kidney and sheep fur.

In National 5 Physics students have been using plasticine and white-
board markers to model nuclear fission and the generation of electricity 
within power stations.

National 5 Chemistry class have been making pH scales as part of their 
acids and alkalis topic.

In the Classroom
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S2 ENGLISH

S2 English classes have been do-
ing some creative writing. Below are 
some examples of poetry they have 
written in dialect:

POPCORN
One night
When a wis wee
Ah wanted popcorn.

Ah asked ma da
And he pit the kernels
In the pot.

Ah looked right ower
The pot…
An ma hair 
Caught oan the flame. 

Ma hair wis never the same!

MISSIN’
A wis in B&Q
An a went missin’

Ah told ma da ah wis gon
Tae look at paint
But ah drapped ma toy 
And it went
Under the shelf.

Ah went an crawled 
Under the shelf 
Tae get it back.
Ah liked it there, so ah stayed.
Ah didnae get foond fur 
A couple eh hours. 

JUST COS
When ah wis a wee lassie
Ah wis a nutjob.
Ah whacked ma brither
In the back
Wi ma wee walkin’ toy hingmy
Just cos ah felt lik it.
 
He wisnae happy. 

2022

October marks the beginning of Black His-
tory Month and is an opportunity to under-
stand Black histories, going beyond stories 
of racism and slavery to highlight Black 
achievements.

In the Humanities faculty, we are delivering 
lessons to our S2 learners and getting them 
to research ‘hidden heroes’ and stories that 
relate to the lesser known contributions of 
Black Britons to our society. 

People from African and Caribbean back-
grounds have been a fundamental part of 
British history for centuries. However, cam-
paigners believe their value and contribu-
tion to society is often overlooked, ignored 
or distorted.

Black History Month gives everyone the 
opportunity to share, celebrate and un-
derstand the impact of black heritage and 
culture.

Black History Month originates from the 
US, dating back to 1915 when Jesse E. 
Moorland and Carter G. Woodson set up 
an organisation which was dedicated to re-
searching and promoting the achievements 
of the black community. However, the US 
government did not officially recognise the 
event until 1976 and it was only first cel-
ebrated in the UK in 1987. 

Known as the “Father of Black History”, 
Carter G Woodson was born in Virginia in 
1875 and was the son of former slaves. 
Over the years he gained an impressive 
number of qualifications, including a PhD 
in history from Harvard University. In 1926 
he sent out a press release to mark the first 
Black History Week in the US. Throughout 
his life, Carter G Woodson worked tirelessly 
to promote black history in schools, leaving 
a lasting legacy.

The event is intended to recognise the 
contribution and achievements of those with 
African or Caribbean heritage. It is also an 
opportunity for people to learn more about 

the effects of racism and how to challenge 
negative stereotypes.

When Black History Month first started in 
the UK, there was a big focus on black 
American history. Over time there has been 
more attention on black British history and 
key black figures from the UK.

Pupils are creating google slide presenta-
tions on their own Black ‘Hidden Heroes’ in 
history for example...

Malorie Blackman OBE is a Children’s Laure-
ate from 2013 to 2015. She primarily writes 
literature and television drama for children and 
young adults. She has used science fiction to 
explore social and ethical issues.

WalterTull was an English Professional 
Football Player and is widely considered the 
first African-Caribbean mixed heritage man to 
be commissioned as an infantry officer in the 
British Army. Walter Tull died aged 29 in 1918 
while leading an attack on the Western front 
during the Second Battle of the Somme.
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S1 pupils were honing their probability/
chance and statistics skills, starting with the 
chance to guess (and win) a jar of sweeties:

Congratulations to the winning class: Mr 
May’s S1 class.

There were also Daily Puzzles for the whole 
school. Congratulations to the winners:

Junior: Eva Kerr, S2 
Senior: Harvey Houliston, S4
Staff: Expressive Arts Faculty

Give them a go! The answers are on the last 
page of this bulletin.

Maths Week came to Dalkeith High at the end of 
September. It is a celebration of the importance 
of maths in our everyday lives. During Maths 
week the Maths Department ran several activities 
including a treasure hunt which was open to S1 
and S2 pupils. They had to use their well worked 
BODMAS skills to answer questions then find the 
relevant teacher. Answers were placed around 
the school.
Those with a complete and correct treasure 
hunt sheet had a chance to win a bag of sweets. 
Congratulations to the winner, Ava Maben, S2.

Maths WeekScottish Maths 

Week

Scottish Maths 

Week

NAME

NAME

Answer all the questions and find the teacher who has that answer.  

1 mark for each correct answer and 1 mark for the correct teacher.

Answer all the questions and find the teacher who has that answer.  

1 mark for each correct answer and 1 mark for the correct teacher.

