
Science:
Revision and 
Resources 



UNITS COVERED IN BIOLOGY

N5: 
◼ Unit 1 – Cell Biology
◼ Unit 2 – Multicellular 

Organisms
◼ Unit 3 – Life on Earth

 Higher Human:
 Unit 1 – Cell Biology
 Unit 2 – Physiology & Health
 Unit 3 – Neurobiology & Immunology

 Higher:

 Unit 1 – DNA & The Genome 
 Unit 2 – Metabolism & Survival
 Unit 3 – Sustainability & 
Interdependence 

Advanced Higher:
▪ Cells & Proteins
▪ Organisms & Evolution
▪ Investigative Biology



UNITS COVERED IN CHEMISTRY

N5: 
◼ Unit 1 – Chemical 

Changes & Structure
◼ Unit 2 – Natures 

Chemistry
◼ Unit 3 – Chemistry in 

Society

 Higher: 

 Unit 1 – Chemical Changes & 
Structure
 Unit 2 – Natures Chemistry
 Unit 3 – Chemistry in Society
 Unit 4 – Researching Chemistry

Advanced Higher:
▪ Inorganic Chemistry
▪ Physical Chemistry
▪ Organic Chemistry & 

Instrumental analysis
▪ Researching chemistry



UNITS COVERED IN PHYSICS 

Advanced Higher:
▪ Rotational motions & 

Astrophysics 
▪ Quanta & Waves
▪ Electromagnetism
▪ Units, Prefixes & 

Uncertainties

 N5: 

▪ Units & Prefixes
▪ Dynamics & Space 
▪ Energy & Electricity 
▪ Waves & Radiation

Higher:
◼ Units, Prefixes & 

Uncertainties
◼ Our Dynamic Universe 
◼ Particles & Waves
◼ Electricity 



ASSIGNMENTS 

◼ Exams are worth 75% of your grade, 
assignments are completed in class under 
exam conditions and are worth ~25% of your 
grade.

◼ Assignment Mark Scheme are similar for 
Biology, Physics & Chemistry, but there are 
some differences students should be aware of 
if they take multiple sciences. Students will be 
given a copy of ‘instructions for candidates’ 
which they will have throughout the 
assignment writing process and should refer 
to thoroughly. 

*Not applicable to NPA courses.



ASSIGNMENTS 

SQA documents (including 
instructions for candidates can be 
accessed via google). 

You can access a PDF file which 
shows the instructions for 
candidates. This can be used to help 
understand what needs to be 
included in assignments. 



ADVANCED HIGHER PROJECTS

◼ Ongoing throughout the course, 
written in home time – much 
more significant differences 
between the sciences so students 
should regularly and thoroughly 
refer to the ‘instructions for 
candidates’. 

◼ To access this file you must 
download it as a PDF 🡪 Scroll 
down to instructions for 
candidates to see what is 
expected of students. 



WHERE TO FIND WHAT IS COVERED IN THE COURSE 
SQA Course Information



WHERE TO FIND WHAT IS COVERED IN THE COURSE 
SQA Course Information



SQA COURSE SPECIFICATION



SQA COURSE SPECIFICATION



SQA COURSE SPECIFICATION



LITERACY IN SCIENCE 



WRITING IN SCIENCE

Past Paper practice
Including understanding what the SQA are actually asking 
(command words – explain, describe etc.) as often students 
don’t answer the question. 

Assignment Practice 
Understanding standards document can be used to help 
understand and practice the layout of assignments. 

Exams are 75% of the final grade, these involve students 
answers a range of questions relating to what has been learnt in 
science throughout the year.  Assignments are 25% of the final 
grade in each science and this involves writing up a report 
under exam condition.



WORDS IN SCIENCE

Use of word banks
These can be used to learn the definition of the word and spelling. They can be made 
into flashcards and used to test spelling and writing definitions. 

Support for learning and spelling words
Use of ICT - read and write

Taxonomy of words
Breaking down/grouping words into ‘word roots’ e.g. Photo = light    Synthesis = build 
up. Can also link word roots with words that they already know.

Look, say, cover, write, check

Scientific terminology is an important part of science and 
an understanding of it is crucial to gaining a qualification 
in a science. 



READING IN SCIENCE

Access to scientific text 

Offer different ways to access scientific text e.g. articles, newspapers, past papers. 

Text Analysis/ Past Paper Practice

Complete questions involving having to read a text and answer questions from it (SQA website).

Completion activities

Text/diagrams/Tables with missing words, this can also strengthen 

understanding scientific terminology.

