
Head Teacher’s Update
Friday 21  Augustst

2026 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Welcome back to all of our Dalkeith families. I hope you all had a lovely summer
and managed to enjoy some of the lovely weather we had over the summer holiday. 

We have had a great start to session 2026 - 27. During assemblies this week, I
introduced all pupils to our new school vision and values: 

Vision: “A community where individuals are valued, supported and inspired to
achieve”
Values: “We are respectful. We are ambitious. We belong”

We discussed the importance of everyone playing their part to ensure this vision
becomes a reality but also that these values are lived on a daily basis across our
school community. 

Our S1 pupils have made an excellent start and I have heard only positive things
about this cohort, from staff across the school. Over the coming weeks, I will be in
lessons to get to know the S1 pupils better and I look forward to seeing them
engage in their learning. Our S1 pupils have had slightly longer break and lunch
times, to allow them an opportunity to learn how to navigate the busy canteen.
Please note that from Monday 24th August, all S1 pupils will follow the normal
timetable for break and lunch with the rest of the school.  

We are incredibly proud of all our pupils who received their exam results at the
beginning of August. A huge well done to everyone for their hard work and
resilience, whether this was through exams, completing a course or taking an
important step in their learning journey. We would also like to give a special 



congratulations to our pupils who achieved top grades in their year groups. We
had 21 pupils who achieved 9 - 7 A grades at National 5 and 5 pupils who achieved
7 and 5 A grades at Higher level. What a fantastic achievement! 

Every result represents individual effort and progress, and we are equally proud of
every pupil who has challenged themselves, overcome difficulties and given their
best. Well done to all our pupils, and thank you to our families and staff for the
encouragement and support that has helped them along the way. 

As a school we are very pleased with our whole school attainment in the national
qualifications. The pupils this year have raised attainment across almost all
benchmarks and we will continue to work with our new cohort of pupils to ensure
they have the same success. 

For those pupils who now need to change courses due to their exam results,
recoursing continues. Ms Bones is working very hard to meet with the S5 and S6
pupils to ensure they are happy with their coursing. 

I appreciate that the start of the new school year can be an anxious time and, no
doubt, the added changes to the home to school transport has added to this. I
want to continue to assure our community and I am working closely with the
Travel Team to inform them of the issues our school community has faced over
the past week. Our Parent Partnership have also been instrumental in collating
concerns and sharing these with Midlothian Council. We will continue to support
you with this, and communicate with updates as and when they come to us at
school level. In the meantime, we have been asked to direct all users to the FAQ
section of the Midlothian Council website. Please continue to let us know of
ongoing issues so that we can support these also. 

For the start of the new school session, the campus has updated its security and
access to the building. Pupils should enter and exit the school building through
the main doors in the playground. Pupils should not use the front door to enter or
leave the school at the start, during or end of the school day. If a pupil is late to
school (after 8:50am) they will be allowed to enter using the front door to the
campus. 

We have some key dates for your calendar. Please see below: 

26th August - Holyrood Palace Trip
3rd September - Senior Awards Ceremony (7 - 9pm)
4th September - S6 Induction Day

https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/info/200314/school_transport/859/school_transport_for_mainstream_schools/7
https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/info/200314/school_transport/859/school_transport_for_mainstream_schools/7


7th September - UCAS Parent Evening (5 - 8pm)
9th September - Duke of Edinburgh Bronze practice (curricular group)
10th September - Criminology Trip 
11th September - Holiday
14th September - Holiday 

I hope the first week back has been an enjoyable one for all. 

Take care

Emma Ormerod 
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