1) 2 X 4 + 1 = Teacher:

1) 2 X 4 + 1 =
Teacher:

2) 7 - 3 X 2 = Teacher:

2) 7 - 3 X 2 =
Teacher:

3) 14 ÷ 7 + 6 = Teacher:

3) 14 ÷ 7 + 6 =
Teacher:

4) 16 ÷ 4 X 3 = Teacher:

4) 16 ÷ 4 X 3 =
Teacher:

5) -9 X -2 + -4 = Teacher:

5) -9 X -2 + -4 =
Teacher:

6) 7 - 3 x 1 = Teacher:

6) 7 - 3 x 1 =
Teacher:

7) 5 + 3 x -1 = Teacher:

7) 5 + 3 x -1 =
Teacher:

8) 9 x 3 = Teacher:

8) 9 x 3 =
Teacher:

9) 12 - 3 x 2 = Teacher:

9) 12 - 3 x 2 =
Teacher:

10) (22 + 8) x 3 = Teacher:

10) (22 + 8) x 3 =
Teacher:

11) 4 X 2 X 7 = Teacher:

11) 4 X 2 X 7 =
Teacher:

12) (2 + 3) X 2 = Teacher:

12) (2 + 3) X 2 =
Teacher:

13) 80 - 4 X 2 = Teacher:

13) 80 - 4 X 2 =
Teacher:

14) 60 ÷ (2 + 2) = Teacher:

14) 60 ÷ (2 + 2) =
Teacher:

15) 10² - 1 = Teacher:

15) 10² - 1 =
Teacher:

16) (31 + 8) X 2 = Teacher:

16) (31 + 8) X 2 =
Teacher:

17) 99 ÷ 3 - 30 = Teacher:

17) 99 ÷ 3 - 30 =
Teacher:

18) 5³ - 25 = Teacher:

18) 5³ - 25 =
Teacher:

19) (45 ÷ 3) ÷ 3 = Teacher:

19) (45 ÷ 3) ÷ 3 =
Teacher:

20) 80 ÷ 2² = Teacher:

20) 80 ÷ 2² =
Teacher:

21) 5² - 7 = Teacher:

21) 5² - 7 =
Teacher:

22) 5² X 2 = Teacher:

22) 5² X 2 =
Teacher:

23) 9² = Teacher:

23)
9² =

Teacher:

24) (5 X 6) + 1 = Teacher:

24) (5 X 6) + 1 =
Teacher:

25) 10² - 1 = Teacher:

25) 10² - 1 =
Teacher:

26) 6² x 2 - 1 = Teacher:

26) 6² x 2 - 1 =
Teacher:

27) (6 - 1) + 6 = Teacher:

27) (6 - 1) + 6 =
Teacher:

28) 10² + 1 = Teacher:

28) 10² + 1 =
Teacher:

Hand your completed form to your Maths Teacher by the 

end of Maths Week.

Any questions please see your maths teacher

Hand your completed form to your Maths Teacher by the 

end of Maths Week.

Any questions please see your maths teacher
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MATHS WEEK
PUZZLE ANSWERS 

FAMILY TROUBLE: 9

CATS & BUNNIES: 3 minutes

FOURS: 444+44+4+4+4 

WRONG SUM: 5 o’clock + 9 hrs = 2 o’clock

PHONE PRICE: £105

Dalkeith High School

2 Cousland Road, Dalkeith
Midlothian EH22 2PS

Tel: 0131 654 4701
Fax: 0131 663 7311

Email: dalkeith.hs@midlothian.gov.uk

http://dalkeith.mgfl.net/

@official_DHS

Dalkeith High School PTA & PC

@DalkeithHighSchoolParentCouncilandPTA

Over the past month over 40 
teachers and staff have been 
battling it out for top spot of 
the Dalkeith High School 
Fantasy Football League. 

The manager of the month 
award goes to Dylan in 5B1! 
Congratulations Dylan!

If you’re not signed up already 
you can still join, see the notice 
board for more details. 

FANTASY FOOTBALL

In Dalkeith High School we like to celebrate the success of our pupils as often as we can! 
We do this every month with our House Merit Challenge and our Learners of the Month.

Pupils can be awarded merits for a number of reasons, including personal progress, aca-
demic or sporting achievements or for being a Learner of the Month. Merits can also be 
awarded for extra curricular activities or volunteering. Parents can tell the school about 
these achievements through the school website. As you can see, in the lead so far this year 
is Lothian with 121 merits! Well done Lothian! 

The Learner of the Month system celebrates our pupils who are going ‘over and above’ 
in lessons. Every month, every teacher in the school will choose one junior pupil and one 
senior pupil who has met this criteria. 

Celebrating Achievement BREAKFAST CLUB

We are delighted to announce the launch of 
a brand new DHS Breakfast Club that will be 
accessible to all pupils. In our commitment to 
build a culture based on nurture and wellbe-
ing, we recognise the importance of provid-
ing young people with a healthy breakfast in 
order to give pupils the best start to their day 
and provide the fuel needed for learning! We 
are also very aware of how challenging life is 
becoming with the cost of living crisis and hope 
this will be a welcome support to families who 
may need some additional help over the winter 
months ahead.

The club will commence after the October holi-
days on Wednesday 26th October. It will run 
every morning in F301 in block 3 next to the 
Guidance Base between  8am until 8.40am. 

All pupils who want to attend should go to the 
school office to collect a pass.

For any further information please contact Nic-
ola Riddell (Acting DHT of Pupil Support)