Alongside being able to read and understand key words, exams 
also include a lot of problem solving, which involves carefully 
reading through experimental design or text passages and using 
the information to answer questions. 



NUMERACY & PROBLEM SOLVING IN SCIENCE



NUMERACY IN SCIENCE

◼ Measuring, using and converting units (Time, Volume, Mass, temperature, length)
◼ Averages
◼ Rounding from measurements 
◼ Drawing and analysing results tables (including averages)
◼ Drawing and analysing Bar/Line/Scatter Graphs (Scales, plotting points, analysing)
◼ Making predictions 
◼ Drawing Conclusions (e.g. based on a graph or results table) 
◼ Pie Charts 
◼ Percentages 
◼ Ratios 
◼ Subject specific formulas (using formulas e.g. W = m x g    V = IR)*

*Mostly Chemistry and Physics 
specifically – relationship sheets 
and data booklets provided 



RESOURCES 

◼ Past paper practice  https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
◼ Online resources e.g. https://corbettmaths.com/contents/ , 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn 
◼ Textbooks e.g. James Torrance, Leckie Student book 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn


PROBLEM SOLVING IN SCIENCE

Problem solving in science is looking for students to be able to analyse information (such 
as a graph, results table or experimental design) and provide answers based on this. 

Problem solving based questions may ask students to: 
- Make predictions based on a set of information
- Select correct information from a set of data 
- Draw valid conclusions 
- Evaluate experimental procedures/designs 
- Communicate findings by making accurate statements 
- Linking information to what has been learnt in class 



RESOURCES

◼ Past Paper Questions  https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
◼ Textbooks e.g. James Torrance, Leckie 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm


BIOLOGY



BIOLOGY KEY POINTS - 

◼ Past Paper Practice is key! 
◼ Don’t neglect practicing numeracy, experimental design and problem solving! 
◼ Word Banks are extremely useful as this is a terminology heavy subject.
◼ Study Clubs run throughout the entire week with different Biology teachers.

◼ N5 Biology exam: 28th April 2026 13.00 - 15.30

◼ Higher & Higher Human Biology: 28th April 2026 
� Paper 1: 09.00 – 09.40             Paper 2: 10.10 – 12.30

◼ Advanced Higher: 28th April 2026 0900 – 12.00 



PHYSICS



CHEMISTRY KEY POINTS - 

◼ Past Paper Practice is key! 

◼ Repetitive practice calculations by using the Leckie and Leckie textbooks will help form routines in approaching questions. 

◼ Don’t avoid practicing Using You Knowledge of Chemistry Questions (3 marks).  Read the questions, write a few bullet 
points of relevant information and then expand each bullet point with further information, diagrams or word equations. 

◼ Study Clubs run throughout the entire week with different Chemistry teachers.

◼ N5 Chemistry exam: 12th May 2026 13.00 - 15.30

◼ Higher Chemistry: 12th May 2026 

� Paper 1: 09.00 – 09.40             Paper 2: 10.10 – 12.30

◼ Advanced Higher: 12th May 2026 0900 – 12.00 



CHEMISTRY



PHYSICS KEY POINTS - 

◼ Past Paper Practice is key! 
◼ Practice substituting values correctly into equations and rearranging these equations for the subject in the question. 
◼ Don’t avoid practicing Using You Knowledge of Physics Questions (3 marks).  Read the questions, write a few bullet points of 

relevant information and then expand each bullet point with further information, diagrams or relevant equations. 
◼ Understand how to manipulate equations to show a relationship on a graph (Changing an equation to show a relationship from a 

given graph) 
◼ Study Clubs run throughout the entire week with different Physics teachers.

◼ N5 Physics exam: 21st May 2026 13.00 - 15.30

◼ Higher Chemistry: 21st May 2026 
� Paper 1: 09.00 – 09.45             Paper 2: 10.15 – 12.30

◼ Advanced Higher: 21st May 2026 0900 – 12.00 



OTHER REVISION IDEAS

◼ Flash Cards
◼ Mind Maps 
◼ Concept cartoons
◼ Past Paper Practice
◼ Flipped classroom
◼ Online quiz platforms
◼ Blurting (Tiktok)  



RESOURCES

◼ ACHIEVE
◼ BBC Bitesize
◼ Blooket/Kahoots 
◼ SQA website 
◼ Google Classroom (resources included will differ between teachers but resources 

can be requested – limited to what is available) 
◼ Textbooks e.g. leckie x leckie 
◼ Experiential learning e.g. the museum, the beach, seabird centre etc.


